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South Africa turns it 
back on the West 


Lesotho and Swaziland, totally in thrall to 
Pretoria; like Zambia and Tanzania, on the 
verge of economic collapse; like Botswana, 
unique beacon of democracy in Africa, 
whose virtual encirclement makes it impo» 
tent. And like Zimbabwe, a state whose 
relatively sturdy viability is open to 
destabilisation at any time. It also comes 
from within, where organised opposition to 
apartheid is constantly diffused by differ- 
ences not only between white and black but 
also between various African tribes, be- 
tween workers and employers, between 
radicals and maderates, and even between 
parents and children. To all this the 
Government adds a long-standing conapir- 
acy by the Soviet bloc, and the sanctions 
lobby in the West which is said to be 
playing into Communist hands. The re. 
aponse to thia discordant opposition has 
been a get of emergency powers which 
enablea the Government by its own adrmis- 
sion, to detain on a given day about 250 
children down to the age of eleven without 
charge or trial. Those trying to help 
detainees claim 4,000 children have been so 
detained. 2 
Freedom of speech as exemplified by the 
freedom of the press is, in ifolatlon, less 
Iraportant than the liberty of the س چا‎ 
What ia now happening In South Africa 
Ğèmonstrates that the two are inseparable. 
Until now it was possible to report that the 
South African police were using bleck 
children as whipping-boya and aa ashtraya 
in their resistance to the “total onalnuglıt". 
From now on such evidence will become 
available, if at all, only from Parliament in 
aesgsion or fram a court which has complet- 
ed its hearing. The real reason for this 
cruclal change is not hard to find. The 
Governmont is concerned to demonstrate to 
white opinion, ns an electlon draws near, 
that it is more than tough enough to deal 
with resistance from o quarter. But in 
seeking to outbid the White ultra-right the 
Government feels obliged to maintain both 
that 11-year-old African children are a 
genuine danger to'tlıs atate, and alao that it 
is essential to prevent such “threata" froin 
being publicised. This may be intended as a 
demonstration of resolve. It oozes weakness. 


weeping new restrictions on reporting 
ا ا‎ South African Government 
ect not only the domestic and foreign 
press but also Parliament and the courts. As 
guch they constitute both an „admission of 
weakness and a turning-point in the history 
of the country which can at once be 
recognised as such at the very moment of ita 
occurrence. Until last week, South Africa, 
for all its massive restrictions and racial 
oppression, was able to seduce important 
sectors of opinion in the West with its claim 
to the underlying commitment to residual 
Western values. There waa a sort of freedom 
of the press, even though that was doubly 
restricted by more than 100 statutes and 
then by the nationwide state of emergency 
declared in June. There was a vocal 
opposition in Parliament, which excluded 
the black majority but did not prevent 
members like Mrs Helen Suzman from 
apeaking their minds outaide the precincts. 
And there was also the right to report 
contemporaneausly on court hearings about 
the abuse of detainees. All that ia now swept 
away, and a news medium which wants to 
report any challenge to Pretoria's view must 
for the firat e obtain. clearance in 
. nce of publication. < N 
اا ا‎ for this departura İa the “total 
onslaught” on South Africa identified by the 
Government, a conveniently paranoid con- 
cep which has made a triumphant return 
after a couple of yeara in the political 
wilderness. The alleged threat comes from 
the neighbouring African states, like Mo- 
zambique and Angola, barely able to 
function after repeated South African 
interventions in their Intornel conflicts; like 
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Is Reagan up to it? 
DAMAGE from .the Irangate affalr continues to pour out of 
Washington like radiation from: ‘the Chernobyl -disaster — 
unfortunately for President Reagan it can't be sealed In concrete. 
Last week the national hero, Lieut. Col North, became the first 
serving officer in US history to refuse to testify before a 
congressional committee for fear of incriminating himself, closely 
followed by the former National Securlty Adviser, Admiral 
Poindexter, the brains behind the Libyan disinformation cam- 


paign in the autumn. 


tors failed to get much satisfaction elther 
ln Ce The direotor of ا‎ 2 a 
st spying organisation, said he had “no direct knowledge 
ج اا کس م‎ were funding the contras, despite reports that 
he had raised the matter with Poindexter in October. He collapsed 
in his office on Monday and was taken to hospital, having suffered 
what was described as a minor cerebral seizure, 

Both he and Mr Donald Regan, White House chief of staff, who 
was due to testify on Tuesday, are said to be about to lose their 
jobs early in the New Year. Meanwhile, some Reagan confidants 
are saying the crisis has raised fundamental questions about 


Con 
from Mr William Casey. 


whether, at 75, the President has the 


cope. (See Lou Cannon, page 16.) 
ا و ار‎ epublicans, concerned at the damage being 
caused by the affair, are reported to have considered summoning 
the Western allies to a diversionary Washington summit to “prove 
that the Administration is still in charge. But Stnte Department 


officials and senior 


officials have rejected the notion. 


The team comes apart 


residency. The advisers have to be ood; 

they have to be loyal; they have to deliver 
the options and the wisdom, And the stark 
fact of the present crisis is that they are 
broken, warring men. Donald Regan is the 
most senior of them all, destined for the 
chop. John Poindexter was the right-hand 
man in foreign affairs: now he pleads only 
the fifth amendment. William Casey was 
number one for the covert world: but this 
week he has been caught tapdancing with 
the truth on Capitol Hill. ‘Those on the 
outside of the circle — like Shultz and 
Weinberger — are angry, and determined to 
eschew responsibility. Those on the inside 
are finished. In ahort, the engine has fallen 
out of the Reagan administration. 

Tt iş possible that something may, yet be 
patched together. Mr Ed Meese — if he can 
escape the tentacles of scandal himself — is 
striving to save the presidency. Nancy is in 
there pitching. But the problerna of 
recreating the consensus group round 4 
manifestly old and bewildered man seen 
mountainous. It is not that the problems are 
nat seen erly: To the contrary, the 
Congressional clamour for a .new, all- 
wearful crisis anan for the administra- 
tion shows the way that even Mr Reagan's 
adversaries perceive real danger. For, in- 
trinsically, these tolls dériand the appotnt- 
ment of o surrogate president to let Mr 
Reagan slide through his last two years. 
They assume that he cannot cope; and they 
are founded on the glum belief that no ong 
who has his trust within the.White House is 
capable of restoring the old checks and 
balances. That does nat sound like a crisis 


- that will go away; it sounds like the most 


profound and despairing of prognoses. 


Row ‘over early 
warning plane... 


Labour's defence, 
policy.. 


410 


IF is the oddest of crises, since it neither 
waxes nor wanes, but merely carries on and 
on. There has been no sudden bustle of 
Washington house cleaning — the guilty 
sacked, the new brooms installed. But 
drifting inactivity has not fudged away the 
problem in boredom either. Mr Ronald 
Reagan affects the belief that, in a fortnight 
or 8o, the public concern will have died and 
there will be “business as usual". But, 
almost simultaneously, Mrs Nancy Reagan 
sketches a rather different scenario. She 
sees the chief of the CIA and the chief of the 
White Houae staff departing in disgrace: not 
immediately though, but as doomed, sacrifi- 
cial victims of an octopus of A scandal that 
gradually strangles the political life out of 
therm. 


ت ی 


Alex Brummer, page 7 
Bob Woodward, page 15 


‘The clues to the true nature of the Tehran 


debacle were laid out in the open long E ao. 0 


Turn, for: example, to General Alexı 


Haigs memoirs of his time with Ronald .. 


Reagan. There is no doubt at all that the 
president commands the affection (even 
respect) of those round him. He can 
propound simple canes — such as never 
ralge taxes again, and star wars — and 
watch the professionals who cluster in his 
office fall into Hne. But when Reagan is not 

laying the oracle from California, matters 
il out rather differently. He sits as the 
laid-back chairman of his advisers, listening 
to what they say and waiting for some kind 
of genial consensus to emerge. Once that 
agreement has begun to surtace he simpli- 
fies it for wider propagation. It was because 
Al Haig never played in a team, never 
contributed to the production of consensus, 


that he found himgelf awiftly frozen out of ' 


even the beginnings of the process. 8 
The Rak style should not be too gibly 
derided. Jimmy Carter buried himaelf in 
detail, trying to keep a finger in every pot. 
But there is, obviously, one fundamental 
essential to the functioning of the laid-back 
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Matthew Engel watches the America's Cup from an unstable vantage point 


among the world's major sporting : 


a 
t all seems far-fetched, 
HE Crueader were to i 
orbay would probably be turned 
into the next Fremantle. I 
ber the Fremantle of just four 
years back, a run-down Port whose 
main claim to sporting fame had 
5 in 18960 when English 
e teams stopped arriving by 
oat. 
Now it is all boutiques 
„ Pedestrian malls and n 2 
taurants and pavement cafes with 
names llke Lombardo's and 
ا‎ 1 0 be nice to come 
ack in ruary and rt 
British triumph. 1F that Hippeoe j 
propose to cover it from under a 
parasol at Papa Luigi's 
Alternatively, under a tree,  , 


Football 
results and 
league tables 


TODAY LEAGUE: First Divislon: Arsenal 3, ûPR 
1; Chariton I, Newcastls 1: Chelasa û, Wimbledon 
4: Coventry 1. Leicester Û; Evarion 4, Norwich 0, 
e BE 

nied 4, Luton 2: 2. Aaa 
Vila 1. Waltord 2, Liverpool Û; Wasi 
Sounampion I. Played Sunday: 


United 3, Totlenham 3 
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Crystal Palsca . 
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Third Divlalon: Mansfeld 1, Blackpool 1. 


FINE FARE SCOTTISH 
selon: Cek 2, 
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Sport for 
strong 
stomachs 


off the coast, very little of the thrill 
managed to convey itself. 

„_ Dozens of boats were out there, 
including the Aga Khan's huge 
second-best yacht (“my other car's 
a Porsche”) aa well as several 
helicopters. 1 rather hoped one of 
those might be Air-Sea Rescue and 
winch me up. Among the regulara 
on the Devil, there was some 
discussion about the racing tactics. 
Among us ckles there was 
rather more discussion about sea- 
sickness. One Aussie suggested an 
infallible cure: “go and sit under a 
tree.” 

In the evening Alan Bond, the 
ex-signwriter from Ealing who 
brought the cup to Australia, 
appeared at a press conference, 
which he is likely to do more often 
as his current boat, Australia Iv, 
approaches the moment of truth. 
Lately, he has been devoting more 
time to running his businesses and 
Australia, which he appears to do 
in a ayndicate including Messrs 
Murdoch, Packer, John Elliott the 
Foster's brewer, Holmes a'Court 
and occasionally Bob Hawke. 

The manoeuvres on the water 
constitute lesa of a spectator sport, 
which is the main reason Western 
Australia has had to halve its 
original estimate of a million 
visitors, and why a lot of people 
here may go bust even if Australia 
retain the trophy, rising to an 
awful lot if it goes elsewhere. 

But now that so many countriea 
can compete with the Americans, 
this thing ia bound to find a place 


Alan Dunn’s DIARY 


has lost only three of his 52 sirıgles 
matches for England. Both were in 
the four-man team representing 
Britain and Ireland in the world 
team championship in Venezuela 
in October. The Walker Cup team 
iş: D. Carrick, D. Curry, R. Eggo, 
P. Girvan, J. McHenry, G. 
Macgregor, P. Mayo, G. 
Montgomerie, J. Robinson, G. 
Shaw. 


£1m prize money 


MEANWHILE, the prize-money 
for women's professional golf in 
Europe next seagaon will for tho 
first time top £1 million. Thia is in 
contrast to the £83,000 on offer in 
the firat o ional tour in 1978. 
Eleven of the 30 eventa will be on 
the Continent of Europe, where 
the biggest crowda have been 
attracted to women's golf. 


Meaningless contests 


LAWN TENNIS'S elimax to the 
year-long Grand Prix series in 
New York at the weekend descend- 
ed into -near farce when the 
semifinal pairings were decided by 
the toss of a coin. The pairings — 
ultimate victor Ivan Lêndl yv” 
Wilander and losing finalist Boria 
Becker v Stefan Edberg + dt 
least avoided a meeting 0 Becker 
and Lendl but the -earlier five 
hours and seven sets of ténnid, 


much of it highly competitive, - 


were rendered almost meaninglegas 
because the four semifinalists were 


" "were left 
contests. 


FIRST, a personal statement. I 
have, in my time in this business, 
acquired some expertise in tho 
matter of naff sporting events. I 
have been to Wellingborough 
Town FC in a blizzard: I have done 
a Test match in Faisalabad: I have 
reported the Pro All-in Karate 
cireuit. I reckon I deserve ta be 
under blue skies in Fremantle in a 
Lacoste shirt and soft shoes with 
all these underdreased blondes 
about. - 

The great thing about 
Wellingborough Town, however, is 
that the stand, under normal 
circumstances, stays where it wags 
when the game started. The Taa- 
manian Devil, the 30ft catamaran 
which serves as one of the main 
yantage points for the America’s 
Cup does not. 

It moves about vaguely in the 
direction of the competing yachts. 
It also goes up. And it goes down. 
And it repeats the procedure at 
unpleasantly frequent intervals. 

` When I went on it, the sky was not 
even very blue: it was a gort of 
grey-blue which went with the 
grey-brown of the sea and the 
y-green of my countenance. 
ouditiona were officially de- 
scribed as “moderate”. 

There are moments at least 
occasionally in most people's lives 
when the world starts shifting 
around and you suddenly realise 
you're pissed. I1 spent five hours 
like that, and I'd only had a cup of 
tea. A lot of beer gets drunk each 
night in Fremantle: I don't think 
it's relaxation so much as 
acclimatisation. 

From a distance, this was prob- 
ably the most thrilling day so far 
in the Great Australian Sailathon, 
the day the New Zealanders beat 
Stars and Stripes. Yet even for the 
privileged spectatora in the flotilla 


IN SCOTLAND Glasgow Celtic 
stay clear at the top of the Premier 
Division by aix pointe, but only 
after suffering a rebuff in midweek 
when they were beaten 1-0 by 
Hearts. It ended Celtic's unbeaten 
run of I6 matches and gent Hearta 
into third place behind Dundee 
United. Celtic were back in good 
form at the weekend, beating 
Dundee 2-0, while all the chasing 
cluba were in goailess games. 


New sponsors 


SUNDAY league cricket in Eng- 
land is to have new sponsors next 
season. The Refuge Agsaurance 
Company are to put £2-5 million 
into the competition over five 
years. They replace the tobacco 
firm, John Player, who have spon- 
sored the 40-over competition since 
its inception in 1968. From 1988 
there will be a new ending to the 
league programme, a knockout 
tournament involving the top four 
clubs with the final at one of the 
Test grounda. 


Amateur shocks 
AMATEUR golf in Britain suf- 
fered one of its biggest shocks laat 
week when two of its leading 
layers, Peter McEvoy and Garth 
lcGimpsey were omitted from the 
Great Britain and Ireland team to 
play the United States for the 
Walker Cup at Sunningdale next 
May. The chairman o selectors, 
Rodney Foster, said that although 
the two “may be able to play at a 
certain level they cannot turn it on 
agûinat the. United States.” 
cGimpasey wan. Amateur cham- 
pion last year, û title! MÇEvoy won’ 
in 1977 and 1978. MeEvoy:is alao 


` the only. British angteur ta ha 
:8urvived. all. four-rounda; of thé US. 


top ama: 
teur in the Open championship. He 


. Masters and twice bêg 


24 


England on defensive 


waa always going to be problemati- 
cal after Australia's captain, Allan 
Border, had destroyed England's 
hopes of forcing the follow-on for 
the second tinıe with an excellent, 
dogmatic 125 in their frst innings. 
AÃË one atage Auatralia were 198 
for five in reply to England's firat 
innings of 692 for eight declared. 
But Border set an example for hia 
men and led them to a reply of 401, 
aided by 71 from Waugh and 46 
from Matthews. 


Botham, a duck in the first 
innings after the mastery of his 
first Test innings, again did little 
in the second, hitting only six. But 
Gatting, 70, and Gower, 48, aaw 
them to 189 for eight at the end of 
the fourth day. And when the final 
2 e e a at 
that total, sparking off controveray 
over whether he ahould have de- 
clared late on the fourth day and 
fone for a quick wicket or two 

fore the close. 


ALTHOUGH the second cricket 
Test match between Australia and 
England ended in a draw at Perth, 
the English were put paychologi- 
cally on to the defensive following 
an injury to their all-rounder, lar 
Batham. He pulled up while bowl- 
ing with a strained intercostal rib 
muacle and the daya between now 
and the third Teast at Adelaide this 
week will be fllled with concern 
and doubta that he will be unavail- 
able, at least to bowl. 


Two of the men who might have 
challenged to fill his place at 
Adelaide did little for their 
chances in the. opening stages of 
the match againat Victoria, at 
Melbourne at the weekend. Opener 
Slack went for 10 and Whitaker 
went for a duck as England waxed 
hot and cold after dismiasing Vie- 
toria for 101. And the opening day 
was marred by an embarrassing 
blunder from the England captain, 
Mike Gatting. He overslept and 


misged the firat five overs of the . 


In the event England had a 
gsuecesg off the first ball of the day, 
Boon falling to Dilley. But there 
was a new mood among the 
Australiana and, led by Jones, 69, 
and Marsh, 49, they saw out play 
at 197 for four. Botham had to quit 
the field in mid-over and took no 
further part, but before he left he 
equalled the world record of Sir 
Garfield Sobers in completing the 
all-rounder Test treble of 1,000 
runs, 100 wickets, and 10Û catches. 
Botham became the eighth non- 
wicket-keeper to hold 100 Test 
catches when he dismiased Boon 
off Dilley's bowling. That's the sort 
of inspired all-round ability that 
England will be hoping will atill be 
with them in the third Test, 
following an eventual five-wicket 
win over Victoria. 


is too many for Arsenal 


who paid record recipts of more 
than £80,000. 

Liverpool! had been discommoded 
in midweek by the continuing 
controversy over the transfer of 
their star goalscorer, lan Rush to 
the Italian club, Juventus. Anx- 
ious Liverpool supporters had 
formed a “Rush muan't go” faction 
and had embarrassed the club by 
their demonstrations at recent 
matches, particularly over their 
claims that Rush had never wished 
to leave the club. But after a flurry 
of talks last week Rush an- 
nounced: "In June I signed a 
legally binding contract to play for 
Juventus and 1 intend to honour 
my agreement.” 

The olub's chief executive, Peter 
Robinaon, said that the club 
shared supporters’ disappointment 
that Rush would be going next 
season, but the Italians bad made 
an offer _ that Liverpool could not 
match. Juventus are to pay £3۰2 
million: for Rush, who could 
emerge from his Jtalian period a 
millionaire. 

Two go through, 

THE WEEKEND'S soccer matches 
in England included the second 
round of the FA Cup, the laat stage 
. before the big boys in the league 
join the fray. Only two non-league 
aides won through at the first 
attempt, almost inevitably includ- 
ing Telford, and Maidstone United, 
who boat league opposition in 
Cambridge United 1-0. Three 
ather ا‎ sides have to 
play again if they are to go 
through. They include Chorley, 
conquerors of once-mighty 


Wolverhampton Wanderers in the . 


last round. This time they drew 0-0 
against another once famous club, 


‘Preston . North .End. So far 


Chorley’s run. has earned. them 


enough to wipe. off a bank debt of : 
“£11,000 and cleared , the £15,000 


they need for ground improye- 


ments, ` 


match. Gatting apologised, 
Blaming tiredness after the long 
flight from Perth, but the England 
captain was later disciplined for 
his gaffe. 

He made some amends by taking 
four of the Victorian wickets, three 
of them to catches by Foster at fine 
leg off poor hook shots. Gatting 
ended with four for 31, but was 
less successful with the bat, mak- 
ing only one, in England's reply of 
263. Athey, 68, French, 58, Lamb, 
46, and Foster, 46, were the 
substance of that reply. 


Lamb was to an extent playin, 
for his Teast place, At Perth he ha 
a duck in the firat innings and two 
in the second, when England were 
going for quick runs to try to set 
up a second win in the series. It 


One goal 


ARSENAL, riding high at the top 
of English soccer's Firat Division, 
auifered a rare rebuff to their pride 
at the weekend. Although they 
duly beat London neighbours 
Queen's Park Rangers they were 
almost aa obsessed by the fact 
that they had a goal scored against 
them for the first time in seven 
matches. There was much discus- 
gion in the dressing room about the 
shot fram Rangers’ Bannister that 
beat goalkeeper Lukic. “It wag 
almost as if we had lost,” gaaid 
Lukic, "although no one pointed a 
finger at anyone else.” There's 
many a side in the land would 
wish for similar problema, for by 
the time that goal came Arsenal 
were already three goals ahead, 

It leaves them still two pointa 
clear of Nottingham Forest at the 
top and looking forward to a 
winnable clutch of five matches 
that should gee them firmly 
favourites for the title by New 
Year's Day. Their manager, 
George Graham, is going through 
one of those charmed periods 
where his men are playing so well] 
that established players temporar: 
ily out of favour, such aa Nicholas 
and Rix, are. finding it ever harder 
to force their way back, 

The League champions, Liver- 
pool, on the other hand, are going 
through one of their introspective 
phases, made all the gloomier by 
losing 2-0 at Watford at the 
weekend. Liverpool's midfield 
looked ragged without the injured 
Molby, but the club's long run of 
success has been built partly on 
the premise that there is always 
another man a8 good waiting in 
the wings to take your place. The 
crilicas were not impressed at 
Watford where too ofton Liverpool 
were reduced to the tired cliche of 
the hopeful high centre into the 
opposition's goalmouh. Watford, 
on the other hand, were swift and 
incisive, much to the joy of their . 

best crowd of the season, 23,934,.. 
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who will profit from a Boeing’s Ase to 
spend 180 per cent of the cost of the Boeing 
Awacs in the UK. 

That's how badly they want the contract. 
But taking chips from the American table is 
be not the same as having your own capability. 
At the moment we don't really know the 
vital industrial answers. ls the GEC camp 
right that, after years of procrastination 
(with guilt shared in unknown proportion 
between the company and the Ministry), it 
in now near to perfecting A system which 
could sell abroad (with interest already 
from Italy and Lockheed) and provide spin- 
off for the UK electronics industry? Would a 
thumbs down from the RAF look different 
in six months should GEC prove ita point? 
Would the RAF's reservations seem amall 
once the wider interests of the electronics 
industry are taken into account? Looking 
backwarda, this was yet another area 
where, surely, a joint open approach 
would have beon more sensible. That's just 
another reason why GEC's call for an 
independent Inquiry makes industrial, if 
not political, sense. 


sometimes givea the 


Tho snoop-nused Nirerud — for the chop? 


MP in alleged MIS plot 
‘must speak out’ 


By Alan Travis 


Mir Campbell-Savours argued 
that a judicial inquiry was essen- 
tial because even Mrs Thatcher 
“who was seen ns a radical in sonıie 
quartera" could fnd herself a 
victim of a similar character assas- 
sination campaign by the security 
services. 

The junior Home Offlce minis- 
ter, Mir David Waddington, had 
tried to rebut the legations by 
referring lo Mr James Callaghan’s 
statement when he was Prime 
Minister in 1977. He said that an 
inquiry then had found no evi- 
dence of electronic surveillance of 
No. 10 Downing Street during Mr 
Wilson's premiership. 

But Mr Rees demanded to know 
to name the Tory MP, who is stil whether the Wright allegations 
gitting in the Commons. Mr had been covere by the 18977 
Wright has alleged in his book inquiry. “lf they were not, then 
that two Tory MPs had "acted aa surely they should be looked at 
conduits for a smear catnpaign again, otherwise 1, at leaat, was 
against Harold Wilson”, fooled at that time and I want it 

Mr Campbell-Savours said he cleared up,” he said. 
had written to the MP asking hin 
to make a personal statement 
before he is named when Mr 
Wright's memoira are published, 
which he believes the Australian 
courts will allow. 

During a Commons debate, Mr 
Campbell-Savours said the Wright 
book suggested that the Lwo MPs 
had known that information for 
the smear campaign ngainst Mr 
Harold Wilson, now Lord Wilson, 
had como from within MIB. “They 
did nat atop it, nor did they report 
it to the Home Secretary. They just 
passed it on in the knowledge that 

İt would destabilise Lho Primo 
Minister and the Labour govern’ 
ment.” 

The allegation should be given 
credibility, argued the Labour MP, 
because Wright said he had been 
involved in the plot by 30 or so 
MI6 officers and that it had 
involved ‘burgling and bugging all 
over London”. 5 


THE Labour MP Mr Dale Camp- 
bellSavours has written to the 
Conservative MP he suspects of 
having been involved in an alleged 
lot to undermine bir Harold 
Wilson's government and demand- 
ed that he make a personal state- 
ment to the Commons. 

The move came as pressure grew 
for a formal judicial inquiry into 
the allegationa contained in Mr 
Peter Wright's memoirs, with the 
former Labour Home Secretary, 
Mr Merlyn Rees, saying the mat- 
ter had to be cleared up to show 
whether he had been fooled at the 
time. 

Mr Campbell-Savours, MP for 
Warkington, said he did not intend 


£1.4m jewel 


A MEDIEVAL jewel found near an 
abbey in north Yorkshire by trea- 
suro hunters uaing a metal detec. 
tor was sald at Sotheby's last weck 
for £1,430,000. The 16th century 

ld jewel, 2Yiins by Zing, is 

iamond-shaped sel with a aup- 
phire, and contains engravings af 
the ‘Trinity and the Nativity. A 
cavity in the back may havo bcen 
for a communion wafer. 


Archaeologist dies 


PROFESSOR Glyn Daniel, the 
archaeologist, who beeame famous 
as a member of tha 1950s televi. 
giqn panel game, “Animal, Vegeta- 
‘ble or Mineral?”, has died aged 72. 
For 21 yeara he edited the archas- 
ological magazine, Antiquity. 


` The case for an inquiry 
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BEFORE the decision on the future of the 
Nimrod disappears forever into the vortex of 
party politics, let's at least ask whether 
there are any wider issues of industrial 
atrategy involved. The technical opinion of 


The alternative is to admit that 100 years 
of relative industrial decline cannot 
cured within the timescale of a parliament. 
Nimrod may have let ua down, But haa it let 
ua down more than the rest of industry? 


impression that it thinks so lowly of our 
own industries that it would be quite happy 
to hand as many as_ possible to the 
Americans or Japanese. That's fine, up to a 
point. We have made many takeover bids in 
the United States (though they tend not to 
involve core industries). The alternative is 
to stay with the vital industries and get 
them right. Fail once, fair enough, but then 


If Nirarod isu't, in the ond, up to the job, it 
ahould be scrapped. And if it is serapped it 

dof the world, Mont of those 
diaplaced will bo skilled workers who will 
readily find a job claewhere, maybe with 
Plessey, Racal or one of the other companies 


then Boeing — 


This Government 
to take a very, 


try again. 
one industrial 


won't be the enı 


merchant ahip- 


Tories of engineering the whole 
thing ao as to avuidl u clash with 
Mrs Thatcher on defence — the 
suklıject on which both parties now 
base their election hopes. 

Mr Kinnock's “relaunch” of his 
party's non-nuclear defence policy 
— which reccived a lukewarm 
reception in Lhe United States the 
previous weck — was certainly a 
polished affair. While its vole’ 
winning potential remains 1o0 be 
seen, the Tories wore worricdl 
enough to mount an orchestrated 
ussuult an it on the eve of the 
presentation. ‘The Lheme, sel wut 
by the Cunservutive chairman, Mr 
Norman Tebbit, in New Yark, was 
that Mr Kınnock wus abundoning 
his party's whole defence tradition 
in a way ihat would pul Britain 
"out of Nato" and might even 
wreck the alliance. (Ste page 4. 

As ihe pre-Chrislmas spending 
spree gulhered pace. the Bunk af 
Eugluud Luuk thu uuprtuclenivd 
step of warning clearing banks and 
finance companies not to push 
credit and charge cards too strong- 
ly because borrowers might have 
difficulty in repaying. “There are 
certain signs of growing distreas 
among borrowers who have 
overstrelched themselves, attract- 
ed by the greater available of 
credit and easier terms," it was 
said. 

Though Mra Thatcher has many 
times voiced her distaste for the 
idea of living on tick, she has 
presided over a maasive increase 
in personal debt which the finan- 
cial inatitutions have only recently 
started to worry about. 
Indebtdness — embracing every- 
thing from credit cards to home 
loans — is now rising at more than 
15 per cent a year. A city firm of 
stockbrokers calculated last week 
that personal debt will be equiv- 
alent to almost 73 per cent of 
household income by the end of 
thla year, compared with only 44 
per cent in 1979.end message 


FOREIGN 
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development then the importance of not 
taking a premature decision ia patent. 


which can already spread its Govesrnment- 
aided R and D over a large number of 
planes, will be left with a dominant world 
monopoly, with all that that implies for 
future prices. The cost of re-entering this 
market will be extremely high if not 
prohibitive. In order to compete with the US 


very long view. It is only now, decades after 
European Airbus 
project can see the glimmers of a commer- 

In sum, it's easy to take a decision for 
sector because it is unprofitable or not quite 
right, But the consequence of moving out of 
yco engines, helicop- 


ping et al — doesn't bear thinking about. 


If Britain withdraws now, 
works 


İn aerospace, it is necessary 
divert conception, that the 
up for 
cial future. 


prime Britain to opt out of any 


all of them — Rolls- 


you've ters, motor manufacturing, 


ing the knee to President Reagan. 
She is turning Britain into an 
American poodle.” 

Ministers evidently hope the 
public outcry against the deul will 
be muted because of Boeing’s offer 
— gome might see it as a bribe — 
to apend £130 in Britain for every 
£100 it earns [rom the sale of 
Awacs. It ia claimed that this offaet 
arrangement will creute at lensl 
4,500 jobs in the UK. 

Given the heat of the cuntrover- 
sy, critica viewed with some suspi- 
cion the timing of an 
announcement that the Govern- 
ment is to spend £225 million on 
buying Starstreak high-velucity 
anti-aircraft miasilea from Shorts, 
the Belfast-based aircraft firm. 
The order will gecure 1,500 jobs in 
Northern Ireland, erente up to 


THE WEEK IN BRITAIN 
by James Lewis 


9,000 jobs at contracting firms 
elsewhere in the UK, and also 
enhance the export prospects for 
Firestreak, a shoulder-borne mis- 
sile which is the fastest of ita kind 
in the world. 

The’. jobs promised by Boeing and 
Shorts will not, however, compen- 
sate for the 24,000 redundancies 
threatened by British Telecom 
over the next four years. The 
newly-privatiaed firm, which made 
a record profit of more than £1 
billion in the last six months, has 
been shedding labour at the rate of 
5,000-6,000 a year in recent years, 
and that rate İs to be continued. 

Labour staged a 23-hour filibus- 
ter in the Commons in a vain 
attempt to defeat the controversial 
Education Bill which acraps the 
long-established Burnham negati- 
ating machinery between teachers 
and their local authority employ- 
ers and empowers the Education 
Secretary, Mr Kenneth Baker, to 
impose a pay settlement in the 
bitter. and long-running teachers’ 
Pey dispute. 

hough ‘few people will mourn 
the loss of the antiquated and 
inefficient Burnham machinery, 
the Bill breaks entirely new 
ground in allowiıg n Ministor to 
imposa conditions of servico on 
people he doea not employ and, in 
effect, to deny them their negotint- 
ing righte. While tenchers belong 
to what is probably the moat 
disunited profession in the coun- 
iry, they are at least united in 
their dialike of Mr Baker's high- 
handedness and their resentment 
does not offer much hope of pence 
in the nation's schools. 

The filibuster had the effect of 
knocking out a whole a parlia« 
mentary businese, including ques- 
tions to the Prime Minister, which 
is one ol the highlights of the week 
in the Commons. Labour's leader, 
Mr Neil Kinnéck, was accused by 


the RAF ia, of course, vital. No one wants to 
buy anything that does not work. But the 


point is not whether the system 


within the deadline set by the Government, 
but whether it can be made to work within a 
reasonable timespan now that GEC has 
ahown signs of getting ita act together. 
What's six months in 10Û yeara of industrial 


decline? 


If you were looking around the world for 
the Hitech growth areas of the future in 


which Britain might profitability 
more resources (in order to make 


declining industries like steel, motorcycles, 
cars, shipbuilding, coal and so forth) then 


airborne radar would certainly be a 


candidate, Obviously, for the country which 
invented both radar and the jet engine. Not 
just for defence, but for the spin-off into 


other areas of electronics. And if 


already spent £1 billion on research and 


Awacs v Nimrod furore 


A MAJOR political controversy 
blew up this week with the Go¥- 
ernment's reported intention to 
buy the American Boeing Awacs 
airborne early warning syatem in 
preference to the British Nimrod 
aircraft jointly developed, at great 
expense to the taxpayer, by the 
state-owned British Aerospace and 
the General Electric Company. 

Though senior Ministers refused 
to say anything about their inten- 
tion — and tho Commons was 
refused permiasion to debate it on 
Monday — the pressure to buy 
Boeing is said to have coıne fron 
mililary advisers who claim it 
performs better than Nimrod, on 
which development costs of £900 
milion have already been in- 
curred. This will have to be 
written off if Boeing gets the 
contract. 

The development of Nimrod has, 
admittedly, taken three yenr» 
longer than expected because ûl 
problems with ile technical equip- 
ment. But GEC claims these have 
now been solved and that it has 
been treated ahabbily in what has 
been one of the most bitterly 
contested defence procurement 
contracts for many years. 

The chairman of GEC is Mr 
James Prior, a leading Tory “wet” 
who resigned from the Govern- 
ment last year after a turbulent 
career in Mrs Thatcher's Cabinet. 
He complained this week that, 
while he had not been allowed to 
see the technical assessment in 
favour of Boeing, the American 
company seeı to know every- 
thing that had been going on. 

"We believe, and our experts 
believe, that we have met all the 
performance targets set for us,” 
said Mr Prior, whose company has 
now appointed an independent 
asseasor to weigh up the respective 
merits of the rival aircraft. What- 
ever conclusions are reached, how- 
ever, will be too late. The 
Government's controversial deci- 
sion was expected to be announced 
to MPs on the.day they were to 
leave for the Christmas races. 

The rejection of Nimrod would 
cost at least 2,700 GEC jobs and 
would probably demolish any prus- 
pecls of ovorseas ordors for the 
aircraft. “It would be a vote of no 
confidence in British industry," 
said a Labour front-bench spokes- 
man, Mr Gerald Kaufman. At 
least 78 MPs of all parties, led by 
the former Industry Sccretary, Mr 
Cecil Parkinson, agree witb him 
and have called on the Govern- 
ment to back Nimrod to protect 
Britlah technology and jobs. 

The whole saga bears many 
similarities to the sale of Westland 
Helicopters to an American com- 
pany earlier this year in a contro- 
versy which, caused the 
resignations of two Cabinet Minis- 
ters. The objections, now as then, 
were spelled uut ay Mr Kaufman: 
“Once again Mrs Thatcher ia bend- 
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Barbican 
no place for 
the Contras 


We wholeheartedly deplore 
use of the Batbicalı م‎ 


the leader of the r I 
guan position RON a 

rrorist organisa! 3 
ago abandoned military tti E 
favour of the rape, murder, tortura 
and kidnapping of innocent eivil 
ians. 

Contra terrorism ia common 
practice and well documented by 
organisations such as Amnesty 
International and AmericasWateh 

We cannot believe that a 
international arts centre, with a 
reputation such aa that of ihe 
Barbican, would wish in any Way 
to be associated with the activities 
of such an organisation. 

Caryl Churchill, Mary 
0 Paul Freeman, lan 

arleson, Salman Ruzahdie, 
and others, 


23 Bevenden Street, London NI. 
In South Africa 


The current state of 

in South Africa has been going f 
aix months. As one who arrived in 
Johannesburg on the fateful day, 
June 12, I'd like to emphasize the 
continuing plight of the estimated 
23,000 detained in South African 
gaols. 

According to Dr Allen Boesak, 
40 per cent of these detainees are 
children {under 18 yeara old). For 
them it promises to be a dark 
Christmas. 

(Rev) Cliff Warren 

Christian Aid, Southampton. 


Welsh wails 


Presents sometimes contain a hid- 
den meaniug. My wife bought me a 
tape of a Welsh male voice choir, 
which was completely incompre- 
hensible. After rajecting the coz 
clusion that it was in Welsh we 
discovered it had been recorded 
backwards, starting with the ap 
plause! 

D. W. Heather, 

Ruislip, Middlesex. 


Yarooh! 
Anuent your conıment on the 


meaning of the word “yarooh” 
tLeador, Nov 10). I have always 
believed "yarooh” meant “ouch", 
thal is, an exclamation of pai. 
This could be because I attended 
Blackfriars School rather than 
Groyfriars! 

Robin Griffin, 

Rosencath, Wellington, N2. 


Reagan at mercy of ‘bigots’ 


The present regime in Iran atops 
the „ Russian drive toward the 
Persian Gulf and inspires the 
Muslims of Russia and Afghani- 
stan to oppose the Communlst 
empire. Iran threatens the axis- 
tence of the pro-Communist anti- 
Israeli dictatorship of Iraq. Iran 
challenges the rampant greed and 
cynicism and devaluation of cul- 
ture in the world. Iran is the most 
populous nation of the Near East, 
We are blind if we do not join 
Israel iv opening a dialogue with 
Iran. 

Richard Bates Harris, 

Park Street, Leominster, Masa. 


Unbiased? 


.Icannat believe that Tad Tzulc's 
biography of Fidel Castro is unbi- 
aged. He haa claimed that Battista 
prisons were more humane than 
are present Cuban gaolers. Haydee 
Santamaria was presented her 
brother's eyeball on a plate when 
she was imprisoned after the July 
22, 1953, attack on the Moncada, 
and they threatened to remove the 
other one, But he had already been 
murdered by his gaolers. Ted Tzule 
is definitely not a supporter of the 
Cuban revolution and is probably 
nothing but a reactionary posing 
as 2 چاخ‎ 

64 
E 12 Street, 
Homestead, Pa, 


Cast-iron case for upending British Justice 


evidence for it. Evidence? 

But surely no member of the 
British judiciary would have the 
slightest qualms or have uttered 
the least amplnint aver such a 
minor point of law. Here, if the 
Government declares that the evi- 

nce against someone it doesn't 


. Jie is too secret to ahow to a court, - 


why need another word be said? A 
nod is as good na a wink to a blind 
jackass. 
.„ But these colonials have this odd 
idea that evidence must bo pro- 
duced in order to obtain a judg- 
ment even in matters involving 
national security. The word of Sir 
Robert Armstrong ian’t good 
enough for theml Disgraceful, 

And how different from the 
home jurisprudence of our own 
dear judiciary. 


Ralph Estling, 
Dowliah Wake, 
THiminster, Somerset. 


and Europeans 


Your leader “America baffles 
Europe” (Nov 9) was a timely 
elaboration of the generally differ- 
ing attitudes and values of peoplê 
on either side of the 
(though, of course, there are.many 
exceptions). - 8 

For me, this belief waa rêl 
forced this week as I wa n 


.the-film, "Blazing Saddles”, In ® 
rather unsavoury, but 

leas amusing, scene following 
i n. of gh 


. explanation for the cowboys ir 


ing self-satisfied amiles, 

fhe hour, an inhaled. halucinogêP: 
or wore still “regular”. tobace 
bodies were. explodad many .feet 


This inverslon of , priorltie® 


` would appear to point to armors 


deep-rooted difference. jn’ value® 


an: apparent from ‘the: merely 


- altered:pronunclatioh of my chosen 
Ble... | ° 1 


. (Dr) Clive Archery. 
Greenwich, London. : 


bygone era, would have been 
termed American proletariat. 
By -implication, he seems to sug- 
gest that the .Britisbh proletariat is 
somehow better educated. 

`, May I suggest that he educate 
himself by going out into the 


. streets and buying and then read- 


ing the “Sun,” “Mirror,” “Star,” 


newapapers? These reflect the gen- . 
eral educational level of the Brit- 
ish public, (since thay are freely 
choosing. when better newspapers 


.“are available), far more accurately 
than American TV reflects the 
intelligence of the US public, . . 


Both American TV .and, Britiah 
newspapers illustrate to the. point 
of absurdity the fact that a 
tion cannot make the masgea, what 
Goldfarb terms “literate”, Surely . 
the main lesgon to be learned from 
the rise of Hitler was that literacy, 
Christianity, industrialisation, ete, 
simply do dot, in the final analysis, 


e much difference: to tha way . th: 


the masses react to théir lead 
..Rı F, Lever, . ik 
Putnam Valley, 


tative democracies outside the 
Western world. When, in the 
1950s, Mossadeq was elected Pre- 
mier, the CIA helped eliminate 
him. When, in the 1970s, Imam 
Khomeini called for the restora- 
tion of democracy, and for the end 
of the foreign influence of the 
atheistic materiallam of commu- 
nism and capitalism, the puppet 
Shah persecuted the Muslim cler- 
gy and, after the Shah's flight from 
İran to the US, the CIA helped 
assassinate many ayatollahs close 
to Imam Khomeini and thus cre- 
ated a great distrust of the West. 
Qur friend and the Imam'’s friend 
Bani-Sadr was swept from power. 


Un-neighbourly conduct 


taken positive legislative action on 
the problem, and hopefully more is 
around the corner. But to avoid 
ecological catastrophe will require 
the cooperation of our “great 
friends and neighbours", the 
Americans, who heretofore have 
shown great reluctance to get their 
act together. 

In light of these facts, one cannot 
but wonder where all of Mr Lieb- 
man's Americans with “superla- 
tive educations” are hiding. 


Louis M. H. Belzil, 
Montréal. 


it a little naive to suppose that an 
organisation which can put its 
chaps into key positions in our y 
circus haan't got its copy of the 
book already? Does Mra Thatcher 
think that Ivan Gumahoff is going 
to queue up outside W, H. Smith? 
Tom Conti, 
London W1, . 


n سم‎ 


I, aa Mrs Thatcher claims 
members of MIŠ have a lifetime's 
dbigation maln ailent, 
couldn't somebo lease 
made a member? ٣ E er 

Janet Evans, 

Milton Bryan, 

Woburm, Beda. 


Again, those peculiar Anti- 
podeans and their funny, upside- 
down attitudes! Some Aussie judge 
dares upbraid Her Majesty's 
Government for bringing a lawsuit 
and then refusing to produce the 


Americans 


„j, Têfer to Mr Goldfarb's article 
Why lca is 8o forelgn” and 
fo the subsequent letters to thé 
editor. : 

Î have been a student in various 
suhjects at two universities in 


` West Germany and one in Canada, 


and am prerently student at a US 
university, known to be one of the 


[bestin the "country. The two jéaira” and any “otter Britiah popular . 


lat I have stayed here were a 


th 
disappointment, In most’ under- 
gra 


uate as well' ag graduate 
coursea, you are trained to func- 
tion like 4- robot and you are 
examined on your ability to do so. 
In other words: you are gettin, 
loads of “busy work,” ` and the’ 


‘faster you do that kin 
rak 4 d of work, the 


Hanns-Andre Pitot, 
State College, 
PA 16801. 


In the article “Why America i 
80 foraigi”, Michael Geli gi 
American expatriate who has been 


„ living in London for a year, gives 


an interesting commentary on thé " 


` Bssential stupidity of what, in. a . ‘NY. 


and the Americans from their . 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Visas no 
indication 
of racism 


A. Simons (Letters, Nov 16 
should get the facta straight bef 
asking James Lewis to look to- 
warda India “to ges raciam at its 
Pk 

ia newa ta me that the Engliah 
and Australian are racially differ. 
ent, but that is largely irrelevant. 
Australia requires a visa of every 
foreign visitor except a New Zea- 
lander, much as India does of just 
about every non-Indian these daya. 

T am a US resident holding an 
Indian pasaport and have travelled 
16 times to the UK and four times 
to Australia. Never once have I 
been bothered or ineconvenlenced 
by the need to procure an Aussie 
visa. Before I travel again ta 

md, however, I1] think twice 
— tlıe climate has changed. 

In contrast to my American 
frienda, 1 require visas to travel to 
most European countries (even 
befora the current regulations), 
but that is the price of political 
divigions. It ia unfortunate that 
Britiah pPassport-holders have to 
pay five times what dinkum 
Aussie dosa, but that too is politica, 
hardly raclam! دج‎ 


An opportunity to open to the 
Moslem world has been; lost. The 
bravenegs of President 
earlier shown at Reykjavik, later 
ahown by his emissaries to Iran, to 
create a dialogue has been pun- 
iahed by the bigota of the West. 

Iran has a recent history of 
ousting the British, the Rusaians 


positiona of dominance. Unlike 
many states in the Near East and 
elsewhere, Iran is not a. recent 
artificial ereation of Western colo 
ml Bowers but 2 ancient 
aation going ck to the 
beginning of the human race, 
Jt is now one of the few represén- 


Mr Liebman's bafflement at 
‘leftist Europeans” {Letters, Nov 
30), and their un-neighbourly con- 
duct astonishes me. Canada has 
been on the receiving end of 
American boorishness for a long 
time, and the trend shows no sign 
of abating. Recent examples in- 
clude the refusal to deal with the 
mounting acid rain problem, Eaat- 
ern Canadian forests every year 
show increased damage, and yet 


On a different note, holders of ga he Reagan Administration refuses 
British passport don't always fare a mow lelge that a prob- 


well in the UK either. A few years 
ago, East Africans got stuck with 
the Queen's paasport — maybe 
Hong Kongers be next, in 11 
ears, But Jii meslans never did 
ave any problems, nor, Î sı 2 
will South Africans. ik 
R. Balasubramanian, 
Nashua, N.H. 


The infuriating verb 
to havernitze 


Derek Roberta's concern that he 
may be the only person to find the 
practice of “Have a nlee day” 
insincere and unnecessary ig un- 
founded. There are many people in 
the States who wish the phrase 
would go away. 

„Some months ago the New York 
in printed an article by a 
visiting Englishman who had had 
it with nice daya. Among other 
things, he posited that there is a 
verb “havernize” in American 


The Canadian Government has 


How often have we heard, in the 
hushed and hallowed tones of the 
BBC show "zome documents were 
#0 g#ensitive that even the judge 
Waa not allowed to gee them?” As a 
result of the independent attitude 
of an Australian court, we can now 
gee the phrase as the humbug it 

. ways was — not: objective BBC 
editorial but direct quotation from’ 
a Downing Street briefing. 

Why are we in this country so 
gupine and creduloua as not to 
have seen earlier the disparity 
between the pious theory that 
security gervicea must always “act 
within the law” and this petty 
device for blocking the law by aide- 
stepping a court's authority? 


English. I pray he did not hear of onald P. Maw, 
the crazed bureaucrat in Washing- ak Wy nd, 


ton who wanted to have every bus 
in the US carry the damnable 
phrase on the reels which give 
destinations. 

Jahn F. Miller, 
Boylston, Boston, MA. 
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We are told that publication of 
Mr Peter Wright's book could be 
harmful to national security, Isn't 
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Safety shutdown threat to Sellafield 


transfers between buildings which 
were unsatisfactory in 1981 atil! 
showed signs of inattention. 

The 12-man team of ii ctora 
from the Nuclear Installations 
Inspectorate acknowledged that 
gome of BNFL’s problems could not 
be solved until the problems of 

jetting rid of nuclear waste had 
bean aolved. 

In a statement, BNFL said it 
would reapond positively to the 
report's fAndings. A number of 
specific requirements had already 
been tackled, 

As the report indicated, high 
priority had been given to develop- 
ment of ncw planta, including 
reduced radioactive discharges to 
the sea. “The company accepta that 
it la now timely to deploy moro 
resources on improving older opor- 
ating planta on the site and on 
decommissioning," BNFL said. 


id 


Ifyou have sterling funds to invest, find out about the 


FILL IN THE 
COUPON. THEN FILL 
IN CHEQUES FROM 
A DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 
THAT PAYS OVER 


completed — even some priority 


work, 

The HSE haa told BNFL that it 
has to prove tbe plant is safe to 
juatify ita continued operation of 
reprocessing. Technical support 
groups responsible for the revision 
of working instructions and safety 
were seriously undermanned. 

The inspectors did not look at 
the milltary reactor at Sellafield 
and only had a brief look at some 
of the older buildings. There were 
a large number of abandoned or 
party-used buildings, many con- 
taminated and presenting û poten- 
tial hazard with leaks. They 
required constant vigilance, which 
wag nat ا‎ Een 

Analysis of the equipment in the 
reprocessing plant showed that 62 
per cont waa in good or satisfactory 
state, 31 per cent tolerablo, and 17 
per cent substandard. Pipelines for 
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for Magnox fuel, some of which are 
30 years old. 


The report says that in the 


room, which‏ اوا ت ا 
monitors wi‏ 
lant, so many modifications had‏ 
been made over the yeara that‏ 
there was no longer a clear picture‏ 
of what was going on in the works.‏ 


 İs going on in the 


The report saya: “The condition 


of the plant seems to have been 
subordinated to the requirements 
of current production, is unsatis- 
factory and demands planned new 


By Paul Brown 


nvestment to enable it to perform 
for a [urther 10 years and beyond 
without unnecessary hazard to 
workers, and in the extreme to the 
public.” 


Even if all 11 British Magnox 


stationa were ahut down immedi- 
ately it would still take 10 years to 
reprocess all the spent fuocl in 
store. Many millions of pounds will 
now have to be spent by BNFL to 
modernise the plant. 


The standards achieved at Selln- 


field were not up to those of the 
chemical industry or other parts of 
the nuclear industry. Management 
and staff wore cutting corners and 
were carcless of their own safety, 
the report says. Production in the 
plant was being resumed after 
each annual shut-down without 
the full schedule of work being 


Shultz condemns Labour 


By David McKle and Hella Plck 


ing the US Administration's credi- 
bility aus the arma scandal 
continues to unfold. Widespread 
concern was voiced in privute 
conversationg, but it never sur- 
faced even during the restricted 
meetings at the council. 
There was scarcely a hint of 
crieen tha he Ui Ste. 
had abandoned the Salt II treaty, 
despite Allied advice not to do so. 
Nor was concern expreased over 
Washinglon's refusal to contem- 
plate further superpower summits. 


Mr Shultz presented an optimis.- 
tic assessment of the prospects for 
nuclear arms control negotiationa 
with the Russians. But he did not 
discuss how to break the deadlock 
over space weapons, which broke 
up the Reykjavik meeting. 

The Nato council communiqué 
declared Alliance pressure for the 
more cautious approach to arta 
control priorities that Mra Thateh- 
er set out during her visit to Camp 
David last month. 


The communiqué underlined the 
mead to maintain the nuclear 
nent in the Alliance strategy 
an deterrents. It recommended a 
5Û per cent cut in US and Soviet 
strategic offensive forces and amit- 
ted any reference to the elinina- 
tion of ballistic nuclear migailes 
over a 10-year period, as envisaged 


by Mr Reagan at Reykjavik. 


Spain .issues. bases. ultimatum 


By Hella Pick 


Mr Felipe Gonzalez, the Spaniah 
Prima Minister won a referendum, 
Spain's membership of 
Nato earlier this year, only after 


approvin| 


romising to secure a reductlon o 
the Us military presence in Spain. 


Three rounds of talks have seen 
American negotiators try to link 
the US presence to overall Nato 
commitments, while Spain has 
insisted that e moter lk ا‎ 
der a bilateral agrecmenl sign’ 
in 1953, 29 years before it joined 


the Alliance. 


Mr Ordonez warned Mr Shultz 
ement would not 


that the 1953 a 0 
be renewed when it expired jı 


May, 1988, unless the. United : 
States accepted significant troop 


reductions. 


policy 


ventional forces, but we will alo 
remove the imbalances and diator- 
tlona that Trident causes. 

“We will, for example, be able to 
restore the commitment to a 50- 
warship Navy; we will build the 
European Fighter Aircraft; and we 
will restore the standards of equip- 
ment and training of the British 
Army in Germany as part of the 
strengthening of conventional 
forcea along the central front.” 

For Nato, the Labour policy 
envisages two changes, neither 
sufficient on its own: ending the 
reliance on nuclear weapons and 
enhancing Nato’s conventional 
atrength. 

The allied strategy of threaten- 
ing the firat use of nuclear weap- 
ons is unworkable, it argues, yet 
provokes an excuse for not enhanc- 
ing conventional strength. 2 

“That is why it ia our intention 
to cancel Trident, decommission 
Polaris and remove all American 
nuclear weapons in this country. highly critical report on Sellafield 
Only by doling s0 will we be jn 1981 some faults had still not 
believed when we argue for less pgen rectified. Mr Rimington anid 
reliance on nuclear weapons. a tougher stand would be taken 

“Everything we do will involve this time. The report's findinga 
consultation with our allies," yere not recommendations but 
i PE Bio incensing the ™"® elmê whieh a 

“And far from carried out, or 
Americans, at e ert of 0 0 ould be ghut. P 

olicy is just what they so often safety audit concentrated on 
E that Europe should play a e buildings at BNFL, 
ات ا‎ part in e ER particularly the reprocessing plant 

aAbour s contrıl 

conventional deterrence would, be- 
aides switching national resources 
from nuclear weapons, include 
working for more efficient procure- 
ment policies in the alliance, re- 
versing the trend towarda "un- 
necessarily sophisticated and 
exiremely expensive weaponry” in 
favour of simpler, cheaper weap- 
ons. 

Aas a first step, Labour would 
propose withdrawing all nuclear 
and chemical wenpons from A 1f0- 
kilometre corrıdur on wrther sıdu ul 
the Iron Curtain. 

It would call for more use of 
regservea, as in Scandinavia and 
Switzerland, and for more use of 
defensive weaponry and barriers 
— although Mr Kinnock empha- 
sised at his press conference yes- 
terday that there would always be 
a need to attack air bases and 
other targets behind an enemy's 
lines. 

The policy confronts the fear of 
nuclear blackmail, which it de- 
acribes aa fallacious. 

“It haa long been clear — aa the 
disaster of C obyl horrifyingly 
demonstrated —- that ths spread of 
radioactive contamination would 
make the use of nuclear weapons 
largely self-defeating.” 

furming finally to the view of 

Washington, the document points 

out that its proposals are nowhere 

near as radical as thé French 
decision in 1967 to withdraw frora 

Nato's integrated military struc- 

ture which meant moving the 

headquarters from Paris to Brus- 
5: licies ara not 
'“Because our policies ara 
nimed at harming 'Amerjecan inter- 
est or at getting rid of {he Aieri- 
can conventional forces in Britain, 
there ia no ا‎ ean bY 

sy ahould not work constructive- 1 
ih the policy of modernising close all US military و ا‎ 
Nato strategy. . .. We accept that Washington agrees 0 rec e 
both the US and the Soviet ain Lay n 8 الي‎ e 

nt to maintain a minimum e Spa! . 
ا‎ capability as long as e France n o 

er does. confron' 8 
e since both Mr Reagan and State, Mr George Shultz, over 0 
Mr Qorbachev agreed at Roykjavik reluctance to renegotiate the 
that their aim was to necure the agreement covering US e 
abolition of nuclear weapons, we Spain on terms acceptable to the 
consider that there are grounds for Spanish Government. i 
hope that the maintenance of The §ı aniah intervention at the 
nuclear strike capabilities by the Nato ministerial council in Brus- 
superpowers will be a transient gela, followed ‘angry, inconclusive 

exchange sai beta 0 0‏ : : ووا 

: ieanti - Defence Secretary, 
ing a te mizar time, ret use” oF Weinberger and hı Spanish coun- 
nuclear weapons by Nato and terpart during, a Nato defence 
removal of therm from Europe.” ministera' meeting there. 


SAFETY at Sellafleld, in west 
Cumbria, is still well below the 
standards expected for the nuclear 
industry, according to a report by 
the Health and Safety Executive, 
published last week. It said that if 
significant advances were not 
made in a year the HSE would 
order the elosure of the 
reprocessing plant until safety was 


ved. 
John Rimington, the diree- 
tor-general of the HSE, said Brit- 
ish Nuclear Fuels had failed to 
keep radiation doses to workers a8 
low as reasonably achievable, 
which was ita statutory duty. 

The HSE was algo altering the i 
licence conditions for the site s80 
that there was a regular shutdown 
for essential maintenance, im- 
provements and safety. Mr Rem- 
ington said the report was 
designed aa “a major jolt to the 
management." : 

The report noted that despite 
many improvements since ita last 


THE US Secretary of State, Mr 
George Shultz, joined the condeın- 
nation of Labour's non-nuclear 
defence policy. Speaking at a press 
conference after a Nuto meeting in 
Bruggele, he said unilateral nuc- 
lear disarmament would be a 
catastrophe if implemented. 

Mr Shull sul hv would mut 
normally comment on an internal 
political argument in another 
country, but he asked: “Why in the 
world would we put ourselves in a 
position where the Soviet Union 
can look down our throats and tell 
ua where to go because they are 
heavily armed and we have 
thrown our arms away? It makes 
no sense at all." 

The Nato alliance has opted for 
Mrs Thatcher's more limited pre- 
scription for arms reduction in- 
stead of the total ban on nuclear 
weapons briefly mooted at the 
Reykjavik summit of the two 
superpowers. The Nato ministerial 
council has alao given President 
Reagan a stronger vote of confl- 
dence than he now enjoys in the 
United States. 

Mr Shultz assured other Nato 
foreign ministers that the Iran 
arms affair would not stand in the 
way of a vigorous foreign policy. 

e Nato foreign ministers. were 
clearly determined to say nothing 
to Mr Shultz that might rock the 
bont of Alliance unity by question- 


SPAIN has warned that it will 


‘THE GUARDIAN, Decembêér 21, 1988 


1 Labour spells out defence 


THE GUARDIAN, Dacember 21, 198g 


policy, the Labour document e 
rates “the bitter paradox” e 
Conservative government claim- 
ing to be strong on defence while 
presiding over a decline in mill. 
tary expenditure of 6 cent in 
a terms, e wing for 
nfiation, over the three yeara 
1988-89. ٠ 

According to Labour's analysis, 
this reduction, combined with the 
cost of Mrs Thatcher's “nuclear 
fixation,” means several things: 
® For the Royal Navy — fewer 
frigates (a loss of at least three 
over the next decade), only parti 
replacement of the ambi 
forces for the Royal Marines, a 
probable reduction in dieaelalge. 
tric submarines from 13 to 8, and 
fewer support vessels. 

e For e oe Ai Force — no 
money yet for n 

er Aircraft, delays E 
new helicopter, and 

of a second order of Harrier GRés. 
® For the Army — cuts in train- 
ing and equipment, possible loss of 
an anti-tank misaile, acatterable 
mines, an electronic warfare ays- 
tem and tank improvements. 

The forces are in this position, 
according to Labour, because of the 
Government's determination to 
spread linıiLed resources across too 
many commitments. 

“Britain's defences now urgently 
need to be restructured to meel 
modern demanda," the document 
says. 

It accuses the Government not 
only of running down national 
defences but of failing to tackle the 
mounting struins in the Nato 
alliance, arising from a divergence 


David Falrhall looks at the priorities 


between the States’ worldwide 48- .. 
curity interests und ihe narrower 
problem of defending Europe. 

Would the Americans risk 
Washington for London, or Chica- 
go for Hamburg? it aaks, and it 
casts doubt on the Nato strategy of 
“flexible response,” which relies on 
tho residual threat of nuclear 
conflict if Europe's convenl 
defence were collıpsing. 

The nerd for change has been 
accontuated, Labour argues, bY 
scientific evidence that most of 
those loft ulive aftor a full-scale 
nuclear atlack on the UK — 
estimated to have killed 29 million 
people — would later be killed in 
the cold und starvation of a “nut 
lear winter.” Yet nuclear weapo 
continued to proliferate, incli 
some apparently intended for 
Sene a naine a Bl 
“limited” war in Europe. 

Labour's alternative approach 
“is founded upon the plain fs 
that in our national defence hê 
probability of a potential aggressor 
being defeated is diminishing €” 


„, cause of Britain’s declining cof’ 
' ventional forces, and because 


Nato's ver-emphasis on 
weapons”. 

În national terms, the ` polly 
document wanta defence commit 
ments restructured to put mone 
where it is needed most, 

A commitment to the Falklands 
i8 included in a list. Britaln 
was right to jt to recover 
islands from Argentina, the doc 
ment says, but Mrs ‘Thateher’s 
Fortress Falklands policy is quite 
he tat lrmportant stép: Wa 

le most important 9 
cancelling “the appallingly E 
sive Tridènt' programme”.— a flê 
of four new Trident ballistic mi 
gile submarine to replace the 
Polaris nuclear deterrent forcê.’ 

` “So, we will cancel Trident; and 


` we will decomniissioh the ageing 
;Polaris: In doing ao we“will not 
‘only release money“which we el 
.devotê to strengtheliiğ ‘our cû” 


What enemy will believe thatthe - - 


nn Lee 


THE essence of Labours new 
defence policy, published last 
week, is its proposal to spend: the 
money saved by abandoning nuc- 
lear weapone on atrengtheni 
Britain's conventional r 
to encourage Nato to put leas 
reliance on nuclear deterrence. 

This is coupled with two asser- 
tions: 
¢ That Mra Thatcher's govern- 
ment is running down our conven- 
tional defences at sea, on land and 
in the air, determined to buy new 
Trident nuclear missiles from a 
declining defence budget. 
® That when Labour's policy is 
fully explained to the United 
tates, the Americans will see it 
has benefits for Nato and need nat 
harm thelr many conventional 
military bases in this country, 
even though US nuclear weapons 
will have been removed. 

The document, Labour's Strate- 
gy for Defence — The Power to 
Defend our Country, was present- 
ed at a Press conference in London 
by the Labour leader, Mr Neil 
Kinnock, who characterised his 
policy as a switch fron “nuclear 
pretence to real defence.” 

His defence spokesman, Mr 
Denzil Davies, produced graphs 
Epasting that by 1990, as a 
declining defence budget is 
squeezed by rising expenditure on 
Trident, spending on new conven- 
tional equipment will have to be 
cut by 30 per cent. 

The shadow foreign secretary, 
Mr Denis Healey, argued that the 
Americans can be persuaded to 
accept Labour's policy, even the 
removal of cruise missiles, and 


viously heard from any Labour 
adership. For the last 20 Years, 
Labour defence pie has been a 
thing of such ambiguity, conducted 
behind such smokescreens of de- 
ception, that leaders have feared to 
make any ringing case for high 
defence spending. Both as to re- 
sources and as to strategy, the 
nuclear double-talk has infected 
all aapecta of the military pro- 
gramme, 


An Ironic result of the definitive 
rejection of a nuclear policy has 
been the elevation of defence 
spending into a key socialist prior- 
iby. To hear Kinnock talking about 
Exûcet missiles and other wonders 
of modern weaponry is to be 
reminded that, in his anxiety to 
rebut the Tory claim that he is a 
neutralist and a quitter, he ia 
obliged to sound like a leader who 
positively celebrates our tanka and 
frigates and all who ride in them, 

He was a little nervous last 
week, and sometimea fuffed his 
words. Grand Old Man Healey 
sounded, as he should, more confi- 
dent with the strategic talk, and igs 
certainly a more effortless practi- 
tioner of ambiguity. But the leader 
ia improving. If he goes on long 
enough counting off the missiles 
and the gurus (he's almost enter- 
ing the Healey league as a 
selective name-dropper), he might 
even replace the actor Timothy 
West who, revealingly, waa 
wheeled in to play the pseudo- 
statesman at the centre of the 
party's recent television commer- 
cial on defence. 

Thirdly, there is the effect in the 
country. If Kinnock can go on 
finding the words to defuse a 
potential destabilisation of Nato — 
car go on, in effect, edging towarda 
the prospect of some species of 
1 Fp hg haseg rrr, hia 
gffect need not be s0 catastrophic 
as ia currently believed. 

Thus qualified and confined, the 
Labour policy doea, after all, raise 
a serious question, which cannot 
be disposed of for the whole of the 
next 12 months by slogans and 
smears. It is a question about 
means and ends, prestige and 
reality, credibility and disbelief, 
Does Kinnock strike a chord when 
he saya that we suffer from folie de 
grandeur, and should recalibrate 
our defences to ft our station? Is 
he not somewhat persuasive when 
he inquires precisely which confer- 
ence chambers we would be ex. 
cluded (rom, or even enter naked, 
if we did not have the bomb? Were 
we at Reykjavik? Are we at 
Geneva? 

Another question muat be asked 
of the Conservatives, Again, there 
ia time to reach beyond coarse 
agsertion. For are they uot guilty 
of their own kind of aR ont 

eing 


that aince the Reykjavik summit 
US policy has in any cae moved in 
the same direction. 

He said Labour strongly sup- 
ported the United States’ declared 
objective to remove all intermedi- 
ate nuclear missiles from Europe 
(that is American cruise and Per- 
shing I, and Soviet SS-20), to 
halve strategic nuclear missiles in 
five years, and to eliminate ballia- 
tic miasiles, strategic and tactical, 
within a further five yeara. 

“Wo are convinced we shall be 
able to convince our allies that the 
removal of cruise missiles, 
Poseidon submarines and nuclear 
bombs from Britain will not 'be 
against their interests.” 8 

“Indeed, restricting the Ameri- 
can F-111 aircraft based in Britain 
to the conventional role will 
strengthen Nato’s conventional de- 
terrent, aa will the military re- 
sources freed by our decision to 
cancel Polaris and Trident,” 

The policy document gays: “In 
our own national defences, the 
Present Government is presiding 
over a serious decline in the 
strength of all our armed forces. 
Had the invasion of the Falklands 
by the Argentine junta come even 
‘Bix mouths ‘latér"tialh it did, it ig 
doubtful that we could bave re- 
gained the islanda, 

“Nato’s strategy is alao being 
called into question. As long as the 
Soviet Union poses a potential 
military threat to Western Europe, 
we need ã strong Nato. But ita 
reliance on the threat to use 
American nuclear weapons in re- 


They make a great deal of 
alone, the party of defence. But 
after the election, if we take 
Labour and the Conservatives at 
their word, contrasting proapecta 
present themselves, 


comnıitménts remaining much ag 
they are now, with the prospect of 
any reduction, within the Present 
overall defence budget, postponed 
for at least a decade. The other ig 
of a defence budget already going 
down, within which, to accommo- 
date Trident, a alow squeeze on 
existing commitments geema quite 
inevitable, 


sponse to a cornıventional attac 
. _ We might have to wait for a can nû longer be sustained, 
Labour Party conference to test “We know, in the light of 


Chernaby! and research into 'nuc- 
lear winter,' how the use of nuclear 
weapons could destroy populatliona 
‘and military’ forces on all sides. 


a reason, perhaps, for Mrs Thatch- 

er to delay.the election and wateh 
hour once again tear .themgelves 

apart, To test the second, we could 

do with more frankness from the Americans will commit suicide to 
Einial an invader of Weatern 
urope in thièse circumstances?” : 

„ Setting the scene ‘far itê "own 


. SQMprorm: 


-- .One-ia-of conventional forces and 


` the credibility of the firat scenario: 


` Tories here and now. Will Geor 
ga bring himself to uprly 


of leverage looma into view. 

As a prelude to consultationa 
comes a certain amount of defiant 
fist-waving. The United States, 
“not in the 
business of imposing weapons on 
its allies”, We were a sovereign 
country, A sovereign country must 


Besides, there was the priceless 
weapon of intelligence. Although 
currently painted as the enemy of 

Li gence and security, the 
Labour leader now puts his name 
behind every last ounce of its 
importance. Washington needa ev- 
erything Britain has to offer, 


iitelligence. 


İs poate based here, he gaid. These 
were essential — a neat point, this 
— for American domestic defence, 
not merely for the American pres- 


So quite a significant shift is 
being attempted. In ita absolutiat 
form of expelling American nuc- 
lear armaments, the non-nuclear 
E EGR 


By Hugo Young 
policy ia beginning to be presented 


more as an aspiration than an 
unalterable fact, and certainly not 
a8 a threat. We are clear what we 
want to achieve, Kinnock says. 
And these are our suggeated 
means of achieving it. But we 
remain allies. We wort exactly 
negotiate, but we'll certainly dia- 


we have here ia the 
makings of a fudge. What will be 
ita political consequences? 
to note is that it 
ia not a fudge of Wilsonian propor- 
tiona. Unlike the government of 
Harold Wilson and Jim Callaghan, 
a Kinnock government would not 
go back on the pledge to get rid of 
the British indepandent deterrent. 
“° A consequence of the difficulties 
created by Kinnock's wholegale 
endorsement of conference policy 
on the bases has been to make the 
argumeént about the deterrent, 
once 80 rate seem quite one- 
tting rid of Polaria and 
not buying Trident now seems an 
innocuous policy, supported by the 
consensual party wisdom, and vir- 
tually no Labour politician would 
want to go back on it, That ig an 
advance for clarity. It offers the 
certain prospect of the most radical 
break with the past in the hiatory 


Second, the other limb of the 
Labour policy, the reinforcement of 
conventional forces, is acquiring 
around it a rhetoric of aupport not 


A conventional sabre-rattli 
challenge to Tories 


MANY Labour MPs and half the 
Shadow Cabinet came to the great 
launch of Labour's defence policy 
last week. Would it float, or were 
they sunk? Mostly from the right 
of the party, they looked 
1 sengera not finding 
ly insurance. By the 
end they must have felt better. At 
least when the vessel left the 
glipway, the automatic pilot wasn’t 
get head-on for the rocka. 

. This is because the policy ia 
beginning to change. Or rather, ita 
nuances are changing, and, in thia 
strange world of anticipated 
government where no actual deci- 
gions can be put into effect, nuance 
is everything. No 
Labour's non-nuclear policy pri- 
marily about Britain's role as a 
world moral leader, or the educa- 
tive effects British disarmament 
could have on other nuclear pow- 
era. It is about something slightly 


sald Kinnock, was 
ike 


act like one. 


both inte 


including its own 


longer 


ence in Europe. 


Pp rather 


cuss. 
What 
e first thin, 
aspects of the 


aided. 


rather aa Mr 


roposition 


asible basis for 


of the nuclear age. 
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The vogue words now are part- 
nership and consultation. Mr 
Kinnock put heavy emphasls on 
this, over and over again. “We will 
discuss the process with our allieg, 
That is part of our duty.” It would 
be far better to convert policy into 
action through partnerahi 
than by “ajection". 

Above all there was the matter 
of time. Hitherto the plain under- 
atanding has been that the entire 
policy, including the ejection of 

merican nuclear bases, would be 
completed within a year. The moat 
important piece of action last week 
was a studied distancing from this 


4 ight take only a year to deal 
with the “technicad' 

matter, Mr Kinnock said, but the 
politica would take longer. The 
definitive atatement ia now said to 
be one Kinnock made on television 
two months ago, when he aaid that 
he hoped the policy could be 
leted within the life of one 
ment, The private word from 
the leadership is, therefore, that 
“there is no time limit”, 

We begin to see a long vista 
ahead, possibly one without a 
definite end, 
Papandreou has discovered during 
his discussions about the Ameri 
can bases in Greece. Last weak 
Denis Healey once again commit- 
rty to the 
that Nato is “for the foreseeable 
future the only 
our defence an 
serioua Nato negotiators, ready to 
remind a Labour government of 
this commitment, a large amount 


sefire — but rebels keep arms 


accused Communist guerrillas of 
using the truce to further their 
quest for power. “Wao have seen 
countries in our region , 
have beon overrun because of this 
pattern of revolutionary warfaro 
which consists of fight, talk, fight, 
talk,” General Ramos said. 


. . that 


The army chief expressed anger 
a carefully. 


the ceasetiré agreament, 


about armed rel 
staged march into a Bataan prov. 
ince town on Wednesday, about 60 
miles west of the capital. General 
Ramos said the rebel parade and 
rally was a “provocalivo incident". 
The region's military commander 
said the guerrilla march, in which 
they brandished firearms. violated 


1 
Communist rebels swap to posters 


By Greg Jones In Manlla 


pealed for guerrillas to trust the 
Government and armed forces to 
honour the agreement. Monsignor 
Arturo Piamonte, the Bishop of 
Iloilo, described the ceasefire as 
"an answer to the prayers" of 
Filipinos. 
ilitary officials, howover, 
viewed the ceasefire more 
sceptically. Brigadier-CGeneral D. 
'T. Rio, the regional commander of 
several central island provinces 
warned rebels in a radio statement 
againat carrying firearms in popu- 
lated cenlres. 
The Philippinen armed forces 
chuef, General Fıdel Ramos, laler 


Mrs Araneta also ap- 


ن 


Philippines cea 


COMMUNIST rebels joined cele- 
brations and peace rallies around 
the Philippines last week as a 60- 
day ee between the Govern- 
ment and the New People's Army 
went into effect. For some rebels, 
the truce offered the first opportu- 
nity in 17 years of fighting to 
resurface legally. 

In many cities, rebel leaders and 
guorrillas gave interviews on radio 
stations, and later appeared at 
peace rallies sponsored by leftwing 
and Catholic groups. 

In Iloilo City, on the central 
island of Panay, Mrs Concha 
Araneta, a Communist official, 
pledged strict adherence to the 
ceasefire. 


US nuclear plant to be closed 


head shielding. 


But the Reagan Administration 
says bluntly that it cannot afford 
to lose this “key source" in the 

cess which turns uranium ore 
iquefled in Gore, Oklahoma, into 
plutonium at Hanford or an equal- 
Îy controversial plant at Savannah 
River, South Carolina, ready for 
the bomb factories at Amarillo, 
Texas. In 1981, it began a drive, 
both to replace and modernise ita 
26,000 nuclear warheads and to 
build a stockpile of plutonium. 'The 
budget has more than quadrupled, 

The fate of N reactor is not the 
only shadow over the area. The 
arid and (relatively) izolated 670 
. square mile site on the Columbia 


in my backyı 
short-listed finalists to become the 
US's major high-level nuclear 
waste dump. ٠ 
Hanford locals are convinced 
they were being get up to be 
awarded the luarative $25 billion 
poisoned chalice. Their suspicion is 
enhanced ‘by another campaign 
being run by the DoE to terminate 
the historic Separation of military 
from. civil nuclear 'programmes so 
that ..weapon-fuelling .plutoniam 
239 can alşo be extracted from the 
apent fuel of civil plants, “The 
SSR. is. not constrained using 
'dafence-dedicated reactors" a 
top official retently ronplained. If 
Congress would come up with the 
$6. billion needed to replace N 
reactor And also fund the waste 
there with ' ibw rules the 


tone. And; hay ace 


. dump ith 
*DoB"could kill. two .birds with one 


fish ھڏ‎ the Colum! û Riv 


By Michael White In Washlngton 


1949, for example, they deliberate- 
ly released a radioactive cloud — 
5,000 curies of iodine 131 — over 
Washington and Oregon in an 
experiment to locate the new 
Soviet plutonium planta. 

The plant was in trouble long 
before Chernobyl] with Congress, 
local politicians and newspapers 
like Portland's The Oregonian 
hammering away at lt. In May 
1985 when Governor Booth Gard- 
ner toured the site, he later 
discovered, signs warning against 
contaminated soil were hidden. 
Suspensions occurred and contrac- 
tora were replaced, but unlike civil 
nuclear plants which are 
monitored the not-always-ro- 
bust Nuclear Regulatory Commis- 


sion (NRC) military plants are run, 


unsupervised, the Department 
of Energy Db) itself. It is no 
longer a g arrangement. 
Six independent experts after 
Chernobyl put arı unwelcome apot- 
light on graphite-moderated reac- 
tora — eepecialy since Hanford 
algo lacks a steel and concrete 
containment, structure, Last weak: 
and two of the gix experts recom: 
mended its immediata and: 
permanent closure and all alx said 
the 28-year-old plant, designed to 
last 20 years, could not be run 
safely beyond the 1990s. Though ' 
judged safer than Chernobyl, ita 
renctor bullding was desigried only 
to withstand Šlb of prassure 
(against 50 for the modern US civil 
plant and 26 at Chernobyl} and 
years of radiation have caused ita. 
graphite blocks and the metal. 
tubes . which hold the fuel to. 
expand. By 1995, says one offlolal 
estimate, the f Rite blocks ‘will: 
have. grown the last five. inches 
and start breaking up, the over 


HALFWAY around the world from 
Chernobyl the stricken Soviet nuc- 
lear reactor has claimed its most 
apectacular victim. In a decision 
redolent with cold war ironies the 
US Department of Energy haa 
been forced to impose a aix month 
shut-down on the American reac- 
tor most like Chernobyl-4. It is a 
military one and ita function is to 
produce much of the plutonium for 
the nuclear weapons America 
pointa at the Soviet Union. 

The decision to spend an urgent 
$50 ا‎ im E e E 
tems and procedures at the agel 
N reactor at the Hanford nuclear 
reservation at Richland, Washing- 
ton in the Pacific north-west, is 
alarming the 10,000 .workers 
whose local prosperity nds on 
it. They fear it will not و یا‎ 
That suspicion is not shı by 
environmentalists and peaceniks 
who have 1qng campaigned a t 
a record of “widespread congplacen- 
cy” which included no less than 
2,800 pounds of plutonium 
unaccounted for even a decade ago. 

Hanford's eritics sey it 1s alreaı 
the largest nuclear waste tip in the 
world. Nonetheless it is on the 
short-list to become home for 
77,000 tons of long-term waste —~ 
with a half-life longer than man’s 
history on the planet. . 3 

Hanford is a remnant of the race 
to build the bomb in world war II. 
Chosen two days after the first 
sel&sustaining nuclear reaction 
had .been achieved in .1942, .1,500 
farmers were evicted two months 
later and 50,000 construction 
workers brought in, Secrecy and 
the claims of national security 
ensured. that only .now is proper 
evaluation being made of a cava- 
lier attitude towards the risks. In 
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North briefed British 
on Libya targets 


By Alex Brummer In Washington 


British officials discussed specific 
bombing targets with Colonel 
North with a view to reducing 
casualties during the American 
retaliatory raida. It waa empha- 
gaised that the raids should be 
precision boml „ aimed at sav- 
ing lives. Given the use of bases in 
Britain it would have been ridicu- 
lous for the UK not to have been 
congulted on targeting. 

Colonel North’s close relation- 
ship with the British foreign affaira 
and defence establishment in 
Washington dates back to the 
Falklanda war, when he was a key 
liuk between the White Houae and 
London. The colonel, who great! 
enjoys the company of Britis 

ciala, was well known at the 
embassy and also proud of his own 
English antecedents. Ho has been 
known to proclaim hirmmsolf n de- 
acendant of Lord North, George 
III's hapleas Prime Minister who 
lost the 13 colonies. 

Colonel North was a welcome 
figure at private British diplomat- 
ie functions, where he would hold 
forth publicly on sensitive matters 
of foreign policy. On one occasion, 
dining at the table of the Britieh 
naval attaché, Captain David 
Hart-Dyke, commander of a vessel 
sunk during the Falklanda con- 
flict, he meamerised guests with a 
vivid description of his own role in 
easing President Ferdinand 
Marcos out of the Philippines on a 
US plane. ., 

He told fellow guests tales of the 
special arrangements he made [or 
transporting the Marcos 4 
and their jewellery and weal 
from Manila to US soil. He left the 
distinct imı on that without 
his personal flair the dictator may 
have lingered longer iıı his puluce. 

These accounts of hia own impor- 
tance as a driving force behind 
American foreign Ty. eagerly 
taken up the US right wing, 
contrast with those of White House 
officials. 


They bave descibed “Ollie” 
North as a “figure prone to exag- 
geration, who didn't have all this 
contact and rapport. There was a 
dream-world quality to himı, in 
which things were bigger than 
reality.” 


LIEUTENANT Colonel Oliver 
North, the man at the centre of the 
covert US-Iran arms dealings, 
briefed British officials in the 
basement of the White House on 
bombing targets in Tripoli and 
Benghazi on the night of the US 
raids on Libya on April 15. 

The briefing, der with the 
most significant US retaliation to 
date against international terror- 
iam, ia said to reflect the unusually 
close relationship which existed in 
allied counter-tarrorism efforts be- 
tween British officials and the 
Anglophile Colonel North. 

Although Colonel North was 
merely one of four deputy directors 
for policy development and politi- 
cal-mili affairs at the National 
Security Council, he was a highly 
rated figure in British military 
and diplomatic circles in Washing- 
ton and frequented dinner parties 
given by senior British military 
staff. He was seen at the embassy 


as an important conduit to the top ' 


echelons at the White House, 
although he is said to have exag- 
gerated his ease of access to the 
President. 

The presence of British officials 
in the White House basement on 
the night of the Libyan raids 
indicates far greater British know- 
ledge of the operation, in particular 
the likely targets, than has gener- 
ally been conceded. With F-111 
bombers taking off from US bases 
in Britain there was atrang con- 
cern within the British Govern- 
ment that the loss of life ahould be 
minimised. Mrs Thatcher paid a 
high price in domestic popularity 
for her cooperation, against what 
was almost certainly her own 
better judgment. 

In London the ا‎ Office, 
asked to comment on the report, 
pojnted out the words used by the 

me Minister in the Commons 
soon after the raid, when she said 
that President Reagan's request to 
use British-based bombers led to 
“a series of exchanges". 

An official added: “Given the 
nature of the operation, the 
Government was in contact and 
close touch with tbe Americans. 
The nature of these contacts must 
necessarily remain confidential.” 

Sources in Washington say that 


Casey, Regan also to go 


By Alex Brummer in Washington 


already left, Lieutenant-Colonel 
North and Admiral Poindexter. 

Among the wise men called to 
the White House to counsel the 
Reagans were the former Demo- 
cratic Party chief, Mr Robert 
Strauss; the former Secretary of 
State, Mr ا‎ Rogers; E 
retired Republican Sentate major» 
ity leader, Mr Howard Baker. Mr 
Speakes said that the participants 
in the meeting discussed “the 
current sitùation”’ regarding the 
arms sglea to Iran and the Contra 
funding exercise. 

After three successive daya of 
testimony on Capitol Hil Mr 
Casey has become a central targat 
of Administration critics because 
of his role in the affair. Mr Casey 
has’ told Congress that he was 
“misled” by Colonel North and 
Admiral Poindexter when he 
asked them about a diversion of 
finds in October — six weeka 
before the public unveiling by Mr 
Meese, 

' It was alsû reported that Mr 
Casey encouraged the White 
House: in the ‘summer of 1985 to 
pursue ani Iranian initiative by 
providing an intelligence evalua- 
Inraeli claima 


willing to open talks with the US. 


Hon which su 
that ‘motderakes in ‘Tekran were 


THE first lady of the US, Mrs 
Nancy Reagan, haa told friends 
that the White House Chief of 
Staff, Mr Donald Regan, and the 
CIA director, Mr William Casey, 
will leave the US government by 
early January as a result of their 
roles in Iran arms scandal, it was 
re E ا اا‎ 
r'8 Reagan’s developing rol 

pelping Srenident Rengan to come 
20 BTPS th the expanding 
‘Irangate” affair was officially 
confirmed by the White House, 
which said that the former presi- 
dential adviser, Mr Michael 
Deaver, had met the Reagans and 
a group of elder political atates- 
men. Mr Donald Regan was ex- 
cluded from the ` gathering, 
although he learned of the meeting 
as it was taking place or soon 
The New York Times quoted 
Mrs Reagan as telling friends that 
she expects “Mr Regan to be gone 
by early January". algo report- 
edly said that Mr Casey would be 
jone around the same time. Mr 
an is seen as vulrierable which- 
ever way the inveatigatiohs' türn 
out. If he knew' nothing about the 


.affalr he failed hia President as 


chief of staff; and if he knew, he is 


as culpable as those who have 
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In his television address Mr Botha outlined details of the attacks 
which he sald were planned by the ANC-SA Communist 
“terrorist alliance” for December and 1987. He spoke of ANE. 
SACP structures in South Africa's neighbourning states, charging 
that they controlled “unita of murderers in South Africa", and of 
Beople and organisations in South Africa — “especially the United 

emocratic Front” — who allowed themselves to be “misused and 
misguided by the forces of terror”. 


Even tighter press curbs in South Africa 


20,000 rand (nearly £7,000! or 10 
years imprisonment. 
|e most striki de 

from previoua ا کال‎ ip n Bot 
Africa is the requirement that the 
reports dealing with certain as- 
pects of “unrest” — including 
gecurity force actions, boycotts, the 
treatment of detainees and the 
creation of alternative local 
government structures — ahould 


be submitted to government for 
clearance. 


Britain condemned the İmposi- 
tion of the new censorship regula. 
tions. “We deplore these re- 
strictions on preas freedom in 
South Africa. e are entirely 
contrary to the Western values 
that the South African Govern- 
ment claims to espouse," a Foroign 
Office statement said. 

A second, possıble answer — ana 
one potentially more ominous — 
liea in the restrictions on those 
stories, recalled above, of allega- 
tions of brutality in detention and 
murder on the streets. A South 
African spy, Craig Williamson, 
made the remark some time ago on 
British television thal South Afri 
ca had nol yet resorted to “the 
football stadium solution” in deal 
ing with black rebellion. Earlier 
this year the state President, Mr P. 
W. Botha, intervened in a court 
action in Namibia to prevent the 
prosecution of members of the 
security force who had been 
charged with beating a black 
auapect to dvath during interroge- 
tion. The morality is there. ls it 
now the "sulution” to a revolution? 
The anhwer is net cert. But the 
qucstiun has Lo be asked. 


in Johannesburg 
gatherings, including the time and 
place where they are held, their 
purpose and any speeches made at 
them. A restricted gathering is one 
which haa been prohibited,. or on 
which conditions have been get 
such as a limit to the numbers 
attending. 
® A prohibition on statements 
discrediting or undermining com- 
pulsory tary service. . 
In addition, several restrictions 
Proviously imposed on journalista 
ut diluted or struck out by court 
rulings have been reimposed. 
Powers have been granted to 
ministers and the Commissioner of 
Police to confiscate Pbllestions 
which are in breach of the regula- 
tions. Importantly, however, this 
power is not discretionary, as the 
unda for seizure can be chal- 
ınged in the courts. 


A blanket prohibition on the 
publication of “news comment” 
about any security force action has 
been reimposed. The definition of 
the security forces has been ex- 
tended to include “municipal” po- 
licemen, who have been accused of 
a number of atrocitiea in recent 
months. 


Journalists have been banned 
from attending any scene of un- 
rest. A prohibition has been imposed 
on the photographing or filming of 
security force actions; of “unrest”; 
or “of any damage, or destroying 
property, or injured or dead per- 
gons, or other visible signs of 

violence" at the scene of such 

action. 
`" Pénalties fol bréaches of ‘the 
regulationa are a maximum of 


as curbs were imposed to forestall 
e outlawed African 8 
New Year, President P. W. Botha told 


ational Congress 


SOUTH AFRICA'’S latest 
terror attacks planned 
during Christmas and 


"the nation on television last week. 

The Commissioner of Police General Johan Coetzee, announced 
that police had arrested alleged ANC members and sympathisers 
after obtaining information that they were planning to launch acts 


By David Beresford 

a variety of aspecta of “unrest”. 

e A blanket probibition on the 

ublication of reports about the 

letention, treatment, or release of 
detainees being held under the 
emergency. This follows a string of 
allegations of maltreatment and 
torture of child detainees. 

® A ban on the publication of 
evidence given in court about the 
treatment of a detainee in deten- 
tion, until judgment has been 
given in the case. The effect of this 
may be that where the Govern- 
ment settles a civil action relating 
to assault or torture out of court — 
as happens regularly — the sup- 
porting affldavita will not be pub- 
lishable unless the settlement is 
made an order of court. 
e Prohibition of blank spaces in 
newspapers, deletions of oblitera- 
tions signalling to readera that 
information has been left out of an 
article because of the restrictions 
are outlawed. 
® The prohibition of a wide range 
of reports dealing with consumer, 
rent and education boycotts as well 
as illegal atrikea. This includes a 
bar on the “encouragement” of 
such boycotts and disclosure of 
details as to whether they are 
successful and whether they are 
accompanied by intimidation, 
¢ A bar on the reporting of a 
variety of details about alternative 
lacal government structures — 
eventually aimed at preventing 
publicity being given to the "street 
committees" which have become 
increasingly influential in the 


toumahipa, 5 
“wr "A "BAH on™ “the  HISGIOSUFE of 
information about “"reatricted” 


of “destruction and mutilation", 


SOUTH AFRICA last week intro- 
duced its most far-reachin, 
clampdown on the press to date. It 
wan immediately met by an equal- 
apron wave of protest 

ım abroad and from a spectrum 
of political and religious opinion in 
the country. 

"The country’s major black politi- 
cal organisation, the United Demo- 
cratic Front, said the Government 
had “gone mad," and added that it 
was Pp ing immediate legal 
challenges to the regulation. 

The leader of the white parlia- 
mentary opposition, Mr Colin 
Eglin, said the restrictions “in 
elect pronounced the death gan- 
tence on press freedom in South 
Africa." 

A spokesman for the Anglican 
church, Bishop John Carter, said 
that only “authoritarian regimes 
of the worst kind that are afraid to 
let people know what is happen- 
ing” would reaort to such mea- 


BUTE. 

The leader of the neo-nazi 
Afrikaner Weorstandabeweging 
(AWB), Mr Eugene TerreBlanche, 
said the restrictions affected “the 
very core of individual freedom” 
and proved “the Governmont can- 
not maintain order in South Afri- 


The regulations, promulgated by. 

vernment gazette with effect 
om 10.30am on December 11, 
brought several new dimensions to 
existing restrictions on the media, 
including: 
® A requirement to submit arti 
clea to the Government for pre- 
publithtlon censorship if' they tbni- 
tain information or comment about 


But still not completely silenced 


By David Beresford in Johannesburg 


to be elear evidence of a breach of 
the regulating and, if it ig not 
there, the seizure ia open to 
challenge. 

The widely-rumoured steps 
diracted specifically at foreign cor 
rospondents have not materI! 

In fact there are hints in the 
presentation of the 

that the authorities may not be 48 
concerned as previously about 
overseas reports — which would 
support at least the impressi00, 
which the government (suspiciou™ 
1y) has been assiduously cultive 
ing, that it no longer gives a damn 
for international cinan 

But otherwise is a steely 
determination to be found in 
formulation of the regulator 
They have obviously been draw 
up carefully by the governments 
legal advisers with a determin 
tion that they should be 1 
highly effective and inpervioê. 
legal challenge. But . eff 
against what, if not forlgn PP" 


tions banni blication 
tails of illegal trikes, 
rent and consumer boycott 
stayaways. ‘Those prohibilio sî 
come in the wake of the 4 
et at r alraedy 
.proved crippling to 
ment, and in anticipation. ا‎ 
escalation of tor 1 rebellion ۴ 
weeks to come, in the ford o 
prevlously announced Chri 
against qgmergêncy campaign: 
wih the 0 7 :ل‎ 
imkonte We 1 
Nno Cnc grees e thle meek 
ational .Congresa + tM? 
and the 7th anniversary, of," 


ANG itself in early January... - 


Sobukwe's sister and her husband, 
Dr and Florence Ribeiro, could be 
published, but the involvement of 
a security branch car would not. 

And then there was a story on 
Bae 6 of tha early editiona of the 

tar — South Africa's biggest 
daily newspaper — containing al- 
legations by an 11-year-old boy 
just released from detention who 
said: “They put a dummy into my 
mouth, and the dummy had wires 
connected to it. The wires were 
connected to a socket in the wall 
and when . . .” But time has run 
out, both for the Star and this 
correspondent, In tbe final edition 
of the Star, publiahed after the 
Government Gazette, the child’s 
story had been replaced by: “Hail, 
rain and wind lash West Rand”. 
And tbis article, published even 
later, will have to leave it to the 
_.reader'’s . imagination as to what 
new meaning a child's dummy 
t have. 
ut although auch storiea are 
obviously horrific there is perhaps 
something more to be read into the 
latest press clamps than mere 
government guilt and embarrags- 
ment at such happenings and a 
desire to cover-up. 

Firat of all it ia notewo! that 
the restrictions, draconian though 
they undoubtedly are, do not go 

quite as far as had been feared by 
media. Most importantly their 
implementation is subject to judici- 
al review, in that there ia. no 

. provision — aga there was in’ the 
original regulations, published in 
` June — for ministerial discretion. 
‘Newspapers can be confiscated, 
but not at the whim ofa politician 
or the head.of the police: there has 


work and horne telephone numbers 
of the Cabinet and senior govern- 
ment officials, including the head 
of the country’s secret service. 

The scene in the Weekly Mail 
said much about the latest 
clampdown. Importantly it showed 


that the South African press has 
not been silenced . . . yet. Leas 
than half a dozen paragraphs in 14 
pages — four of them news pages 


~— İs less than ali-embracing cen- 
gorship. And the spirit in which 
the telephone numbers of official- 
dom were being slotted into page 
one made it clear that the flame of 
Journalistic defiance — in the 
tradition of Thomas Pringle, 
Anthony Sampson, Laurence 


` Gandar, Donald Woods and Tı 


Heard — etill flickers in Sou 
Africa. 

It la beyond doubt that the new 
restrictions .. will have .a major 
Impact on public awareness of 
what is happening in the country, 
aB & flames through recent stories 
out of South Africa quickly shows: 

The death of an 11-year-old boy 
and the wounding of five othera in 
Soweto township on November .5 
— the “Guy Fawkes day 
shootings” —~ will be reportable, 
but not the allegations that the 
gunmen were police randomly 
opening fire from a hijacked bua on 
a bunch of kida playing in the 
street. ۶ 

That horrendous account by the 
detainees’ parents Support commit- 
tee on the plight of «children in 
.detention — including related alle- 

ations of child abuse and torture 
Ey intorrogatora — .will now be 
unreportable. : . . 

The double murder of. Robert 


E ‘“In't "that sübyéêr- 
6 


ON the first floor of a grubby, 
three-storey building in downtown 
Johannesburg there was that 
meiuge of controlled panic familiar 
to newsrooms around the world, 
but to none more than those in 
South Africa. 

Fourteen pages of the 28-page 
Weekly Mail had already been laid 
aut and they had just received the 
details of the most far-reachi 

8s restrictions yet promulga: 
in the country. On one side of the 
room editor Anton Harber was 
hunched over page-proofs with his 
lawyer, frantically scanning the 
Government Gazette and copy in 
search of possible breaches — a 
aingle one of which could be 
puniahed 1Y a term of irprigon- 
ment for Harber and a fine big 
enough to wreck. the i 

A full-page spread beaded “Why 
are activista murdering activists?" 
was causing problema, One of the 
writers anxiously leant over the 
` lawyer, ‘al 
sive ... ance the atriking 

capacity of the liberation forces 
. .. direct their justified anger 
agamat the Pretoria regime „ . .7" 
The lawyer shook his head: It was 
not specific enough to be subver- 
sive, But other paragrephs were 
spotted which were in breach of 
the regulationg. The problem was 
how to fill the apaces — the 
regulations had now prohibited 
white spaces, or “boxes” indicating 
cengorship. 

After an hour's debate less than 
a dozen fending paragraphe had 
been pulled out the problem of 
the empty spaces resolved in prin- 
ciple. They would be filled with the 
.worda: “For further information 
telephone your minister.” A re- 
porter began preparing a ‘list ‘of 


| THE WEEK Î 


MORE than 120 people have dled in the 
Pakistani city of Karachi as rival Pashtun 
and Mohajir communltlss olashed In rlote 
aparked off by polloe actlon agalnst drug 
amugglers. 

The violence erupted on Sunday when 
Pashtuns from north west Pakistan and 
Afghanistan went on an orgy of shooting, 
stabbing and burning In the suburb of 
Orangl Town. The attacks were apparent- 
ly In reacilon to a government drive to 
selze drugs and weapons from the 
predominantly Pashtun suburb of Sohrab 
Goth and transier at least 25,000 Afghan 
refugees out of the olty. . 

Pashtuns and Mohejirs, Immigranta 
from ather parta of India at periltlon In 
1947, have a history of vlolent rivalry ln 
Karachi. At least 66 people were killed 
when the two communitlea claahed last 
month. 

س 


AT least 65 people were feared dead afler 
an Aarollot TU-134 alrilner, on a flight 
from Minsk, oraghed in woods near 
Sohoenefeld Alrport outaide Eaat Berlin, 
Most ofl ihe 73 passengers were under- 
stood to be East Germa! 


A FORMER Gaulllst minister and leading 
rightwing spokesman, Mr Alain Peyre» 
file, survived an assassination attempt 
whan his car exploded outelde hla home 
in Provina, 50 mllea east of Parla, A local 
mechanic was killed İn ihe blast. 

Interior Minister Charlea Paaqun sug- 
gested that It might have bean ihe work 
af ihe extreme leftwing terrorlat organisa¬ 
tlon, Action Dlireote. 

A Gaulllst MP and Mayor of Provins, Mr 
Poyreflite also writes en [nfluenilal col- 
umn for the rightwing newspaper, Le 
Figaro. 

n 


TROOPS Imposed an uneasy calm on the 
Zambian coppoerbolt a8 riots erupted In 
the troubled mining region and dozens af 
shops were looted. 

Unconfirmed re porta put the number of 
deaths from tour daya of rioting at 13. 
Government gave a figure of five 

lend. 

The disturbances wre Ignited by a 120 
per cent rlse In the prioe of raflnad malze 
meal, one of Zambls'a stople foode. This 
followed the removal of government 
aubaldios on malze under an Internatlon« 
al Monetary Fund economic programme. 

ا . 


AT least 25 people dlad In Srl Lenka at 
the weekend es mllltant Tamil aeparatist 
groups batilad tor oonttrol of the northarn 
and eastern provinces. The _flghting 
began whan the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelom attaoked camps of tho 
اا‎ Paople'a Revolutlonary Liberation 
nt. 


A SENIOR West German Defences Min- 
latry offical, with access to long-term 
military planning and tho defence force'a 
computer nelwork, has been arrested ln 
Bonn on susplolon of spying for East 
Germany. 

The Government olalmed that the 48- 
year-old civil servant, Juergen Westphal, 
In ths mlnlatry's central polloy alaff 
daparlment had hean watohed by mllltary 
oounter-Intelllganoo and arrested before 
hs was able to betray any seorets to East 
Germany. 


BRITAIN sought an urgent meeting with 
Lhe Iranlan authorities after recelving 
reports that a Brttish businessman, Rog- 
ar Cooper, gaoled in Tehran for a year, 
had been charged with esplonags. Mr 
Cooper Is belng held at Tehran's Evin 
maximum seourlty prison. 

Laat week tha Forslgn Offlce told {he 
newly-appolnted Iranlan chargé d'affalras 
In London, Mr Akhondzade Baatl, that hls 
migalon would be adversely affected 
unless there was a qulok solution ta the 
Cooper effalr, 2 

Mr Cooper's familly began a campalgn 
for hia release at the weekend, acoueing 
the Brltleh Government of doing little to 
obtaln hls release. 


THE PLO has agreed to an lImmedlate 
csaseflrs at Lebanon's Palestinian refu- 
gea camps, which have been undar slege 
by the Shi'lta Muslim Amal militia for 11 
weeka. At lenst 700 poople have besn 
kiiled in the fighting. 

a emren 


MOHE than 30,000 people demonstrated 
against chemical pollution of the Rhine, 
farming human chalna down Its banka, 
blooking brldgea, and paralysing traffic. 
ل‎ 


WR  OTIENO MAK'ONYANGO, a Kenyan 
Journalist detalned more than four yeara 
ago, was freed trom prison last week, on 
thé 23rd annlversary of the country’s 
Independence. 
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Kremlin stooges swamp Human Rights Day rally 


against the Soviet system, his 
prison terms and prosecution, was 
published in the West 16 yeara ago 
under the title of My Teataraent. 
This will remain an outstanding 
document of the Soviet human 


YR 1 


been putting presaure tH 
Marchenko's wifc, Lariasa 
Bogoraz, to apply for permission 
for hergelf, her husband and their 


aon to emigrate ta lerael, She is 
Jewiah, but bas no relatives in 
Israel. She said in a recent inter- 
viow that she refused to apply to 
emigrato without first speaking 
with her husband, who she waH 
allowcd to visit in April, 1984. She 
demanded a meeling with 
Marchenko, but the KGB hud nat 
rospanded, 

e telegram from Chislopul 
Priron, about 600 miles cunt ûf 
Moscow, was bulicved lo be ihe 
frsl information Mrs Bogornz re- 
cuived about hor hunbnd aincu she 
asked for pernıission lo visi hin 
late last month. 

Marchenko mot his wifo when 
they wore both serving torma in 
the Siborinn town of Chuna. She 
had been sent into exile for pro- 
testing nt the Soviet invasion of 
Czechoslovaki. 


achev ventured abroad — and got nowhere 


the New Ycnr festivitiea in MI 
George's Holl. His Vindivostnck 
speech lias evoked little response 
in Asin. His Reykjnvik cuncessir 
have been apurncd hy the Aınerı 
cans, and vven thr French and 
Germans and the British have rv- 
coiled in alarm ut his suggestion uf 
taking all the missiles oul uf 
Europe. 

Hig only concersion is that the 
vie from he Whe FHuuBE Wu 
dow ig probably even gloomier this 
Christmas seagon, as the lame- 
duck President watches the ravag- 
ing. of his administration, and 
suffers the endless revenge of the 
ayatollahs. 


and increasingly frustrated press 
conference, sel the tone for a very 
hardline series of official atate- 
ments. 

It was confirmed officially by a 
Eig, MiRiatry, spokesman that 
Marchenko had “died in a hospital 
of a brain haemorrhage, after 
suffering a long illnesa." Mr 
Marchenko, who had spent over 20 
of hia 48 years in prison camps, 
had not been allowod to sce is 
wifo for 214 years, in apparent 
contravontion of the Soviet penal 
code. 

Marchenko hand been serving a 
10-year sentence for anti-Soviet 
agitation. This resulted from his 
work aa a member of the Helsinki 
Watch group, crtablished to moni- 
lor Soviel compliance with the 
Helsinki Lreatiea. 

His death rumoves one of Lhe 
lust outstanding figuren of the 
Sovict diasidenl movement, a lig- 
uro whose name and courageoua 
record slill hnd the powor to 
mobilise support in the West. The 
deportations this year of Anatoly 
Sheharansky nnd Yuri Orlov have 
removed from the East-West equn- 
tion two of the olher outstanding 
digaidenl inmates of the Gulag. 

His account uf hia campuign 


a compromise succession to Kim Il 
Sung, to pledge non-interference, 
and not to ullow North Koren to 
hecome a contentious iaaue he- 
tween them. Moscow's lateat nrma 
deala have hardly holped that 
proccss. And even if it worked, it 
would simply delay the real prob- 
lem ~— that South Korea has 
almost twice the population, very 
much more wealth than the north, 
in s plead insult, graben 
of its own. 

From the Kremlin window, the 
world must appear a rather dan- 
gerous place as Mr Gorbachev 
watches them haul in the huge fir 
tree that will be the centre-piece of 
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By Martin Walker In Moscow 


“Much of what Sakharov did was 
againat the law,” the deputy chair- 
man of the Supreme Court, Mr 
Gusev, told a Moscow press confer- 
El myself warned him about 


arm fas wot. * 1 aburika, 
would not stop. We could hayê 
applied the criminal law against 
him, but we took a lesser measure, 
an administrative measure of 
sending him to live in Gorky.” 

Mr Gusev insisted that since Dr 
Sakharov’s enforced exile had been 
imposed by a decree of the Su- 
preme Soviet, il was entirely legal. 

Mr Gusey'a statement followed a 
series of questions about Dr Sak- 
harov at the human rights press 
conference which had been moet 
with mockery by the deputy head 
of the Foreign Ministry'a humani- 
tarian affairs deparliment, Mr 
Vsevolod Sofinsky. 

Asked why Dr Sakharov wan 
still in oxllo, Mr Soflnsky replied: 
“Nothing is pormanent in this 
world, and whal is tompurary in 
often most permanent." Pressed 
about official plans for Dr Sak- 
harov's future, he replled: “Woe do 
overything on Lhe basis of a plan, 
except for that which cannot be 
planned.” 

There answers, which provoked 
catcalls and joers from the crowded 


along the contral channel of the 
Amur River, which would transfer 
to China some of the islands now 
occupicd by Russian troops, and 
which were the scene of the border 
clashes of the lale 1960s. 

On Kampuchea, however, he 
had nothing new to say, beyond 
the usual platitudes about the 
need for better Sino-Vietnamese 
relations. This may change next 
week, when Uurbachrv's deputy, 
Mr Yegor Ligachev, goea to Hanoi 
for the Vietnamese party congress, 
There is little hope of any real 
change in Vietnam's role in Kam- 
puchea, and most Hanol-watchers 
predict the party congress will deal 
mainly with internal matters and 
cautious economic reforrns. 

And even if Kampuchea were to 
be settled through some form of 
coalition government and Viet- 
namese troop withdrawal, that 
would not automatically open the 
way to better relations between 
Moscow and Peking. While Mr 
Gorbachev was preparing his trip 
to India, there came a sudden and 
ominous reminder of just how 
many unexploded bombs remain 
on the Sino-Soviet border. 

In the ahort term, we may one 
day come to call it the War of the 
Sung Succession. In the long term, 
it could be the War of Korean 
Reunification. 

Whatever the South Korean 
ministry of defence may have 
aunounced, Kim Il Sung of North 
Korea did not die last month. But 
some kind of crisis evidently oc- 


But in Pushkin Square, in the 
shadow of the Izvestia building, 
the occasional dissident who had 
çgme, fo make an annual statement. 

Sk e AH 
drowned out by loudspeakerê 
which blared out officially ap- 
proved BONES, from the Italian 
Communist Partys Avanti Popolo 
to the Komsomol peace anthem. 

“This is a spontaneous demo on 
behalf of the political prisoners in 
the West: For Nelson Mandela in 
South Africa and for the Palestin- 
ian freedom fighters in [Israeli 
gaols,” said Alexei Petrov, a stu- 
dent at the Institute of Interna- 
tional Relationa. “We wanted to 
mark Human Rights Day in our 
way,” he said. “İt was our own 
idea.” 

He was carrying a banner which 
read: “Eternal grcotings to those 
who languish ın the prisons of 
reaction, victimised for their strug- 
gle for peace and democracy.” 

The Soviet Union also markot 
Human Rights Day with a pledge 
to “welcome dissenting opinions” 
at a proposed human rights confer- 
ence in Moscow next year, a pro- 
mise to atart publishing its crime 
statistics, and a now attack on ita 
most celebrated dissidont, the No- 
bel Laureate, Dr Andrei Sakharov. 


cancelling virtually all govern- 
ment-level meetings and visits 
after Chancellor Kohl's gaffe that 
compared Gorbnchev to Dr Goeb- 
belga. But with all the polls point- 
ing to another Kohl victory in next 
month's German elections, Moscow 
juat has to lump it. 

Mr Gorbachev badly needs a 
diplomatic success, which probably 
explains the flurry of activily on 
the Asiun front we hure swun thur 

ear. But here, too, there have 

disappointmenta. His trip to‏ ا 
India was Pe to the folk‏ 
back home by the Soviet media as‏ 
a triumph, with TV prime time‏ 
and column inches of the kind‏ 
uaually reserved for a superpower‏ 
summit.‏ 

And yet the Soviet leader did not 

et the agreement he wanted ~— 
the Indian endorsement of the 
cornerstone of Moscow's new policy 


By Martin Walker 


of an all-Asian security conference, 
an eastern version of European 
and Atlantic process that goes by 
the generic name of the Helsinki 
Treaty. 

Nor have we yet seen the 
breakthrough Mr Gorbachev seeks 
in his relations with China. Sino- 
Soviet trade flourishes and govern- 
ment-to-government contacts are 
regular and polite. But there is 
Ef ttle sign of the restoration of 
party-to-party links between the 
world’s two largest and most pow- 
erful Communist parties. 

There hag been a somewhat 


bllthe assuroption in Mgscow that ..„ curred in Pyongyang shortly after 


the venerable leader returned fram 
Moscow with the promise of MiG- 
23 jots, SAM-missiles, and T-80 
tanks. He did not, however, get 
Moscow's backing for his plan to 
pass on the leadership to his on. 

Kim, Il Sung consolidated his 
power in Norlh Korea In the iate 
1950s by urging both the pro- 
Moscow and pro-Peking factions in 
his party, and by subsequently 
. playing off each of his sıiperpowor 


neighbours against one anothor, 


"The result has been a Jong stabil. 
ity which is now beginning to look 


. riot fragile, but, dangerous for 
a the nelghboüra. The Stalinist 
.time-warp İn which , North Korea 


. has been looked for a generation i5 
unlikely long to. survive .Kim. Jl 
. Sung himself. 


. The obvious golutior would’ be 


` for Moscow and Peking to agree on 


Manchurian 


next November's delegation will be 
psying their respects in 
Square. Mr Gorbachov's seminal 
gpcech at Vladivostock last July, 
in which he spelt out his new 
Aslan policy, waa aimed at clenr- 
ing away the main obstacles that 
could still stop the Chinese party 
from coming. 

China has defined three obsta- 


cles to better relations: the preg . 


ence of Soviet troops in Afghani- 
atan; the presence of Moscow's 
Vietnamese ally in ` Kampuchea, 
and the Soviet troop build-up or 
the Mongolian ' anı 
frontiers, 

. In his. Viadivostack speech, Mr 
Gorbachev - announced the with- 


. ` drawal’ of some 8,000 troops. from 


' Afghanistan, and troop reduction 
in Mongolia. He also auggested.re- 
drawing the Sino-Soviet border 


MR GORBACHEV'S slick new . 


propaganda machine last week 
SfGRguered the last token bastion 


IRE apc st Runa 

For past 10 years, Human 
Rights Day has seen the brave and 
embattled remnants of the digai- 
dent movement gathering in Push- 
kin Square to make a silent, 
moving protest. 

This year, keen young Commu- 
nists and dozens of stı ts from 
the Soviet diplomatic institute 
thronged Pushkin Square as even- 
ing fell. They awamped the hand- 
ful of dissidents who had come 
from all over the Soviet Union to 
mark Human Rights Day. 

Previous years had seen suddon 
flurries of plainclothes KGB men 
and uniformed police making their 
arrests. This year, the arresta were 
discreet, carried out earlier in the 
day to keep the genuine demon- 
gtrators away from the tiny patch 
of ground around Pushkin's statue 
just off Moscow's main thorough- 
fare of Gorky Street. 

Four members of divided fam- 
iliea, who had been appealing for 
exit visas on humanitarian 
grounds, were arrested at their 
homes for questioning and de- 
tained for four hours earlier in the 


How Gorb 


THIS is the tiıne of year when 
Mikhail Gorbachev's mind turns to 
the question of the speech he will 
give to the Soviet people on New 
Year's Eve, which is one of the few 
Russian holidays that does not 
require a parade in Red Square. It 
ia an altogether different kind of 
event, the post-revolutionary and 
un-religioua version of Christmas. 
It involves Christmas trees, spe- 
cial shop window displays, chil: 
dren's parties in the Kremlin, and 
at the big toy store Detaki Mir, you 
can book a visit to your home by 
Dedushka Moroz or Grandfather 


Frost. 

He looks like Santa Claus, and 
he carries a sack with presents for 
children, he sings and dances and 

“"Ho-ho-ho.” The later in the 
ay he makes his call, the more 
you realise that his attendant 
snow maiden is there to hold 
Grandpa Frost upright after tho 
inevitable seasonal tots of vodka 
have been pressed upon him in 
every home. 

There is even a healthy dash of 
commercialism about the festival. 
The shops sell apecial gift-wrapped 
New Year presents, and hundreda 
of millions of Happy New Year 
cards are printed to clog the mail. 
The forests around Moscow are 
patrolled by volunteer guards to 
stop private enterpriae in the 
Christmas tree business. 

Last year, in the euphoria after 
the Geneva summit, there was 
even a mood of peace on earth and 
e o a a, û Rigan 


bachev exchanged New Year ' 
greetings on ore ’ another's TV. 


networks. This year, we are Un- 
likely to be so lucky. 

For all the effort Mr Gorbachev 
has put into foreign policy, he has 
woefully little to show for it. The 
Star Wars project gocs on, the Salt- 
2 arms control agreement i5 dead, 
the ABM treaty has one foot on the 
scaffold, and Britain and France 
geem set on a dramatic enhance- 
ment of their nuclear forces. 

In spite of his personal vinits to 
‘Britain and France, and the regu- 
lar essays in the Soviet press on 
the theme ‘of “Europe — our 
common home”, Mr ` Gorbachev 


cannot claim that the gloom over - 


Soviet-US relations ia in any way 
compensated by 'ã thaw on the 
European front, E 
1 , relations with West Ger- 
many are at one of their lowest 
points for years, with Moscow 


سس س 
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Israel tries to counter Arab 
nerve gas threat 


efforts were being made to 

for the uso of gas and ا‎ 
weapons, but he refused to com. 
ment on 8ı ions that the 
development of counter measures 
was being held up because of 
recent cuta in the defence budget 

The Foreign Ministry has also 
publicised an appeal by the Foreign 
Minister, Mr Shimon Peres, to 
foreign ambassadors in larael, in 
which he urged all countries to ban 
sales to Iraq and Syria of materials 
uaed in chemical weapons. 

Extensive use of chemical and 
gas weapons by the Iraqis in the 
Gulf war has given an impetus to 
the development and refînement of 
a meana of combat that is far 
deadlier today than when it was 
first used during the second battle 
of Ypres in April, 1915. 

Israel is widely assumed to have 
its own gas and chemical warfare 
arsenal, but refused to acknow- 
ledge that it has such weapons and 
is anxious to underline the extent 
to which its Arab enemies are 
producing them. Eı with Sovi- 
et help, was the lb pioneer in 
the field and used mustard and 

ne gas in the Yemeni civil 
war in the 1960s and, according to 
Israeli sources, is still the regional 
leader. 

Syria, the country most likely to 
go to war with Israel, reportedly 
received its firat chemical weapons 
from Egypi in the 1970s and then 
set up iff uwn production pro- 
gramme. According to Westorn 
sources, thr Syrians are now at an 
advanced nlagc of developrnent 
und have reportedly oflered to pass 
on Lheir newly uequired expertise 
to iran. 


According to the Israeli Defence 

Journal, an official Israeli 

army publication, “efforts are be- 

ing made to convince soldiers and 

commanders of the reslity of the 
threat.” 

„In addition, the IDF is equip- 
ping itself with defensive equip- 
ment, not only for personal 
defence, but alao to defend those 
weapons which may be affected.” 

Defensive measures, accordin, 
to Brigadier-General Yosef Eyal, 
commander of the Engineering 
Corps, “are among the beat in the 
world,” although foreign observera 


By lan Black 
in Jerusalem 


say the Israelis have not yet 
acquired the expertise of Nato 
armies. Attempts to buy British 
gquipmentihave foundered because 
of the embargo imposed after the 
1982 Israeli invasion of Lebanon. 

. But training and equipping gol- 
djers may be the easy part. 
“They're taining the troops who 
are going to be operating in a 
chemical environment at the 
front," oue Western military atta- 
ché, sail. “But their real concern is 
about what could happen if chemi- 
cal weapons were uged against 
their rear.” A Syrian §S21, armed 
with a chemical warhead and fired 
frora ihe Golan Heights, could 
wreak havoc in Tel Aviv or elue- 
Where in Iaracel's Jenuely populated 
coastal strip. 

The Defence Minister, Mr Yit- 
zhak Rabin, told MPs in the 
Knesset last week that maximum 


ا ۰ و ر تمس 


ISRAEL is becoming increasingly 
concerned by the development of 
chemical weapons by its Arab 
enemies. It ig especially worried by 
Syria, which is known to be 
producing and ocreillng several 
varieties, including deadiy nerve 
gas, which can be delivered by 
ا‎ ahella, boe; and ت‎ 
rate long-range ground-to-groı 
migsiles. 

A series of recent atatementa by 
lsraeli leaders and articles in a 
wide variety of official and unoffl- 
cial publications suggests that the 
country’s defence establishment 
has decided to improve chemical 
warfare counter-measures, height- 
en public awareness of the prob- 
lem, publicly criticiae its enemies, 
and try to stem supplies of raw 
materials needed far the weapons. 

The Israeli army has been equip- 
ping, ita combat troops with gas 
masks since 1967 and, although 
the anti-chemical effort only began 
earlier this year, it ia 
widely known that protective 
clothing ia now used in routine 
military and civil defence exer- 
cises. The medical corps haa re- 
cently produced a special pill to 
protect soldiers from the effects of 
nerve gas poigoning. 

Every soldier, the army has 
made public, is now equipped with 
a personal anti-gas and chemical 
and biological warfare kit, includ- 
ing respirator mask, protective 
clothing, and syringes to be used in 
cage of injury. Air filter and 
purification systema have been 
installed in many armoured vehi. 
cles. Training, which began in 
earnest about nine months ago, ia 
also to be intensified. 


Cancer strikes where nuclear bomber crashed 


whole areu had been cleared. But 
it was not until the following 
September that the last of the 
material left for the United States. 

On February 16, 1968, a joint 
US-Danish statement declared: “I 
was agreed that under present 
conditions the radioactivity 
in tha arca is not a hazard to 
people or biologicul species, nor l 
any hazurd foreston for the fu” 
ture.” On March 19, another jolnt 
roloase gave the final all-clear. 
Scientific mensurements, it 
“confirmed tho cnrlicr views that 
there is na risk for human beings. 

As a result of there op' 
conclusions there was no long-term 
medical monitoring of the 
workers, including 70 dockers 
brought from the mai d 

An official report published in 
1970 turned out to be little marê 
than a collection of self-congratu 
latory articles by military officers 
and scientists, The foreword, bY 
US Major-General Richard Hu’ 
ziker, who headed the clear-uP 
operation, set the tone. , 

“A major disaster was turned 
into a classic example of inter ê", 


inaurmountable task of ereni 
and removing all traces of tê 
accident proves again that truth 
may be stranger than fiction 
and fully as exciting.” 4 ٤ 

‘The report does not account fF 
all the plutonium involved. The 


bombs contained at. least. 


In the conclusion. to. the. 187 
airman of, the executive .comnn* 
tee of the Danish Atomic Ener 


, Commission, wrote: “No a 0 
.man,.or animal and plant fe W4 
created bj’ .the .Thulg accident 7 


that . is, naw. a 
fact.” a 


2 e shina and arms that will nol 
eal. 

Soren Bager's illness began 
when he returned to Denmark 
from Thule in 1970, He has pains 
in the abdomen and a constant 
feeling of breathlessness. An oper- 
ation removed one of his testicles 
but did nothing to ease the pain. 
He has Pon wounds on the arm 
which will not heal, 

It was his job to grease the 
motorised sledges that went out on 
to the ice in the big clear-up and 
returned in a contaminatod state. 
“I told my doctors that my sicknegs 
was due to the radiation at the 


By Paul Feldman 
In Copenhagen 


bage. But they said they knew 
nothing about such things, nor did 
they want to know,” he said, 

The affair began when the B52, 
on a 24-hour airborne alert mis- 
sion, ran into trouble five hours 
into the flight. An attempt at an 
e raney landing on Thule was 
abandoned and the crew ejected. 
The plane disintegrated aa it hit 
|6 &qa. ice eight milea west of 
Thule. The detonation of the con- 
ventional explosives İn the four, H- 
bombs on board disperéied the 
plutonium inside the weapons, 
which mixed with the jet fuel and 
contaminated the ice. 

Some of the contaminated ica 
and snow was undoubtedly blown 
on to.the base by strong winds, say 
.workera. 2 

American soldiers were brought 
in to remove the blackened ice, It 
was taken back to the base, where 
the Danes helped load the radio- 
gctive . material. into converted 


` 25,000-gallon fuel tanks. 


Danish workers welded the 


were filled wil 
the contaminated snow, . th 


“ : In all, 67 tanks were filled with 


snow. and four more with general 
.dabris. By. March 15, 1968, the 


‘tanks after they 


EIGHTEEN years after an Ameri- 
can nuclear-armed B52 bomber 
crashed in northern Greenland, 
more than 500 workers who helped 
in the clean-up operation are aick 
and 88 af therm are suffering from 
cancer despite an official report 
that maintained there was no riak 
to human health. 

An unknown number of the 
same group of workers are said to 
have died as a result of exposure to 

lutonium released in the aeci- 
lent, a few milea from the US base 
at Thule. 

Last week, the Danish Prime 
Minister, Mr Poul Schlueter, an- 
nounced that surviving workers 
from the baae would be examined 
by radiological experts. His deci- 
sion is seen as a belated response 
to growing public concern over the 

air. 


The wife of the personnel mana- 
ger at the base at the time of the 
crash on January 21, 1968, has 
been instrumental in collecting 
names, addresses and medical evi- 
dence from the affected workers. In 
total, there were 800 Danes on the 
base. “TI asked a doctor to help me 


draw up a.questionnaire to send to ..th 


them," said Mra Sally Markusaen. 


‘ “They have many sad stories ta 


tell. Over 500 are sick in one way 
or another; more than 90 have 
cancer,” 

For Mrs Markussen's husband, 
Ole, the Government's renewed 
interest im the affair would appear 
to have come too late.' He auffera 
trouble with his breathing, fre- 
quent vomiting, excretion of blood 
and has lost 66 pounds. Hig 
sickness began in 1979, when he 
was aged 41. 2 
` Mrs Markussen's inquirles un- 
covered mary common symptoms, 


` including weigit loss,’ constant 


tiredness, loss of concentration, 
loss of balance, loss of coordination 
between hand and brain, damage 
to the eyes, breathihg .problems, 
congestion inthe lungs and sores 
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Why did Bernard Gérard, director af the DST (Direction de la Survelllance 
du Territolre — the counter-intelllgence service}, plead “defence secreoy' 
and refuse to give Jean-Plerre Michau, the Judge Investlgating the Carrefour 


FIRST, accentuate the positive. Europe, in 


ment acandel (misappropriation of publlc funds involving a 
ıe former Soolallst government}, e 


ration venture unter 


Thers is no proof that thls Is the case, but the confldentlal dlaclosures 


offlclala ing win the minlatry's 


clues. The DST boss's refusal to 
ıs of natlonal securhty ap 8 to be 
mlaslon” 


made by several Interlor Minls 
operating rules supply corroborative 
rovide the Information on the ground 


ard to justify as Challer was a man on the run; he was not on 


and In any case never worked In the DST. And the DST’s files contaln 


port was lesued to him during 
cer, Jacques Delebols, head of the 


gufflclent evldence to ahow that the pa! 


Pasqus's relgn. One senlor pollce 


Internatlonal police technical cooperation service (SCTIP) has already been 


country. ٤ 


leged were threatened by “profos- 
aional destabiliaera, extreme 
leftists and anarchists of every 
atripe and nationality." 

Thene worda would be inughable 
if the intontion waa to promote the 
ministry of which he ia in charge. 
But Paequa was algo miataken 
about the police, The police have 
changed, they have become youn- 
ger; they have become aware of 
the state of underdevelopment in 
which their service had been lelt 
by shartsighted managoment; they 
are in search of their identity as a 
profession and are trying to win 
mocial recognition in the face of the 
political manipulation their ser- 
vice ia sometimes forced to put up 
with. 

Though aided by someone famil- 
iar with the police, Pandraud, 
Pnequa hana not chosen this way. 
Purely tactical considerations and 
the search for quick political pay- 
offs guide him in running hia 
ministry. And this has led to an 
gome inevitable confusion: in in- 
ternational terrorism, the criminal} 
investigation services have become 

Canllnued on pnge L4 


charged for helping Challer to flee the 


exploiting the incident and was 
pozitive that “this climate encour- 
aged members of Action Directe to 
atriko at the police . . . They have 
organised a public trial; you'd 
think you were in Moacow." 
Finally, this minister, who is 
sald to have been sensible onough 
to suggest right at the atart of the 
student movement that Devaquet's 
draft bill be withdrawn, was in 
large part responsible for creati 


the agitation which in the en 
pe the ruling Majority and 
prodded the Prime Minister to 


withdraw the text. After having 
proclnimed on December 2 that 
“the government will not with- 
draw ita text" and that “it ia 
Parliament that votes laws, not 
the street", Pasqua promptly ex- 
ploited the movement a8 if he 
wanted to repeat the J unc '68 mobil- 
isation of Gaulliats. The back- 
laah could not have been worse: his 
calculated outbursts of fury looked 
like panic. While Chirac kept 
calling for “calm and reason”, his 
Interior Minister was urging RPR 
militants to defend “democracy 
and {he Republic" which he al- 


Pay him to take a rent cure? 
1 


at won't help the aoclal 
seourity defeoltl 


them by making citizens of them. 
There İş a world of difference 
batween the fact of the existence of 


broad approval on specific issues 
‘and belief ir an abstract coisenaua 
on any and every: idaue. We know 
very wel! „that cahsensus. socletles 
‘aire at: Worst dictatorships and at 
: best societies of indifference, demo- 
«critically inert and intellectually 
«arid. France's yourig people have 
` demonstrated they do not want 
this; that thoy are not the “elods” 
that De Gaulle is sald to have 
‘found their grandparents to be. . 
«These young people haye in no 
ا‎ ut nil اا و‎ 
vate -prions, e nationality 
e and perhaps even the {transfer 
to the Elysêo that Jacques Chirac 
ia dreaming of postponed indofi- 
nitely. They have done a bettêr job 
here tharı their elders who came a 
cropper over them. . 
` Ûn Moy ‘11, 1968, a certain 
François Mitterrand said: “Youth 
ian't alwaya right, but the society 
that attacks it is always wrong.” 
And this time, youth has beeı 
right into the bargain. ' و‎ 


(December 13) 


without missing his target? 
Wednesday's student demonstra- 
tion, and the others that preceded 
it, the demonstration which will 
robably accompany Malik 
uasekine to his grave, haye been 
jt for every! i those 


would have Hike to, 


du op 


e MONI oss 


Pasqua’s actions put 
police on the spot 


By Georges Marlon and Edwy Plenel 


The seeds of all this were 
present back in May when Justice 
Minister Albin Chalandon congid- 
ered his counterparts at Interior 
(Pasqua and Pandraud) to be 
"maximalist” and expressed his 
concern about police “super-motl- 
vation ا‎ on arrogance”. 
The warning did not dampen 
Pasqua's fire. The apparent suc- 
cess of his television appearanco 
on July 2 ended with the resigna- 
tion of the Paris police prefect, a 
man highly regarded by Paris 
Mayor Jacques Chirac, who consid- 
ered the minister had undermined 
the prefect's office. To this must be 
added the sharp protest from Arch- 
bishop Decourtray of Lyons who 
gaid he was “shocked” to be 
aceused of not having read the 
draft bill concerning foreigners in 
France which was a matter of 
concern to the Catholic Church. 

Confronted by the Rue de 
Mogador (in Paria) “glip-up" ta 
young motorist shot at closo range 
by a riot policeman), Paaqua, who 
in May had promisod the police 
that they “are covered by their 
superiors" — “We'll cover them, 
that's no problem," he insisted — 
preferred to hit out at the press 
and witnesses. He aneered at "so- 
called testimony", the accuracy 
and relevancy of which have now 
been established, he accused “left 
wing newspapere and television" of 


high school pupils and university 
students whose target, after the 
initial violence, was Pasqua. 
Youth that rejecte’a certain style 
of political conduct. Youth that 
also includes children of rightwing 


voters. : :' 


Pasqua manages worda, and his 
verbal outbursts have placed him 
at the centre of many a tense 
moment experienced by the 
government, when they have not 
actually caused them. As early as 
April the Interior Minister thun- 
dered: “In less than a week, 


policemen are back in the 
street ..._ Order has re- 
turned . . . France must stop be- 


ing a refuse tip . . . We're going to 
terrorise the terrorists.” But the 
terrorists continued to carry out 
their exactiona. Sending 101 
Malian immigrants back to their 
country by charter plane on the 
strength of a simple adminiatra- 
tive order made the government's 
immigration policy look like an 
expeditious clean-up. The presence 
of policemen on the streets has 
been blemished by deadly “slip- 
ups”. Maintaining law and order 
has taken on the appearance of 
disorder by the repression of stu- 
dent demonstrations and the 
curious tolerance shown “casseurs” 
farmed men wrecking cars and 
shop windows and the demonatra- 
tion at the same time. 


THE WAY the Carrefour du 
Développement cise haa been 
“managed” by certain Interior 
Ministry officiala, ‘who appear to 
have helped the principal defen- 
dant and accuger in the case to 
vate the deep-seated problema in 
depart- 
ment. Almost as goon as he took 
over the Interior Ministry, Charles 
Pasqua announced he had found “a 
messy, politicised ministry and 
demoralised employees. Now, it’s a 
business that’s running sweetly.” 
He was exaggerating and being 
unfair; that “compliment” can now 
be returned to its author. The 
police are again heartily sick of 
politics. 


This minister, son of an urban 
policeman, former head of the SAC 
(Service Action Civique) and zeal- 
ous Gaulliat devoted to the point of 
personally doing all the dirty work 
involved in regaining power, 
wishes to remain exactly as he has 
always been. Boastful, belligerent, 
chubby and incisive, charmer and 
demagogue, he seized his ministry 
rougi to use it as a atrategic 
point kom which to carry out the 
mission he has assigned himself — 

t Jacques Chirac elected Presi- 
ont of France. 

But today this image is begin- 
ning to cause concern, aS was 
gahown by the upsurge among 


Death on the sireets 


faghion. Will, for example, the two 
judges ask themselves what sur- 

rising preconception there could 
be in the “label” put on the Malik 
Ougsekine file: "Voluntary assault 
and bodily harm _cauaing an 
unintended death." This is taking 
a cue from the Burgos case (a riot 
policeman who shot and killed a 
motorist after he had tried to run 
from his car). This is the prece- 
dent that lays down that police- 
men kill only inadvertently, Here 
ia a new standerd for teaching law 
students — “the presumption of 
inadvertence". 

This precedent worked in favour 
of the drunken police inspector 
who on December 5Š at Quatre- 
Chemins, Pantin, shot dead Abdel 


ia, a French national of 
Rh ori by acknowledging, 


jan ori; 


` right from the start, the’ involun- 


f the homicide and  importan! ly i those 
to ب نیت ا‎ ht to be allowed who 'took part ii the demo 3 
; (It be inated with tions or wl 


the i 


1 REI this jurisphudente '’ those who #tayed home but wanted 


to join in — the end of this 


is not universally respected. A 


demonstrator, alsa drunk and consensus whoss fundamental aim 


who caused waa to put politics in a category all 
iceman — 


ita own, to maka ua believe the 


deemed responsible, 
to a rlot 


r in the hand and tibia — nationality code is not - politica, 


that private n8 arê not poli- 
that privatisationa are not 


with his car has been remanded in 
custody. We must be careful not to tics, 


‘confuse voluntary agéault' and politiea, that polities i8 nat polities. 


When they talk of consenaus; ita 
romoters are merely following the 
na adopted by American under- 


bodily harm “having caused a 
police officer tû be off work for a 
week" and voluntary assault and 


1 “having cauged death takers in thelr slogon: “Die, we'll 
hedl arn E 5 of causing dû the rest." And if you do not voto 


n't want to or 


' otter still. . 
We aré gullty of serious error if 


` j : ho either becausê you 
,ik” (Unless It is the victim wl ا‎ 2 Ct yek i ls even ‘ 


fails to see the distinction.) 


n .the contrary, can we say . 
2 intention of causing ; 


there is no 


tinued to Iiri- we belleye such despicable poli-‏ 1 ع 
a ek ali ek shows no tica will add tothe bewilderment of‏ : 


ple facihg the non-iden- 


good reasons young pe) 


of life, 


s4? Or when a professional tical twins of déspHalr and violence. 
0 0 ain fires at close range Politics could on the contrary save 


for this political suicide by resign- 
ing. Nobody else followed auit. 
Should we have expected it? 
Monory? Pasqua? Pandraud? Wed- 
ded as they are to delights they 
know to be shortlived, the minis- 
ters know full well the price of 
doing the honourable thing. 
We have not still heard it said 
that Malik Oussekine (the 22- 
year-old French student of Alge- 
rian origin found dead in the Latin 
Quarter on, the night of December 
5/6 after police pursued him into 
the entrance of a building) com- 
mitted suicide by hurlinڊ‎ birnselr 
ainst the clubs, fists and boots of 
camen,. but we must nat lose 
| n Especially in view of the rate 


By Philippe Boucher 
at which interpretations apd fine 


.di ng made ~— to 
io ay Socialist public 
prosecutor .of .Paris haş, lent his 


assistance — ko determine wi ether 
malfunctioning kidneys are likely 
to cause heart failure, whether it 
was not a miracle that the young 
.man was still aliye at the time 
(Oussekine suffered from a kidney 
.complaint that necessitated regu- 
lar. haemodialyeis, but was .other- 
wige fit and was an active member 
of his university sports club). 
‘These are sordid subtorfuges and 
they dishonour. thaze who stoop to 
them for a reason that is only too 
clear. The lawyer for the dead 
man's family ıpul his finger on it: 
“They'd. have us . believe that f 
Malik hadn't been ill he. wouldn't 
be dead, We hold that if he hadn' ٤ 
.been beaten up. he'd atill be alive. 
Enough said, : 
BE has been judged ye, 
. The cae has, been .opened but is 
proceeding in in extemely dilatory 


AT THE COST of two deaths, 
though we must not forget the 
injured, the streets have returned 
to tranquillity, the students to 
their studies, politics to its proper 
gphere, the government to its 
Saint Gobain shares and authority 
to the Elysée. The first of these 
deaths was caused by the victim's 
political friends, the aecond by 
lHcamen. The first will .racover 
it, the second will soon be laid 

in the ground. 3 
As is customary in political 
matters, Alain Devaquet's ministe- 
rial demise ,leaves room for all 


kinda of resurrections. The world 


he has quit is the only one where 
there is no question. of doubting 
the existence of phantoms, In this 
particular theatre, .actors İn death 
throes make extraordinary recoy- 
eries that aye hel e 
exeoutioners dumbfounded. .,. 

. Some cbme: back; even: before 
they have quite gone away. Educa- 
tion Minister René Monory is one 
of them; comfortably settled into 
his ministerial office on the Rue de 
Grenelle, he. used to say in private: 
“If the government withdrawa the 
entire bil, Tl resign.” 

We have been spared such a 
catastrophe, just as we have: been 
spared je need to verify a proph- 
ecy of Monory who once said: “1f 
the government withdraws its 
draft bill, there's no more govern 
ment." That may well be true, but 
the government’ has yet.to notice 
it, and Monory. is stil part of A 


vernmerit that in his view no, 


xista, Neverthelesa, he is 

jaaty and pleased, with himself. 

. He could be a Barrist if he were 

E n 
D uet was.badly let down 

. hie ow aide: But at at least.the 

poor. man :had the courage to opt 


.escape justice, has come tû aggra- 
all gectors of the pol 


might be a trifle more amenable; but there 
i beie no sign that they will be 
elected to office. So it will all be jolly sticky. 
The coldest glummest audience to win 
. ا 3 ا‎ 
- and RE SHE Originally the Ameri 
cans would have been out of their nuclear 
bases within a year. Discussion, of course: 
consultation; but not negotiation. Now’ 
suddenly, the period of discussion stretchea 
into the distance. It may even consume a 
whole parliamentary term. In 1993 Foreign 
Minister Healey may still be ing baek 
from Washington reporting ی‎ 
delayed consultations. The saga spread 
across five years. Does that sound better? 
Not to the Left at Mr Kinnock’s back, it 
doesn’t. But it may not sound parti 
appealing to the voters either, one guesses, 
We fledse half a decade of constant hagsle. 
All the expertise in the world about the besl 
role for F1-11s or Tornadoes won't help in a 
Britain where (on current form) a 1 
of voters are Gaullist; not liking the Yanks 
much, but not wanting to do away with our 
own bomb. 

Well, Labour believes the plan can be 
gold: and seems ready to stake all ita 
domestic battles of policy and aspiration on 
the outcome. The ends demand respect andl 
encouragement; but the means are atill 
getting in the way. One tragedy is that 
public and professional perceptions across 
Europe are again in flux; that Labour is 
having to fight for ita hearts and minds too 
soon, and certainly too inflexibly. But 
another ia that three years ago Mr Kinnork 
himself actually espoused a policy which 
more easily fits every bill. “A nation of our 
gize," he said then, should "use Britain's 
nuclear status for the sule purpose, repeat 
the sole purpose, of securing force reduc- 
tions culminaling in a non-nuclear defence 
strategy within ihe lifetime of a parlia- 
ment.” In short, set iı believer in the need to 
achieve something louse within the club, 
arguing and Jlevering fur real nuclear 
disarmament. Thut, ucrons the frail, trentu- 
lous wastes of post-Reykjivik Europe, would 
be a risk worth thinking about. But 
somehow, in all the spatchcock adjustments 
about tank traps and a few extra fri 
tha pürpose öf the éxuFcike stenis to have 
got lost. It isn't lou late to start afresh. 
Events themselves may give that chance. 
But the sticking plaster box is getting 
awfully empty. 
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influential within the Alliance; rather the 
raveree. And whilst our conventional, much- 
touted contribution to Nato continued to 
enjoy the protection of the United States 
nuclear umbrella, it would make ua more 
dependent on Washinglan. 


RS 
a إا ا ما‎ 
a bit. 
Couple that initiative on Polaris, how- 
ever, with a simultaneous notice to the 
Americans to get their uukes off our patch, 
and the hiatus becomes instantly apparent. 
It would be nice if we were Holland or 
Belgium; but we're not. Our role within 
Nato as the key staging post for the 
American guarantee is unhappily quite 
different. So the shock to our partners and 
allies cannot, prudently, be underestimated, 


ences past into an electoral swan. The 
problem is complex, but fundamental. It 
stems essentially from the way a major 
party haa drawn conclusions from humbling 

feat in 1983. Some things that went 


wrong then — like 0P osition to selling 


, gumeil houses, ~ could pragmatic Re - Bt 


Kinnoek) that unilateral nuclear disarma- 
et could e oe 0 impulsion, 
en, Was to what peoڍ‎ articular 
didn't like in 1983, and to try O riî 2 
The voters thought Labour was weedy about 
Nato. Very well, we must be terribly firm in 
our commitment to the Alliance. They 
thought that unilateral nuclear disarma- 
ment meant unilateral disarmament of 
every kind. Very well. We must be terribly 


م ا جه کک > ا ا سے 


‘All the expertise in the world about the best role for F1-11s or 
Tornadoes won't help in a Britain where (on current form) a 
majority of voters are Gaullist; not liking the Yanks 
znuch, but not wanting to do away with our own bomb.’ 


اوا ج 2 ا و ا ي 


A shock of some sort may be no bad thing. 
But no-one now does any favoura by sliding 
over the illogic of what is proposed. On the 
one hand, on Nato’s Central Front, we shall 
negotiate with our allies and accept at the 
end the obligations of “partnership”; 20 our 
troops may continue to shelter beneath the 
American nuclear umbrella, (One change of 
tack in the months since Mr Kinnock talked 
to Panorama). On the other hand, because 
Britain is “our sovereign territory", we shall 
instruct the Americana (of Natoı who will 
be sheltering our troops in Germany to 
remove the weapons based here which fulfil 
this task. We shall be bound ta the decisions 
of our “partners” in one part of the alliance, 
but not in another. That doesn't sound very 
convincing. Nor does the thought that it is 
possible to be a full-hearted member of a 
club, whilst insisting on playing by quite 

Peparate rules. 
hus far the partners have had only a 
fleeting opportunity to hold the policy up to 
he 


Mr Regan's Americans: the Cuomos and 
Harts and Nunns queuing up behind. And, 
if anything, the Europeans are more fearful, 
most hostile, and more denunciatory. Mr 
Rau and Mr Brandt in Germany of course, 


Another jolt for Sellafield 


Rolls-Royce solution tu every problom, “to 
convince the public in actions as well as 
words”, Much highor standards of snfety are 
required of nuclear installations than of 
straight chemical onos (wilness the consor- 
tium of companies lately pitching their 
pollutants into tho Rhino). Where the new 
management at Sellafield differs from ita 
accident-prane predecessors is in 
recognising that fact. At all events it seems 
not only confident that all tha NII’ demands 
can ba met well before the allotted time but 
enthusiastic to meet them. 
Where the MPs and the NII differ is in 
the main target for attack, The selec 
committee proposed abandoning the plant 
now being built to process fuel British 
and foreign second-generation 
which is. dus to come into service in 18% 
The inspectors were much more worrlel 
about the state of the old central 
reprocessing unit which has a heavy. load o 
Magnox fuel awaiting its attention, This Š 
the building that BNFL has to put right 
remain İn business. Although Sellafield hês 
acquired these highly lucrative contracts f 
reprocessin 


other countries" É fuel, HE 
g-term ble 


ture is inseparable from thê 
now pending on Britain's oWP 
nuclear power programme. It. will b® 
surprising if these decisions are at all clear” 
eut, whatever Sir Frank Layfield may 
report about Sizewell, and the Generating 
Board. is wisely hedging its bets with 4 
Programme for coal-fired plant. Even, there 
ore, İf BNFL does all that is now required 
of it there can be no guarantee that it will 
a all time and that the alterna” 
ive of dry..storage,. without reprocesŞin€: 
will not come to be seen. as preferable, Tê 
select committee asked for a thorough 
analysis, financial and technical, of that 


a option. So far, it has not been forthcoming. 
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FOR British Nuclear Fuols the year ends as 
it began: with another criticol reporl, 
another “major jolt”, this time putting 
statutory clout behind the demand that 
Sellafleld be tidied up. The Commons select 
committee's report on radioactive waste, 
completed in January, which questioned 
whether the oxide reprocessing plant now 
being built should not be abandoned alto- 
gether, waa withering to a degree, but it 
wag the work of self-confessed laymen, “Of 
all the inquiries the committee has tackled 
a0 far,” it said, “this is undoubtedly the moat 
technically difficult.” The 29 specific 
changes required if Sellafield is to continue 
operating are, by contrast, the product of 10 
months’ scrutiny by the Nuclear Installa- 
tiona Inspectorate. Ten years ago the 
Flowers commission cornplained of bad 
housekeeping at Sellafield {then Windscale) 
and multiple examplea of it have been 
witnessed since. This tine BNFL ig under 
motitéê to do sométhing - quickly or face 
closure of the works. Major jolt indeed. 
Sellafield'’a hescapabls handicap is its 
antiquity, which gave rise to a management 
Philosophy, to caricature only slightly, that 
all problems were soluble by a spot of 
welding. One criticism by 
example, is that ao many modification have 
been made to the control room and its 
panels that no one now has a clear idea of 
what is happening in every part of the 
workg. Yet the inapectors acknowledge that 
Sellaflield ia going through a period of 


maasive and beneficial investment and that . 


“standards in all respectş have been improv- 
inğ”". They also concede that they have 


` found nothing new, serious, or fundamental 


affecting hazards to the public. Neverthe- 
less they have acted in the spirit of the 
` select comrmittes report which aaid that the. 
nuclear industry as a whole must abandon 


, the shoestring approach and’ go for 


Trying to sell Labour’s defence policy 


strong on conventional armament. ‘The 
leader himself must go to Berlin and jut 
jaws across the wall. He must develop all 
the jargon of the defence buff. If we can 
reke these adjustments, then all will be 
well. 

The difficulty is that it isn't. What Labour 
offered in 1983 may not have been what the 
electorate {or even Denis Healey) wanted: 
but it was logically consistent. A banning of 
our bomb. A casting adrift from the Alliance. 
The creation, over time, of a kind of offshore 
Sweden which either would tor wouldn't) 
have acted as a moral beacon and catalyst 
for action around the globe. Weaving away 
with the sticking plaster’ haan’t helped one 
jot. It has made the chops in logic more 
obvious. A Labour Britnin could, sure 
enough, ban our own bomb. The Americans 
wouldn't oppose that. The Europeans might 
accept it fairly phlegmatically. Many (in- 

cluding this paper! would welcome the step 
Aaۍ‎ a Renaible readjustment of changed 
national self-perception in a world where we 


al & : the light and h ink, 
fire only û middlerange pûWêr TW htrafteret 7 EIR AOI ê" i e I 


economic circumstances; and where the 
delusions of empires gone perform a pro- 
found disservice, So Labour could acrap 
Polaris and cancel Trident, The dislocation 
ia that that wouldn't make us more 


the dismaying aftermath of Reykjavik, 
needa to do some hard, fresh thinking about 
its defence. We can't go on any longer 
believing in doctrines No First Uae, 
which even the generals, with their fingers 
near the button, think ancient, shabby and 
unrealistic. We can’t 2 anglinr 
. grHian palarlt. ann US IED F, en 

¬ A manding they go, then throwing a pan- 
icky fit when the two presiding superpowers 
seem briefly to be making progress. We 
can’t go on just watching a progressive, 
bungling escalation of nuclear armaments, 
We can't go on attacking the Americana for 
laine it over ua but refusing to contribute 
enough to our collective defence, What's 
happening out there, on the ground and in 
the desultory negotiating rooms, iB a failure 
of perception And statemanship, an hreso- 
lute lack of will to say not “Stop the world, 
we want to get off" but “Stop the world, we 
want to make a new start.” An honeat start 
which recognises that, without nuclear 
weapong, the threat of conventional war 
would be increased, But honest, too, in 
belie that forty ا‎ of relative 
tranquillity in Europe ig but a pimple on the 
face of time — no guarantee at all of sanity 
or efficiency for the next forty years, or the 
years beyond that, And if the thin balance 
of probability fails, then we and our 
children face a ruined earth. 

There is no weakneas or treachery to a 
leader who sees these imperatives clearly 
across such a time acale. He shares precisely 
the same stated goals aa Mr Ronald Reagan. 
There is emotion to his feelings to be sure; 
but necessary emotion, without which there 
ig no vision of what might be and no fire in 
the belly to try to make things happen, 

No one, ther, should deride Mir Neil 
Kinnock for the long-standing, personal 
commitment he brings to Labour's defence 
policy, To the contrary. We have here a 
potentially precious prize — the leader of a 
major party in a Western democracy who 
genuinely seeks to turn back the ratchet of 
nuclear armament. We have, too, a party 
which is striving — at some cost — to 
propagate new ways and new concepts in a 
continent which desperately needa 


them, 
And now, to package, gloss and sell thêm. ` “ 


The trouble, then, ia not the enıotion or 
the resolution; it is the getting from here to 
there. And any amount of packaging and 
eloquence, alas, atill seems wholly uncertain 
to transform the ugly duckling of confer- 


The unsinkable Mr Arafat 


part of Mr Peres when Prime Minister) are 
not a substitute for self-determination. 
Palestiniana have a distant recollection, too, 
that half way through his first term 
President Reagan produced a realistic plan 
for the region, lt involved a semi-autono- 
mous West Bank in confederation with 
Jordan. The author of this document was 
assumed to be George Shultz, Whatever his 
current rating in the American Congress it 
i» not high among Palestinians, becauae 
having produced a plan which was well 
worth negotiating he did nothing substan- 
tial to follow it through. If the process did 
not collapse when Arafat and King Huasein 
of Jordan parted company in February this 
year it collapsed as soon as the US publicly 
immersed itself in the Iranian scandal. For 
the rest of ita time this, in Palestinian ayes, 
iB a spent administration. 

Whether a more assertive American 
policy could have brought Palestinians’ 
ambitiona‘any nearer fulfilment, or might 
do ga in future, ia atill a question they have 
to address. Every acheme proposed has 
fallen foul of the incompatibility between 
Palestinians" just demands for a homeland 
and Israelis’ just demands for security 
from Arab attack. The intention of the 
Reagan Pları was to meet this obstacle by 
making Jordan the Palestinians’ protecting 
power, Jordan having no interast in a war 
with Israel. It was not American inactivity 
alone which doomed this approach, The 
Palestinians do not want to exchange Israeli 
overlordship for Jordanian, which they have 
axperienced before. Out of this impenetrable 
frustration come the stones thrown at 
Israeli vehicles and the deaths of Paleatin- 
ian tesnagers from lsraeli guna. What has 
the PLO done for Palestinians all these 
years? Palestinians meet the question’ with 
another: where else can we turn except to the 
PLO? 


PALESTINIAN leadera in Eaat Jerusalem 

and the West Bank have acted swiftly to try 

to forestall further conflict of the kind 
which began a month ago. On November 15 
a student at a Jewish seminary in the Old 
City was stabbed to death, and Israelis 
immediately began to witness, and contrib- 
ute- to, an outburat of revolt on the Weat 
Bank which was more open and sustained 
than for many years, On Friday an elderly 
Jew suffered serious stab wounds on his 
way from prayers in the Old City. In 
response the Arab leaders, apokeamen in 
effect for the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation, condemned the incident ag 
“in complete contradiction to the humanist 
and religious laws in which we belleve." 
Their robust message deserves to be heeded, 

The renewed conflict has come af a time 
when measures to improve the everyday 
lives .of Palestinians, taken in cooperation 
with Jordan, had seemed to lsraelig to 
herald a period of relative peace. But as-the- 

Israeli newspaper Ha'aretz has observed, it 

ia not the conditions of life but the 
occupation itself against which the latent 
demonstrations have been mounted. West 
Bank and Gaza residents, students especial- 
ly, do not act in iaolation from other events 
in the Arab world, of which there have been 
several to catch their attention. The most 
important is the success of the PLO and of 
Yasser Arafat personally in rebuilding a 
strength in Lebanon which Ilsrael, along 
with President Assad, thought had vanished 
for good. 

West Bankers both benefit from and 
regent the stealthy cooperation between 
Iarael and Jordan which they fear has been 
leading to a condominium in which they 
have no voice. ‘I'he appointments ot Jordani- 
an-approved mayors and the influx into 
buaineases and property of Jordanian money 
{a well-intentioned reversal of policy on the 
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subordinato could — as Valéry 
Giscard dEmaing did in July 1976 
with hia "loyal and cnergotic" 
Prime Minister, Jacqucs Chirac, 
who wus to quit a month later — 
toss off such a wiahy-washy com- 
pliment thal it becnma a jibe. 

1 understand you, Chirac in 
offect told the sLudents when he 
announcod the withdrawal of the 
Devaquct bill. I've understood you 
for A long lime as J am on your 
side, Miltcrrınd told youth in 
aubstuncu. 

Since Pierro Mendes I'rance and 
hia rudio lalks to children in 
schools, no sluulcsman has SUNK 
aıich u hymn to thosa who will be 
judging him “fifteen years from 
now," 

The day provided all the 
cletnenla vf u prusidentinl cum- 
paign. Chiruc eulled u halt tu his 
reforms unl wilh his followers 
prepured to go un {he trail lu 
conquer public opinion on the basis 
uf whal he has nccomplished ın 
almoslL nine months, he sunt hin 
parliamentarians back to their 
constiluoncies. And Mitlerrund 
struck û pna: waiting for thw 
“people” lu give Lheır verdict. Rull 
on lomurrnw! 

(December 11) 


the pace of reforms. (Chirac also announced that 
there would be no extraordinary winter parilamen- 
tary sittings.) Though hls tone was very concllla- 
tory, Mitterrand slipped In such occaslonal back- 
handers llke the observatlon that Chirac had “many 
ualltles” but he would ilke to see “these 
qualltles applled In the right place and at the right 


On the questlon of French hostages held in 
Lebanon, he hinted he could consider a pardon for 
Anls Naccache, the leader of the commando group 
that unoucoens luy trled fo assassinate Shapur 
Baktlar, but only If 
together at the same time”, 


“all the hostages are freed 


fine 


Mitterrand sitting pretty 
with chaos all around 


“o goize the moment when he 
would have to #ny whal was 
necessary to exlricale the counlry 
from the mess il had gol into." [n 
ahort, it was thanks to him, 
Mitlorrand clearly let it bo under- 
stood, that tle governmont pulled 
back from the brink. 

As if all this wore not enough, 
Mitterrand implicitly called 
Chirac a liar, thus giving his 
answer to a Prime Minister who 
suggested just as much concerning 
himself. Truo neither actually 
used the insulting term. But the 
President insisted that he had 
asked the Prime Miniater sevoral 
times to withdraw the Devnquel 
bill, wherens Chirac sweura he hal 
never huurd any such thing. 

Unprecedented situntions call 
for unprecedented responaes. No 
Fith Republic President had ever 
puid his Prime Minister such n 
“campliment",. At the worst, u 
President having problems with his 


did indeed have the Devaquct 
education bill withdrawn, “belal- 
edly, but atill in time”. He waa 
right to order a “pause” in the 
reforms: the withdrawal should be 
followed by “behaviour in keeping 
with this attitude”. "Belatedly, but 
still in time": Mitterrand drove the 
point home. Here he draws up a 


By Jean-Yves Lhomeau 


tally that everybody can fgure 
out, but he does it wilh such force 
that analysing il becomos highly 
diaagreeable for thû porson con- 
cerned. 

Chirnce ia in fact accused of 
having dithered so long that “if the 
events had continued they would 
have endangered the Republic". 
His hesiltalion — if we rend 
Mitterrand clearly — wus 8o dıtnı- 
gerous that the President, arıned 
with “grenl patience’, was waiting 


grasp the nature of his relations, 
such ag he perceives them, with 
Chirac and the balance of power — 
variable since March 16 — be- 
tween the couple forming tho 
executive. 

The provocative phrase “at the 
right moment" is valid for the 
paat. 

Mitterrand has not been very 
appreciative of the Prime Minis- 
ter's encroachments in spheres 
where he intends to remain the 
gole master — foreign policy and 
defence. This was noticed when the 
President clearly reasserted his 
pre-eminence at the Frankfurt 
gummit and on his visil to the 
Caylus military camp. On Wednes- 
day, he did not go over thul again 
apart from alipping these [our 
words into the conversation. He 
doubtlesa considera hisn authority 
in these spheres is assured. 

“At the right moment": that 
applies to the present too. Chirac 


Interviewed on radlo the day after Prime Minister 
Jacques Chirac announced his decision to with- 
draw the controversial educatlon blll which had 
brought thousands of students and pupils out on to 
the streets, Presldent François Mitterrand polnted 
to the “amazing maturity’’ of these young people ' 
and sald he was "on the same wavelength”. He also 
took up the slogan of the student organisers of the 
demonstratlon on Wednesday of last week agalnst 
pollce vlolence — ‘‘Never agaln’", adding: “They're 


t". 
e sald the government's decision to withdraw 
the controverslal blll! was an "act of wisdom” and 
that he approved the pause announced by Chirac In 


“EVERYBODY is so pleased with 
what's happening.” comment 
by former Prime Minister Ray- 
mond Barre at the end of a highly 
charged week and on the morning 
after a day of dramatically signifi- 
cant political events — a pause in 

vernmental reforms, announced 

Chirac; a hymn to youth from 
Mitterrand — ia shot through with 

aradox and a touch of humour. 

nless his friends had given him a 
very garbled version of what Mit- 
terrand had said on Europe 1, 
commenta he could not personally 
listen to as at that precise moment 
he was busy distributing sheep- 
gkins at the university. 

“Everybody” ia doubtless Barre 
himself, and that is already quite a 
crowd. But Mitterrand, if we un- 
derstand him correctly, is not at all 
satisfied with the Prime Minister, 
and Chirac, whose “pause” is [ar 
from enthusiastic, must be very 
upset by the President's verdict on 
himself. 

“The Prime Minister has many 
fine qualities," explained Mitter- 
rand in appropriately smooth 
tongue. “I should like these 
qualities to be applied precisely at 
the right place and at the time.” 
This barbed comment helps us to 


At the same time, the Barrists 
are rubbing their hands with glee 
over the changes noted in the past 
few weeks among the parties 
making up the UDF. 

What about the Oiscardians? 
They are also changing. It is nol 
yet time for them to start asking 
questiona about the system of 
power-sharing, but they note that 
“the moral credit of M Chirac's 
government" has been seriously 
chipped today, and they conclude 
that “two years is too short a time 
for applying a liberal! policy that is 
relatively new compared with 
French traditions.” 

As goon as he realised the 
gravity of the upheaval in the 
world of high school pupils and 
univeraity atudents, former Presi- 
dent Yaléry Giscard d'’Estaing, 
quickly — but discreetly, so as not 
to embarrasa the government — 
argued that the Deyaquet bilî be 
withdrawn, What has happened 
can only atre: h hia determi- 
„ nation to congolidate a UDF firmly 
‘adkiering to its valuta, &o aa to 
ateer the liberal vessel well away 
from any rightwing currenta. A 
golid UDF would also mean field- 
ing n single candidate in the firat 
round of the 1988 presidentinl 
cloétion. : 

There are tiny ciuea (hat acem to 
augest Giscard d'Estaing might in 
the ncer future commit himself 
more firmly behind Raymond 
Barre as a ceandidale for tho 
prosldency. Did he nat, after all, 
recent conflde to a centrist min- 
ister that he no longer doubted 
that’ the two candidates in the 
' presidential eleclion would be 

hirac and Barre? The former 
president could takê a firdt step 
wheri'tho UDF holds its national 
convention oni Jonuory 31. Or even 

, lwo atepa, if Barre finally changes 
his mind and decides to attend the 
convention which’ ‘sets out to be 
‘united; ‘(December 12) 


A state of friction in the alliance 


France's RPR-domi!nated rullng majority, though not a seamless conlltlon, was, untll the recent 
massive student protests, dolng a reasonably good Job of argulng away seeming contradictions and 
presenting a united front to the publlc. But cracks there were, even If they were concealed, and the up 
roar caused by the government's clumsy attempts to ram through a package of highly controverslal 
education reforms In double-qulck tlme have widened them. 


through certain reforms." 

Officially, all these things are 
merely intended to be “simple 
reminders of the rules of propri- 
ety." At the meeting of the PR's 
political bureau on Tuesday, De- 
cember 9, the instructions were to 
stay with the government. What 
other choice is there? “Pursuing a 

licy of breaking up," admitted a 

R official, “would mean losing the 
advantage gained by the previous 
atrategy." And that is unthinkable 
for the moment, for it would be 

laying into the hands of Raymond 

arre’s followers. 

The misfortunes that have 
befallen "Léo and his crowd” can 
only gladden the hearts of Barre'a 
men, who feel they . are enjoying a 
veritable transfer of the state of 
grace. True, ı0 Oné is crowing, but 
were it not for the tragic canse- 
quences of (he recent street dem- 
onstrations, it could be said that the 
Léotardians' misfortunes combined 
with Chirac'a blunders haye 
brought the “Barrists" close to 
swooning with joy. Considering 
Llhat what has happened has sot 
the seal on the collapse, in the long 
run, of the power-sharing arrange- 
ment, these Barristes fcel .cvonta 
are proving them righl sooner 
than they had hoped. Raymond 
Barre had all along held that 
power-sharing by a Socialist preal- 
dent and a conservative prime 


. minister wos unworkable and . 


would ultimately prove to be the 
government's undoing.) I they are 
to be belleved,.Ehe proof has been 
given that when the government 
leader’s attention is rivetted on the 
presidenicy., he can only head 
straight towards a sharp yaw. 


blow at the government. Secondly, 
the interview Madelin gave a 
morning newspaper, Le Matin de 
Paris, on Monday, December 8 
where he argued the bill was “not 
worth fighting over to maintain”. 
Proceeding on the principle enun- 
ciated by Jean-Pierre Che- 
vènement, the Socialist minister of 
education in the previous govern- 
ment, that “a minister shuta hia 
trap or quits”, this public 
dereliction of the duty to atand by 
the government put Chirac in a 


6. 
a lastly, the RPR accuses 
Léotard and his followers of hav- 


By Danlèl Carton 


و د ا ی 
ing tried, by resorting to a fairly .‏ 


subtle campaign of disinformation; 


. to delude people into thinking that 


Chirac had finally climbed down 
on the bill only because of strong 
pressure from Léotard. Clearly 
enraged by such. effrontery, one 
RPR official accused the PR of 
nothing less than trying to give 
itsolf a label bigger than ita bag. 
Aa. one l#otard official put it, 
there is therefore “friction” bo- 
tween the government and tha 
liboral ministera. PR leadors re 
apond to the RPR's anger with 
exasperation. “Jf they wanted a 
conservativo and reactionary 
government,” thundered one liber: 
al minister, “hey shouldn't have 
.Bent for us. The March 16 victory 
was achievad all together. We 
were no auxiliaries and we aren't 
cut out to be that today any mors 
than we were then. It's not liberal: 
„iam that is in question, but the 
authoritarian .way. of ramming 


late cometian and actor Michel 
Coluche — Colucci — had proposed 
a tax amendment, espoLsed by 
some ruling majority members of 
parliament, that people be allowed 
to claim tax deductions for contri- 
butions given to the “Restauranta 
du Coeur” movement he had 
organised for providing destitute, 
homeless and hı people with 
hot meals in winter) had prompted 


L4otard and his followers to sound 
a preliminary warning to the RPRE 
bulldozer at the PR's November 15 


national council. Nothing, how- 
ever, has been settled since then. 
Quite the contrary. 

The recent appointment by the 
broadeasting control authority, the 
CNCL (National Council on Com- 
municationg and Freedom), of new 
presidents for the nationally 
owned. radio . and, television not- 
works was felt by Léotard and hia 
followera — though they protest to 
the contrary now — as a deliberate 
violation of reciprocal guarantees 
between them and the RPR. lt 
became clear that, hurt to the 
quick, they would not pass up an 
opportunity of reminding the RPR 
of their presonce. 

Were they then simply making 
use of the university controveray 
to call their all-powerful ally's 
attention. to themselves? That is 
what tho RPR and Chirac's own 
aides thought. They aro taking 


“Léu's crowd" .to task on .thırce ° 


fundamental points. First, the lib- 
eral:ministera' attitude of calculat- 
ed ‘expeçtanoy: , Léotard and 
.Madelin .thought . of Propoaing 
withdrawal. of Devaquet's bili only 
on Friday, December 5, and. it was 
inevitabİy. interpreted as a sneaky 


THE GOVERNMENT has called a 
pause and everybody in the UDF 
{Union pour la Démocratie 
Française, an umbrella 
organisation that includea liberals 
and centrists —~ the Republican 
Party and the Centre Démo- 
cratique et Social, the followers of 
Françols Léotard, Raymond Barre 
and Valéry Giscard d' Estaing) — 
is more or leas enthusiastically 
totting up his own scorecard. 
Léotard'’'a followers have 
emerged the moat bruised by the 
pest fortnight's experiences. Their 
strategy of going hand-in-hand 
with Prime Minister Jacques 
Chirac's RPR (Rassemblement 
Pour la République) is in ruins. 
Their image as excellent ministers 
in every ا‎ has taken quite a 
bit of a bashing and their future 
in the government and, beyond 
that, in the 1988 sidential 
election has been seriously com- 
promised. One small detail of the 
power-sharing arrangement that 
will bs remembered will indeed be 
how the honeymoon bëlween the 


° RPR and the Republican Party 


(PR) cnded on the morning of 
Monday, December 8, whon Chirac 
fuming over the liberal ministers’ 
behaviour (especially tho attitude 
of Industry Ministor Alain 
Madelin, who happens ta be the No 
2 man in the Republican Party) 
received Madelin at his Hûtel 
Matignon office, and told him in 
effect that nobody in hia govern- 
ment was to enter into any liaisons 
for all time. 

"True, for some weeks now it had 
been clear the liberal ministers 
were developing an anti-Chirac 
itech. The friction with Finance 
Minister Edouard Balladur, the 
expulsion of 101 Maliana that the 
liberal junior minister res; E 
aude 


famoua “Coluche amendment” (the 


. for human rights, 
` Malhuret, found hard to take, and 
- a difference of ‘opinion over the 
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Growing shortage 
of maths teachers 
worries schools 


By Phlllppe Bernard 


Mathematics research 

been affected by the چ ا‎ a 
which will eventually jeopardise 
France's ranking as the world's 
third strongest mathematical na- 
tlon. Meanwhile, the United Stateg 
haa been making a massive flnan- 
cial effort to lure the best math. 
ematical brains from abroad, and 
in particular from France. ` 

There are at least two reasons 
why French maths students are 
tending to be less and less interegt. 
ed in university research or train. 
ing: one is the attraction of applied 
mathematics and information 
technology, and the other is the big 

uestion mark hanging over the 

ture recruitment policy of the 
Education Ministry, which has 
always been vulnerable to political 
or budgetary fluctuations. 

And at the head of the pipeline 
there liea the third key to the 
problem — the stagnation over the 
last few decades in the number of 
Pupils with a baccalaureate iA- 

levels) in science. 

Industry and the civil gervice 
have been drawing increasingly on 
this shrinking pool of talent, entic- 
ing away from the teaching profes- 


THE Education Ministry haa been 
pulling out all the stopa in its 
effort to recruit more maths teach- 
ers. Alluring small ada and peraia- 
tent telephone calls are among the 
methods being used to try to 
persuade mathematics graduates 
to succumb to the “charma” of a 
teaching career. 

It je proving go difficult to drum 
up willing candidates that the 
ministry has been forced to take on 
more than 1,000 foreign studenta 
a& auxiliary teachers, most of them 
from Africa or the Maghreb coun- 
triea, Very often, the ministry 
admita, they are less at home in 
the French language than they are 
in mathematics. Naturally, these 
emergency teachers do not teach 
bıcée pupils who have taken the 
prestigious “C" option (maths, sci- 
ence, economics); they are usually 
posted to vocational colleges or 
secondary modern schools in city 
suburbs, where their presence ig 
leas noticeable. 

„ The shortage of maths teachers 
i8 a problem that is unlikely to go 
away tomorrow. The number of 
atudents preparing a CAPES de- 
gree in maths (the fixed number of 


The French educatlonal system Is having a rough ride at the 
moment. In additlon to the unrest of the last week or so in 
universitles and /ycées, the Educatlon Ministry is once agaln faced 
With the long-standing problem of how to find enough mathematics 
teachers to meet the needs of secondary school pupils. Every year 
the Ministry has great difficulty in mustering even the 2,000-3,000 


teachers it needs to make up the shortage. It has got to 


auxllla 


the polnt where the Soclété Mathématlque de France (an 
assoclatlon of university mathematics teachers and researchers) Is 
now openly voicing Its alarm. The ministry Is, apparently, planning 


ere, Phillppe Bernard puts the problem in 


to take actlon. 


sion the kind of graduates who 
might have been drawn to it only 
15 years ago. Truditional breeding 
grounds of top-flight intellects 
guch as the Ecole Normale or 
Polytechnique now turn out only a 
handful of mathematicians 
year who are willing to take up 
research or teaching. 

As far as science graduates from 
various other higher education 
establishments are concerned, the 
range of jobs mado available to 
them by companies who 
need their talents has go in 
salaries that the pay offered by 
career in teaching cannot 
offer any competition. 

Even university graduates can 
no longer resist the attractions of 
information technology and af’ 
plied science. This trend may 
mean that universities have after 

aucceeded in gearing 
couraes very effectively to the 
e of he ule world. 

e, the teachiı profession 
makes little effort to attract candi 
dates. Recruitment policies fluctu 
ate so unpredictably that if Š 
impossible for firat-year' stu 
to have any idea of how many jo 
will be available by the time they 
come to take their CAPES or 


Faking new recruits ‘off to the 


Ce or holan, while 0 morê 
experiéên colleagues have 

tractive jobs in the highly. reputed 
e of, for ex , Parla: or 


candidates who pasa the CAPES 
competitive examination each year 
are assured of a teaching post) fell 
by half between 1980 and 1983. 
Since 1981, the number of maths 
teaching jobs available to CAPES 
graduates has risen both very 
sharply and fairly steadily, yet 
there are fewer and fewer candi- 
dates. In 1980 there was a ratio of 
16 candidates for each post on 
offer, but in 1986 barely two (the 
number of candidates has not 
fallen at the same rate; it is just 
that more and more often they 
pass their exam at their firat 
attempt), 

‘That being the case, can the 
maths CAPES examination still be 
dagcribed as a competitive exami- 
nation? When it is remembered 
that of the 840 new CAPES 
graduates in 1986, only 325 could 
truly be regarded as new recruits 
(the othera were already workin 
in the teaching fession), a: 
that a huge contingent of maths 
teachers is due to go into retire- 
ment over the next few years, the 
scale of the disaster can be fully 


, measured, 


“Didaster” is precigely the term 
used by the Société Mathématique 
de France to describe what: may 
befall their discipline. For: the 
situation is just as bad in the 
universities. Uniiversity maths 
taachers, who number about 2,300, 
including 600 professèrs, have cal- 
culated — and they should know 
— that İf recruitment continues at 
its present pace their average age 
by the year 2000 will' ba 57 as 
oppasèd to 44 now. `: 

lean-Pierre Bourguignon, who ia 
a profesor at Polytechnique and a 
research director at the CNRS 
(National Scientific Research Cên- 
tre), is bitter’ about this: “We're 
heading -for disaster just at the 
moment when mathematics ‘‘has 


become anı adventure 4gaih; with İn. 
the advent of computers and a hw wi 


ralationahip with technûlogy.” :: 


. perapective. ' 


Renée Lichtig, and France's besttknown com- 
poser of fllm music, G 
complete version of the film existed, but there 
were varlous fragments of it In film archives all 


eorges Delerue. No 


eventually succeeded in piecing to- 
e whole movle, and Delerue agreed to 
write a score which would highlight the action 


12. 


The Cinémathèque Francaise is celebrating its 
B0th anniversary this year. As a tribute to the 
world-famous film archive, the French Posts 
and Telecommunicationa recently issued a ge- 


Ties of postage stamps depi 
aio د‎ Ala ps depleting scenes from over ; Europe. 
And on November 16 and'17, as part of the gether 


there were (two 


anniversary celebrationa, 


showings of Alexandre Volkoff'a “lost” film, throughout the film just as a pianist or organist 


ent” 


The rescue operation was no simple matter, as 
Jacques Slcller and Olivier Sc! 
when they talked to Renée Lichtig and Georges 


tt found out 


“When restoring ‘Casanova’ I 
had to do a lot of cross-checking 
with the material from Prague and 
Rome. One of the two negatives I 
had was fairly complete, but the 
titles between ahots were in Eng- 
lish and Casanova was called 
Roberta Ferrare. So the titles had 
to be adapted and tranalated. 

“The film was shot in several 
versions. In the Italian one, pres- 
gure from the cenaora 2 
atory line. For example, the count- 
esa who gets Casanova to kill her 
husband is sentenced to death. In 
the French version ahe entera a 
convent. I've kept to the French 
version. Apparently the film had 
two different endings, and diatrib- 
utors were given the version they 
asked for. I had only one version, 
but it held together. That's the one 
that hag been restored. 

“Mogjoukine was much more 
than just an actor. Like Orson 
Welles and Eric von Stroheim 
when they appeared in other direc- 
tors’ filma, he influenced the way 
‘Casanova’ was directed. What's 
more, he worked on the 
mereenplay.” 

“When trying to bring such 
disparate elements together into a 
Alm, I think one has to try to 
imagine how the director wanted 
or would have liked hia movie to be 
made. It's something that requires 
quite a lot of historical and techni- 
cal know-how, but algo, if I1 may be 
: orgluen, hE axing £0, a.greatk. deal 


During the silent era, two differ- 
ent techniques called tinting and 
toning were employed to give 
certain scenes in films a special 
gi mohera by the use of a single 
overall colour {such aa sepia or 
blue-green). There were algo se- 
quences which were coloured with 
stencils, “One auch sequence, the 
Venice Carnival, is superb,” saya 
Lichtig, “and the reel we had waa 
in ita original edited form. 

“Another atencil-coloured ge- 
quence — the bail scene — came 
from Prague. It was in a very sorry 
state, and we gave it a gold tint, 
There are other coloured sequences 
at various points in the fi but 
او‎ of it İs of course in black and 
white.” 


temporarily out of synch 


Beiween each sequence | com- 
posed lhe musical equivalent of a 
‘dissolve, which enabled us to get 
back Into synch. with the action, 
“The flim didn't give me too many 
conceptual or compositional. head- 
achës. I's not something 1 ever 
worry about anyway, | triad to write 
an ironical score with the emphasis 
on lightness rather than on bur- 


. lesque effecis. Above all, 1 respect 


ed the geographical atmosphere of 
each part of the film — Italy with its 
farandoles, sicilennes and barca- 
rolles, Russian folk dances, Tyro- 
lean music and so on." 

an 0 amount‏ اراب ا 
but ! greatly enjoyed myself.‏ , 0 
Above all, | dant want to CONSITUC‏ 
any pretentious musical argument. i‏ 
don't go In for that sort of thing, and‏ 
In any case lt serves no pu 0:‏ 

The organisers of the Cinérmath- 

dua Françalse's anniversary cele- 
bratlons can be especially grateful to 
Georges Delerue: he took no fee for 
Als work qon "Casanova". 


used to do in the era of the so-called “8 


ven a live 


cinema. 
8 Angeles 


Delerue. 


Labour of 
love for 
Casanova 


2 ‘The only remnanta of Volkoff's 

Caaanova” in the vaulta of the 
Cinémathèaque consisted of a single 
reel, containing scenes of the 
Venice Carnival, which had been 
stencil-tinted, and bits and pieces 
of negative. The Prague Film 
Archive had three reels of the film, 
which it lent to the Cinémathèque 
Française. 

Lichtig also went to Rome to 
look at three other reels of some- 
what similar material. But these 
were the only cluea ahe had which 


By Jacques Slcller 


کے 
could help her to piece together the‏ 
acreenplay and thus be able to use‏ 

the fragmenta of negative. 

“One day, in the film bookshop 
Librairie du Minotaure, ! came 
across an old book containin, 
detailed ot summaries of severa. 
silent films. There were photo- 
graphic illustrations aa well. By 
sore miracle, 'Caganova' was in it. 
le plot summary provided us 


with. ga, framework for our task of _ 


restoration." 

Lichtig had already completed a 
first cut of “Casanova” when Rob- 
ert Maniquis, profesgor of French 


history at the University of Los 
Angeles, visited the 
Cinémathèque, Maniquis is a 


member of the UCLA Film Ar- 
chive, one of the four major Ameri- 
can archives, which has get up a 
French film collection. 

“Maniquis was so enthusiastic 
about what he saw of ‘Casanova’, 
says Lichtig, “that he asked us if 
he could borrow the film to show at 
the opening of a UCLA festival at 
the beginning of this year. I{ waa 
then that we had the idea of 
asking the composer Georges 
Delerue to write an orchestral 
accompaniment for the film. 


that no fim is ever projected at 
exactly the same speed in differenl 
cinemas. Tha score i wrote for the 
first part of the fim, which was 
supposad fo iaşt 70 minutes, fol- 
lowed fhe action very closely. lt 


By Olivler Schmitt 


wasn’ just background muslc. 

“To my dismay, when | started 
rehearsing with my 15 musicians, 
we were 24 seconds out of synch. 
with the picture by the end of the 
projection. This was because the 
projector In the studio where | had 
been working on the score ran al a 
different speed. li was a disaster." 

But it could have laken more than 
that lo discourage such an exper- 
lenced composer as Delerue. He sal 
down and composed n in 
separate sequences of not nore 
than thrae or four minutes. “It 
dogasn't matter il you're a second or 
a second and a half out al the end. 


“Casanova” (1827), which starred the legend 
Ivan Mosjoukine, The film was a 
musical accompaniment by the 


Theatre Orchestra, 


This event was made posaslble by a labour of 
love on the part of two people, the film editor. 


RENÉÊE LICHTIG is an interng- 
tionally known lm editor, who 
works regularly with auch direc- 
tora ag the Canadiah Gilles Carle 
and the Frenchman Etienne 
Périer. Ih the past, she edited, 
among other things, two movies by 
Nicholas Ray, one by Robert Par- 
rish, and Jean Renoir'a laat three 
works. . 

She had always had a good 
working relationship with the 
Cinémathèque Francaiae, and a 
year afler the death of ita founder, 
Henri Langlois, m 1977, she was 
called in to set up a verification 
unit, whoge task was to check the 
identity and condition of the ar- 
chive’s vast, poorly housed, and 
largely uncatalogued fllm collee- 
tial 


n. 

She decided that her new job at 
the Cinémathêèque would not sto 
ber continuing aa Etienne Priors 
fllm editor. She planned to work on 
his new film, “Louisiane”, but 
after two years at the project stage 
it was given to another director 
{Louis Maller. 

So Lichtig decided to stay at the 
Cinémathèque for good. She had 
always been fascinated by the 
restoration of old filma, and 
Jumped at the chance to try to 
plece together Alexandre Volkoffa 
“Casanova”, 

‘1 had always adored the films 
made in France during the 20a by 


Russian émigrés such as Josif ‘Th 
Ermolieff, V I, Mosjoukine and 
Victor Tourjanaky,” Liehtig says. 


did everything I could to see the 
films made by those émigréa. 

“My current job at the 
Cinémathèque has a much wider 
brief than juat those filma, but 1 
still have a soft spot for the ones 
starring o ne. He played 
Casanova in Volkoffs Alm of 1827, 
and again in 1933 in a ‘talkie’ 
version shot by René Barberia. But 
a8 he had rather a thick accent, he 
was dubbed. The Cinémathèque 
has a COPY Barboris's film, which 
is quite different from Volkoffa.” 


Delerue 


QEORGES DELERUE has been 
composing flim music for about 30 of 
his 61 years. The 200-plus movies 
thal hava benefitted from his master- 
ly sense of atmosphere Include most 
of Francois Truffaut's fims, “A Man 
For All Seasons", “Julla", and 
"Women in Love". Yel with all that 
experience behind him, Delerue 
discovered only recently, when writ- 
e orchestral accompaniment for 
"Casanova', that no two fîlm projec- 
fors run at exactly the same speed. 
Delerue, who has lived in Holly 
wood for the last three years, began 
our interview by asking me the 
following quesilon: "Did you Know 
that during ihe winter in the States, 
because the alr conalttoning is not 
tumed on, projectors go at a fasler 
gpeed than In summer, when the 


..cooling machinery is on at full blast 


and results in a drop in voltage? 
“when 1 lo writs an 

orchestral accompaniment for :Ca- 

sanova' 1 .dldnt realise that ils 


running time was 134 minutes, or 
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. New intensity to Colombia's never-ending violence | : 
olombia s never-ending violence T aabin qf on 3 0 5f 


By Marcel! Nledergang 


BOGOTA — “Violence” that had the ca ital of Antioqui ich û 
POGOTA  Violance”. pital of Antioquia, which is 11 judges) and beapattered the since then the ELN h 

Andie enstlald of big crime bosses. liberal and Hrereneite Topulskina considerable funds and broadened iia itin charge Barco’ govern-‏ ا م اح 0 کر ا 
a j i he past three decades rea 2 0w u behind the of Betancurs government. The’ its bases. It is now the spearhead a dı with impotence in the face of‏ 
but nevar quite wiped cub lL agp eT gE a red light. Tho driver of provisional tally for November of the CNG (National Guerilla pi ETE and tragic situation,‏ 
in businens. Political or criminal sounded his horn The Mo ore, Bill, at least 70 Coordination), the umbrella irteen Patriotic Union Senator‏ 
Rl 0 Ce, ibings or a‏ ا 1 0 aasassinationg, kidnappings, dis- first vehicle got out, calmly walked n soldiora‏ 


appearances, peasants massacred, 
E dali ll a ACIS, over to the mecond car wedged wounded among tho police; sores cally M 19, EPL. (Peoples Lito. 2d returned to their seata only 


£ batwaen the two and shot th 1 last week after ivi 
tage and attacks on mili 18ê of amall farmers caught up in the ation Army) and t i Sociving, assur 
suramary executions Blamed a etra gp, O, Bille. Ahing, Kilnapped or menaced; Quentin Lata self defence rup oF ie mot "Ea TEDE Many 
Various ili 0 acta of sabo — eapeci f oil ¬¬ that broke the tı guard 

paramilitary groups or emotion 2 fear in the crowd and installations 80 N 0 ments with the Betaneur gv. E death 0 0 
drug traffickers . . . Lesa than four People here kill out of 50 ior nated to be around. ment, their fello men who 
month 1 ut of a sense of $50 million and the presid ELN is, or i ar tellow Cor who are 

& after Liberal Virgilio honour, to steal of course, but also the nationally-owned tehil by a Catholle Diet Fachar Ri Sp tp review, before the 


Barco's accession to the Pre 7 ا‎ 8 year 
i ey, Colombia i feing a arth in defence, to intimidate and oll corporation, Ecopetrol, consid. who has split from his Church. In end, the treaty with the U§ for 


U.S. Supplied Intelligence 
Data To Iraq 


By Bob Woodward 


WASHINGTON — The informa- and in a aeparate raid hit troop 
tion has been flowing to Iraq for concentrations and ammunition 
nearly two years. During the same depots in northwestern Iran. 

period, the Reagan administration İntelligence estimates show that 


Arms Trade Is Trading I n Lives 


BOSTON — 1 have been waiting end that terrible war". But he has alties," while Americans go on 
for a simple moral question to be not shored up those “moderates” measuring the political impact of 
raised about the president's deal who want peace by giving arms to this flasco on George Shultz or the 
with Iran. I am not talking about an ayatollah who will accept only Regan presidency or the next 
the morality of dealing with ter- victory. Somewhere botween election. 
rorists. Or the morality of lying to 350,000 and a million people have lf members of my own family 
the American people and our been killed go far in the six-ycar were held hoastago, 1 suspect that I 
allies. That's the easy stuff of war. How many more deaths will would be capable of great violence 
ethics clas: Morality l, fall semes- be attributed to the swap? How to suve them. IF I were given the 
ter. many more in Nicaragua? option of sacriflcing strangers for 
What I've been waiting for ia the In an angry moment, Donald loved anes, 1 might trade them by 


and Representativeg boycotted 


hired guns ا‎ big-ime averted e 


1 1 avenge. There ate rules. A rich era thet “production j N 1 extraditing drug 
nce of violence right family which has already paid a paralysed uction is likely to be 0 a a ey “The real enemies of the Patriot. 


my and its ability to cunlınue the Reagan said. “We suught Lu volul’ 
war, which entered its seventh lish communicationa with both 
year this fall. aides in that sengeless struggle, so 

The revelation that the adminis- that we could assist in bringing 
tration has been sharing intelli- about a cease-fire and, eventually, 


ian, and he hl 0 live oF armed clalce bwaen ura TOS a o e BER o ere a SE gote oF nf buro, el at r 

signed to it but haa no illusions Bii Vê i i a i, i= house, ia no longer a frontline ommunist Party and Patri E1 e A E 

about how thin infra eyde 8 E A very mpl feld. force. The ELN (National Liber- Union official are publicly a lotic regular army officer found guilty 

going to end. ٣ ovember wes a black month for ation Army) is spearheading tbe j paramilita 4 ccus- of murdering six farmers, But thi 
8 second year running. In 1985, guerrilla movement today. Until al 3, Eroups, who they know vory well that, along 


bodies does not make up the whole Is that too corny, too solt a foreign lves? Huw many aves: 
potential casualty list. The presi- question? It is left to the Iraqi “What is a huınan life worth?" T'ın 
dent swears that onc objective of ambassador to mention that theae waiting, still waiting, for the 
aukject to come up. 


this arms deal is to bring to “an arms “will bring about more casu- 


Violence which is typical erapt- the M 19 attack on th ital" ge are “never punished be ith the Iraqi h sett! f, We have sought t 
ed i 1 n the capital's just two years ago it was a tiny, ۳ cause many others, they are all marked gence data with the Iraqis nt the a ement, sought to 
recently in a street in Medellin, courthouse left 95 dead tineluding theoretically pro-Cuban gro 0 e u of loan among 0 for pna 8 same ae. و‎ ee hippinE arde, Wy rng. mih 9 ontr as Try To Regain M omentum 


tion's policy on the Persian Gulf both sides,” 
war. One well-placed U.S. govern- Sources said that aa far back as 


COMMENT 


Shorta e h Sandinista troops have vaeated 5 : 
9g of mat S Fi ace-off Honduran territory" The two ment official said that the admin- 1984, when some people feared TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras - As of the Nicaraguan Democratic second disbursement worth 340 


across society. ransom İs theoretically sale: auch a 1 ie Üni was secretly selling arms to Iran Iraq overall has at least a 4-to-1 
: أ‎ - A Eh: 2 ا‎ ic lon and the FARC (Colon media or the pollsters or the Regan demanded of tlhe press: the dozen. 1 would be morally 
1t eae present nervous mood, family is picturesquely described e I E E a bê a PrOov- bian Armed Revolutionary Eos ار‎ E ا‎ a a country to ask whether it is right “Whats a human life worth?" untrustworthy to make this deci- 
real thi 0 o djringuish the here as having aequired a declares, perhaps bleckeni 2 tê version of th ELN? C i 1986 — the military arm of the Commu. influence with factions in the tanks, missiles, and combat agir- | or the president to swap American This, he said, is "what tho presi sion. 
i tl „irom the fake, the “vacuna" — vaccination. If, in picture ` hi 4, e ubans? Or nist Party)” say Liberal and Con- Irani 3 ft. 1 1so has about 1 million | es Jor Middle Eastern lives. And dont was thinking about” when he Is this what hûpponed to 
crime from the criminal 9 picture somewhat, that “geo- perhaps Libyans and Middle East ا‎ ranian government. craft. Iraq also has about 1 million ٤ : ٤ Pp 
N nal servative politicians, “are to be In August, the CIA stepped up regular ground troops comıpared | WÊ know, for Central Ameri- ordered tho shipment. Reagan: Lhat ho perccived tlio 
ime. hbourhood thugs ex- The Colombian capital of Bogota was the scene recently of one of th found on the hard left, not an the the initiative with Iraq by estab- with 250,000 regulars for Iran. | A" livea. It was a ripe queation, but one hostages an fmmily and the war- 
٤ money from the local middle- committed by a single person: anı electrical y e 8 most savage mass-murders right or at the centre as they lishi direct, top- E Wash- Iran’ ulation i hly threg | That i whal happened. In the that needs to bo rophragod. What's ring parties in the Middle East ûs 
class resident or the corner grocery for no apparent ron Hii i iootrlcal engineer, who had fought In the Vietnam war, ran amok claim. Thay are the uneanwron Ingtot Baghdad link to provide the times as large ae Iraq. ‘The | Popular mind, the bleak policy, an American life worth? Are three slrungera we could holp kill cach 
! la owner in the name of some police hot him dead. : g 29 people and Injuring 15 others in a building and a restaurant before ing opponents of any pacification gian. Wi êt And Herd timely TFaniana E 6d E in Dlered by whal Khomeini call mw other without u quulm? Was he on 
a E س‎ e satellite information. One source waves" of young, irregular soldiers e Black House,” was an cx- By Ellen Goodman sufo moral ground e he only 
guerrilla groups replen- spite of ٤ i 1 8 5 : 1 8 8 1 : : 1 1 change of “arms for hoatages”". But supplicd the wenpuns, didn't pus! 
iah e. a by, imposing alt E alg ik miljorted Friel spall, er E inan kalas only too a i ge i r al in e iillion, e e elle thas rı much too sanitary 8 deserip- Menean ago ا ا‎ tho buttons Did he think about it 
چ‎ revalutlo xes orı ‘foreign — members being ki thinks 2 Py to bait, using guerrillas, a officials i gering agree " " ured tion. It conjures up an imago of Iraqis and [raninns 2 10, at all? 1 
٤ 1 E 2 ا‎ 8 zillas or bendila ا‎ its a hy N ece pe out oL gree: Colombian a penly ment ETE tn r bb mbing rald in a 3 administration official said oepona lockpiled ma yerhouse اج‎ it ي‎ u en te İn wartime, ê aalilê oul n 
a a8, guertillas have hiring professional killers to sl . 8 1 toeing the line set by “Great Betancurs government and the d hat I had been di q | rather than the image of weapons deud are volunteers, drafted sol. one natiun ia {0 kil 0 largest 
a become tax collectors, with drug the umed kid slay ment control". Liberals and Satan”? Western experts here con- FARC. Th ا‎ 1 ei damage and ,plan:thé next: thal, Hag; a o COUFAEE ed to kill 1 diers or civilians? Do we cure if possible number of the enemy in 
ا‎ . 3 2 . h it is the most attack. This sou id the intelli- from any attempt to destroy Iran's Û SEG to %1" peop'e. or: ans: 9 ırmber ¥ 
: traffickers in their sectors reluc- fairly commo: he gg Conservatives, who have been gider that the CNG could easily ful ت‎ Ea? i BOE BAG E I 4 ا‎ 0 The arms theımsolves were people are killing vuch other with suve uny individunl life. But we 
1 tantl ing thei a n scenario and it ia quarrelling in parliament since ter powerful guerrilla organisation in gence information is "vital" to economy. The United States had 0 ۴ 1 2 BA MY sense is lial 
٠ fora hal pasmago oF perano O ceatab™ Rure aE Rak ag ae, Pare became Pranident, cause big probleme or the Calan. ebaerved a 'aiimd r Bt frag? conduct of the war, tried lest year to apply diplomatic | SFefnglvel Hey nals. we are Fhe cnilre, deble hus been Guerin peewee uve CO 
. grow coca. lost its righta in Colombi d d the , bian army which is, however, rank-and-file beı e becom- 1 ia f in İÎran's Kh Island oil inal, | told, of some 2,000 untilank weup- about credibility and diunuge con- u Lwul of American 
I is diffcult to say who ia Ãaggsassinatiı ude erment. The Colombian Bishops trigger-happy and has several dac i 3 mienihers are met twice this all a RCE IHS, AN arg Island oil lerminal. one and enough parls Lo repnir 200 trul, abd domestit mnnngented like any uther form 
ا‎ kil ۲ nations of judges, drug Conference published a long com- : C- ing restive, and some FARC fight. October and again in November — Several years ago, the Kharg : i a stnitioaul relia QS 2 | 
conalion af bloodletting. FDI ej ug Beleie, lcomen, unique thin month condemning guarrtlag. "° I" OME he ere ars again resorting to “bole lh aenior ag ee 1a ke ond terminal hinilel chou %0 | inay" wenena ° Ant tome PIE heh in et û Wie ull them ber, witb 
ا‎ tionary lyricism and settling of th riot 1 8 worsening of subversive vio- In the short term, the E EO HETE. CERNE TREE? : °3 | weapons. These are also clean bumiling president and u rehel- then tlrere, use then in exchenge | 
: aces, Violence far Colombe te te reghigred mane of e Cid rra i Phereniepon _ dleturblng aapert of he violence ê. ty whieh la mow cee Cenine and to encourage more lew en O pereft A qor (O oe Sued aie u. Mutu Hoe eos et week an. oe Kirin ATS Hu bef: 
8 marily a basic, almost trivial, Colombian Communist Pa . . Lhe the spate of murders and attacks. recognised trying hard ta th id " gaid the adıninistration qoq | ous were points at empty machi un duplicity, lhig week on kiyulty, ss HE wuampumn. We have, 
i act of life accepted bı 8 8 i e Catholic Church believes that Co- on officials of the Patrioti ion. 2 ا ا ا‎ 2 Sal E BUTE ON OPPOSE ery. “lhere is tnuch being sud aboul forgitlun {hal Lheir purse ln 
۰ ue CA rho eTES a Fel eek phe e. onhian, denote a “agedar Rare ay a egg e yp E a eh uc Eee or STO |, ut ape aera ore nal te ucts pe REA Rp, Oe yeqo pA 
3 e authorities, th: i : have bı i E El : E drones, run like i child's truin set Bul whul about life and dealh? for arms, if you forget hit aru ' 
Church and bea cla, EG a with Where the guerrillas are con- i a e e RE, ا ر‎ institution and 0 ا‎ a month, concentrating on 2 een ae E by emule contrul. There are pen. There have been headlines uw are agents of deunth. ; 
jt to learn to live with it." The 2 a Conservative cerned, the M 19, having lost councillors, four members of mall encouraging signs. For oil terminals, oil pumping stations adverse economic anf politienl | le iqide these tanks und aireraft, nouncing the remuval sf liver This ıs the moral dilemnst ot 
ا‎ ormula expresses both the fatal. ا‎ ent; acores aettled in blood leaders, credibility and face in the tal legislatı Te of de- first time a military court in 1 and power plants — al with the consequences for that vital region people who will div. Narth zind John Prindexter. BM thus swap In penceliine, ix ıt rig j 
1 7 tival ` guerrilla groups, ~~ disantrously--bote' -Hoyembor=8,. 0 gl e -ures, one mem” Antioquia, acting on the | intent of destroying [ran's econo- of the warld have been growing. Erin his alelabel cuater uF alat abut hfe aud heath? u Fam AM Mn o lil ا‎ 
1 
ُ أ‎ 
1 1 
Ed 
ا‎ 


1 
ا‎ 
1 questions about the administra- tently condemned the violence on By Edward Cody 
TWO NICARAGUAN towns have : 
1 


controversy rages in Washlholen Force, the main guerrilla organiza- million fram the $100 million in 


: 4 countries had until now kept up iatrati oli: f arms for Iran that Iran might overrun Iraq, the 1 . : 
کے‎ teachers camber i, end maior tatê a. ÎN TRE he pretence of entertaining ol end satellite fateligenee ur Iraq United, Seles begen supplying over er indie, he U 9, yiary supglie rom open il PNENe FOES ale SPR 
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Wifhin hours child has recovered. 


Mortality Could Be Halved 


UNICEF ostimates that the child mortallty rate could bo halved by 
launching an attack on discaso and malnutrition using four ailmplo 
and cheap techniques, 

1. The oral rehydration treatment (ORT), a combination of salt 
and sugar, could prevent three million childron dying every year 
of diarrhoerl dehydration. And the treatment costs css than ton 
cents a child. 

3. Rogular monitoring of children. This provides mothors and 
health care workers with an explicit record of the child's physicnl 
development and an opportunliy to discuss health practices. 

3. Promoting “breast is best” to combat malnutrition. 

4. Immunisation against diphtheria, whooping cough, tetanus, 
measles, poliomylltis and tuberculosis. UNICEF, togethor with 7I 
governments, aro committed to achievo universal ehild 
immunisation by 1990, It could save five million children. 

These life-saving moasures rely not on specialists or hospitals, 
but on primary health care workers and village volunteers who 
need a few months training on the bnsles of health, hyglenc ancl 
disease bofore they ean begin work. 
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here sald a long- 
‘term guerrilla war, perhaps a 
decade, would be a more likely way 
to build political strength .inside 
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Pretoria Directly Blamed For Child 
Deaths In Southern Africa 


The child health crisis in war- 
crippled Mozambique und Angola, 
as described by UNICEF's Dr. 
Racelis, is a bleak exceplion to 
that record of progress. 

Citing a preliminary southern 
Africa report that she anid will be 
released in more complate form by 
UNICEF early nexl year, Rucelia 
said it is clear that child mortulity 
haa inercused dramutically in the 
pnat flve yeurs as a result of Soulh 
African "destnbilization mea. 
sures.” The percentage of children 
dying before their fifth birthduy ia 
betweon 10 percent and 15 percent 
higher now in Angola and Miozam- 
bique thun il wısa in 198, accord 
ing to tigurvs she quoted. 

South Africa helps fund and haa 
used its soldiers to support UNITA 
rebel forces in Angola under the 
command of Jonas Šavimbi. lL also 
has been accused of aiding 
ABtigovernnm insurgents in Moa- 
zambique in violatlon of a 
nonaggression pact it signed with 
that country in 1984. 

In Mozambique, according to the 
UNICEF report cited by Racelis, 
rebels have destroyed 718 health 
centers aince 1981. Health work- 
ers, the report asaya, have been 
wounded, maimed, murdered and 
kidnapped in a campaign to keep 
them from traveling to rural areas. 
About 300,000 school children 
have been affected by the destruc- 
tion of their schools, the report 


gays. 
5 Angola, accordiı to the 
southern Africa UNICEF report, 
141,000 children under 5 died in 
1984-85. 
To put the collapse of child- 
health services in Angola and 
Mozambique in an African context, 
Racelis compared the curve of 
child mortality figures in those 
two countries over the past five 
years with that of Tanzania, a 
similarly poor but peaceful country 
in southern Africa. a 
. In 1980, Tanzania had a child 


mortality rate comparable to that 


of Angola ` and ' Mozambique — 
` about 80: deaths: per 1,000 live 
birthg. Last year, t 
was 183 deaths. But: the figure in 
Angola and Mozambique was be- 
tween 325 and 375, according to 
UNICEF. . 


rehydration were universally 
available in developing countries, 
the report said, about half the 14 
million annual deaths of children 
under Š could be prevented. 

“The real challenge is therefore 
no longer scientific or technical,” 
the report said. “It is political and 
social. It is the challenge of gener- 
ating the political will and the 
social organization to put today’s 
چ‎ to use on the necessary 
scale and at an affordable cust." 

The report, howover, was nut s0 
aanguine about the capucity of 
developing countries, especially 
those in Latin America and Africn, 
to afford to pay for cven low-cost 
preventive health care for chil- 
dren. lt said that in the past five 
years average incoıne in Latin 
America has fallen by 9 percenl 
and in Africa by 15 percent. Ãa a 


By Blaine Harden 


result, the report said, “deteriorat- 
ing health and nutrition is wide- 
apread”" among young children in 
Latin America and Africa. 

The UNICEF report charged 
that economic “adjustment” poli- 
cies adopted to satisfy Internation- 
al Monetary Fund requirements 
had reduced per capita spending 
on health and education in these 
Latin Anıerican and African coun- 
tries. It questioned “whether it 
makes either human senge or 
economic senae to ascrifice the 
growing minds and bodies of the 
next ran on the altar of 

justment policy.” 
dj Called on industrialized 
countries, which it said now con- 
tribute 0.86 percent of their total 
“gross national product in aid to 

veloping countries, to increase 
their contributions s0 poorer coun- 
tries can afford to implement child 
health services that have proved 
cheap and effective. 

The report sald that, by and 
large, the past three decades have 
‘been ak 1 1n 
ı prOgFŞBR: OF... ¢ ; between, 
1900 and 19ê child death rates 
fell by ' 50 percent; average life 
expectancy rose by 30 percent; food 
production trebled and school en- 
rollment rates doubled.” 2 


NAIROBI, Kenya — South African 
rg i pa a 
and Angola is directly responsible 
for creating the highest child 
death rates in the world, according 
to a senior official of the U.N. 
Children's Fund {(UNICEF:). 

Dr. Mary Racelis, regional direc- 
tor for UNICEF in eastern and 
southern Africa, said here laat 
week that since 1980 South African- 
sponsored destruction of health 
clinics, intimidation of health 
workers, dislocation of fanıilies 
and wideapread razing of crops has 
caused “unprecedented” death 
rates for children under Š years in 
Angola and Mozambique. 

Racelis cited recent UNICEF 
surveya in those two countries, 
both of which are battling South 
African-supparted rebel armies, 
showing that between 33 and 38 
percent of children die before they 
reach age § In the Tete reginu nf 
west-central Mozambique, Racelis 
said the child death rate waa 45 
percent in 1984-85. 

Soviet-occupied Afghanistan, 
where about 33 percent of children 
die before age 5, previously has 
been cited by UNICEF as the 
country with the highest child 
mortality rate. 

Child death fi js for southern 
Africa were made available here inı 
conjunction with the release of 
UNICEF's annual “State of the 
Warld’s Children” report, which 
marks the 40th anniversary of the 
organization, The 1987 report, a8 
compared to recent years marked 
by severe famine in Africa, draws 
a relatively hopeful scenario for 
the survival of children in poor 
countriea. 2 

“We have, for the firat time, the 
knowledge and means to defeat 
infection and undernutrition 
among the world's children on a 
massivë scale and at an affordable 
cost," according to the report by 
James P. Grant, UNICEF's execu- 
tive director. _ 

The report said that in the past 
` year low-cost 'methods, “such ‘as 
immunization and ‘oral’ 
rehydration therapy for children 
with diarrhoea, have saved the lives 
of an estimated 1.6 million chil- 
dren under 5. 

IF immunization and oral 


Contras Try To Regain Momentum 


insurgency as a politically attrac- 
tive cause in the United States 
quickly enough to steure contin- 
ued funding from ا ا‎ 
Buta European diplom: 
ing the rebel 


Nicaragua. The catch is that the ا‎ 
Nicaraguan rebela are dependent  ' [ea capllals please) 
. on U.S. ‘and leadership; |: mm me mo mmm 


. while the U.S. probably ‘does not ' 
have the patience for such anı 


‘effort: 


pres- .‏ ا 


told me to into Nicaragua to 
fight, I WOU € aay to them to come’ 
down from Miami and go with me.” 
` Although detailed U.S. planning 
remgins gecret, comments from 
U,S. and, rebel officials indicate a 
goal of ablahing enough insur- 
gent militqşry E i 

ence in Nicaragua during 1987 to 
elicit poplar opposition to the 
Sandinista. government. ا‎ 


- This algo fita in with the need to 


Honduras of ita role as host 
n rebels'and' to establlah the 


Continiüied from page 15 


and who ' strongly opposes the 
Sandinista government, declared 
that the rebel movement must 
take more “ideals” into Nicaragua 
along with: U.S.-provided weapons. 
` To provide . political leadership 
and “charisma,” the top leadership 
of the Nicaraguan Democratic 
Force algo aholld.go inside Nicara- 
gua with its men instead of spend- 
ing time in Tegucigalpa and 
Miami, he said,‘ adding: “1 know 
that if I were there and someone 
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ope Effectively 


out could make it more diffleult for 
him to prove lack of involvement. 
“With Nixon, the only questions 
were what he knew and when 
a . " this Republican gaid. 
“Wit! agan there are multiple 
Pobies" 

n addition to Reagan knowing 
nothing or everything, among 
them are the possibility that he 
issued a limited grant of authority 
that was expanded by others, that 
he authorized so: ing and then 
forgot it or that he established a 
general policy that he left to others 
to Dement. ی‎ administra- 
tion officials said Reagan's of 
substance is so tenuoua thal he ie 
0 ا‎ of lhorirlng ing an 
action without realizi 1 
what he has done. E ece 

Longtime advisers familiar with 
the president's work habits eon- 
tend that chief of staff Regan 
approach has made the president 
more prone to serious errars of 
decision-making in his gecond 
term. One of these advisers said 
that — in contrast to the popular 
belief that he is lazy — Reagan is 
“quite obseasive” when in the Oval 
Office and intent on going through 
the documents that have been 
Placed on his desk. He does not 
welcome interruptions in this cir- 
mince: this va gaid, and 
“might sign somethıng very impor- 
tant that was placed before bim 
and literally not remember it.” 

Reagan friends seeking 
in the White House since 
scandal erupted a madê 

gan their principal target pre 
cisely because they understand 
how dependent the president is on 
his top staff, according to adnminis- 
tration and congressional sources. 
But these sources said the presi 
dent has coıme to rely or Regan #0 
heavily thuıt he has “dug in 
against the attempt to force the 
n chiefs dismissal or resigna’ 
tion. 

A Whita House insider aaid that 
even 1 the اس‎ n in 
preaiden't approval rai 
stopped, Reagan faces the taak of 
“recapturing the magic and imagi 
nation” of his presidency. His 
goal of arms control and far 
reaching domestic initiatives had 
been replaced with a modest list of 
proposals grouped around the ides 
of “competitivenesa”, which 4 
strategist calls a “garbage can' r 
disconnected ideas. 

Morale is also low in و‎ 


number of middle-level and lo¥" 


.ment made publicly by Buchanan: 


. ge yroces و‎ 
h of 1987, daşpite the 
peeelieebS scproeaed lezke ta fe 
with 


ا 
“Biyond the Iran arms gales and.‏ 


sid connec 


hat his explanations on Iran, won't 


: aah, her likely ta lose, faith in 
8 ,; PDFOCESS 3 
ا‎ orien him * 


„ corners of the. White House. 


` contra- 3 1, 
` other issues. “As it lowly, dawns 
on, the president if. if: does — 


e mana; styléa 
Presidents Richard Rinon. Gir 


OR IF HE IF HE KNEW, He's ANO IF HE DIDN'T KNOW HE WAS So 
DIDNT KNow? Nor TELLING THE | | SLEGPING oN THE Jo ' oR 


II quarreled over the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation budget, 
with the president saying nothing, 
After a shouting match between 
Meese and Miller, the two compro- 
mised their differencea and Vice- 
President Bush cut the tension 
with a joke, according to partici- 
Pants in the meeting. 

A senior official described the 
week as “a lot of outreach” intend- 
ed to demonstrate that the admin- 
istration has not been crippled by 
the revelations of the secret arms 
sales to Iran as | of an effort to 
free American hostages in Leba- 
non and the disclosure that pro- 
ceeds from this transaction were 
diverted to aid the Nicaraguan 
contras,. In keeping with this strat- 
egy of ا‎ change the subject, 
Reagan on Friday presented a list 
of domestic policy proposals and 
declared: “We cannot, and we will 
nat, let this stop us from getting on 
with the business of governing.” 

In the White House and on 
Capitol Hill, it is widely recog- 
nized that getting on with the 
business of governing İs easier said 
than done. Some of the frienda, 
aides and Republican merbera of 
Congress who have talked with the 
president are worried that Reagan 
underestimates the extent of dam- 


overwhelming public hostility to 
the U.S. providing arms to Iran for 
any reason. 

AÃ senior aide said Reagan ig 
“frustrated that he doesn’t seem to 
be believed”, Another official said 
that Reagan seems “oppressed” by 
the „unfolding scandal and a bit 
bewildered by the intense public 
attention that is being paid to it. 
One adviser said the president 
“doesn't understand why he isn't 
being praised” for urging aides to 
tell what they know about the 
circumstances that brought on tho 
scandal. 

During eight years as gOvornor 
of California, four campaigns for 
the presidency and six yeara aa 
president, Reagan prided himgelf 
on his ا‎ his manage- 
ment skills. ES than three 
muntha ago he was described as 
especially pleased by a kindly 
cover story in Fortune magazine 
entitled, “What Managers Can 
Learn From Manager Reagan.” 
The cover displaya a confident 
Reagan and his prescription for 
good management: “Surround 

find, delegat ا‎ dnd 
can find, legate authority anı 
don’t intarferê. 2 

Whatever the ultimate judg- 
ments of investigators on the 
reasons and responsibility for the 
scandal, Reagan's predicament 
would seem to mock his manageri- 
al precepts. While some .of 
Reagan's defenders have suggested 


that his proclivity for dise . 


ment undergirdg the claim that 


didn't know about the diversion, of “8 


ald. Ford and’ Reagan’ thinks that 
Reagan's practices. of establshing 
broad guidalinaa fnr nthara tn carr 


age. to. .hin .credibility -and. the . 


. yourself with the best 


ıpplos, apples, without radia- 1 
.tlon, 


an attempt by several longtirme 
Reagan supporters to oust ite 
House chief of staff Donald Regan, 
the president's watchword was 
“business as usual”, according to 
hia spokesmen. 

While Regan remained closeted 
in his office, the president attend- 
ed a round or parties for celebri- 
ties, members of Co esa, the 
news media and his military and 


By Lou Cannon 


Secret Service staff. In these 
gatherings Reagan displayed hig 
famous smile, made small talk and 
avoided any mention of the crisis 
that has removed the luster from 
his once-popular presidency. 

He posed for pictures with repre- 
sentatives of the United Way and 
other volunteer groups, held a 
ceremonial meeting with Zaire's 
President Mobutu, and presided 
over a budget meeting where 
Attorney General Edwin Meese III 
and Office of Management and 
Budget Director James C. Miller 


For Chernobyl Homes 


ability and hia celebrated handa- 
off style of management, Some 
Reagan .confidanta also wonder 
whether the 75-year-old president 
haa either the vitality or the 
understanding to cope with the 
erisia over a protracted period, 

“He lives in another world; gome 
things he chooses to believe and 
gome not to believe," said one 
#ource after a recent conversation 
with Reagan. “He thinks in a day 
or two or a week at most it's all 
going to be behind him,” 

This source thinks that Nancy 
Reagan has a far more realistic 
view of the long-term potential 
damage of the scandal, And presi- 
dential pollater Richard B. 
Wirthlin recently told the presi- 
dent that the crisis would continue 
for four to six montha “at best”, 
according to a senior White House 
official. 

But in a week of damaging new 
diaclosures by Shultz and Central 
Intelligence Agency Director Wil- 
liam Casey, an effort by White 
House communications director 
Patrick Buchanan to blame the 
crisis on administration critics and 
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Aides Wonder If Reagan Can C 


WASHINGTON — When Secre- 
e f of State George Shultz testi. 
fled before the .House Foreign 
Affairs Committee last week, the 
television audience ‘only briefly 
included President Reagan. “The 
President, while he wag dressing, 
watched a few minutes of Shultz 
and then came to a ataff meeting,” 
a White House official said. “He 
didn't go back to the tube.” 

As aides have degeribed it, 
Reagan has distanced himself al- 
most to the point of disinterest 
from the most threatening crisis of 
his presidency. He reinforced thig 
impression in midweek when he 
quipped to reportera that his tele- 
vision viewing of the hearings was 
limited to times “when I can’t find 
a ball game", 

But some of those who have 
talked to Reagan about his prob- 
lems see a darker aide to the 
Portrait of the confldent, optimistic 
president that White House offi- 
ciala are attempting to put on 
display for outslders. They say the 
crisis and Reagan's response ta it 
have raised fundamental questions 
about the president's leadership 


Evacuees Long 


hue an ni: BY Gexy. DEE J... 


a 
This month Ukrainian officiala 


decided to use water supplies from 
the Dnieper River for the first time 
since the accident occurred, 
Nikolai Lavrykin, deputy director 
of the Kiev executive committee, 
#aid in anı interview, 

Early fears that the Dnieper, the 
main source of water in the 
Ukraine, could be contaminated 
led officials to restrict water use to 
suppliea fram artesian wells or the 
Dispa River, Lavrykin said. But he 
sald the recent move did not 
preclude the possibility that the 
Dnieper water supplies would be 
barred from public consumption 
sometime in the future. 

Radiation levels in Kiev are atill 
reading <04 milliraentgens per 
hour in some parta of the city, or 
twice the background level before 
the accident, Romanenko said. The 
city's background radiation would 
not return to its former level until 
next May. 

At eight entrance points in Kiev, 
the Ukrainian capital of 2.5 mil- 
lion people, workers use a 
dosimeter to measure radiation on 
vehicles. Cars and trucks with 


. more than .02 miltiroentgens per 


hour are turned back for washing, 
Layrykin said. One of the two 
roads to Chernobyl from Kiev is 
restricted to residents of the area, 
or service vehicles travolling to or 
from the Chernobyl area, a local 
official said, 


In Klev's central market, 
juce ig run through a dosimeter 
or a final check before it is offered 
for sals. But fears persiat that 
some radioactive fooda will creep 
through. The city has lifted its ban 
ainst black currants, and Health 
inister Romanenko said .hs has 
taken to eating them just to prove 
that they are safe, . . 


0 a. vendor .at the 
cen market, , prompting ques- 
tions from shoppers about Shether 
she could prove her claim. 


For Natalia Romanchenko, a 
mother of four, it waa the books 
ahe had to leave in the rush of 
evacuation May 5, nine ا‎ after 
the accident. For Dmitri 

nko, it was something 
more primal. 

"There was a certain smell of the 
garth there,” said the collective 
farm manager of his native 
Zalesie, about a mile from the 
town of Chernoby!. “And there was 
the forest," 

According to Anatol 
Romanenko, the Ukrainian health 
minister, some of the evacueea, 
And workera now employed at the 
Chernobyl facility, have auffered 
psychological shock from the acci- 
dent, resulting in diaturbed 
dreama, “feelings of fear” and 
nervous tension. For older 
evacuees, Romanenko said in an 
interview, it has meant an impa- 
tient wait to return. “If [ am 
invited back," said a middle-aged 
construction engineer from the 
town of Chernobyl, “I would gladly 
return.” 

Although 209 of the workers 
who went to the plant immediately 
after the explosion and fire remain 


` hospitalized,.none of the evacuees 


suffers from radiation illnesses, 
Romanenko said. In a fat diamigs- 
al of rumors that lingering radia- 
tion has caused illneses among 
some evacuees, Lydmila 
Zdanevich, evacuated from 
Pripyat, near the reactor, said she 
her friends all “feel fine”, 

And yet, Zdanevich aaid he goes 
for a blood test every 1Û days or so, 
three times more often ‘than the 
Ukrainian Health Ministry recom- 
menda, “Same women ara ve 
emotional,” Romanenko'explained, 
“and’ want more frequent 
checkups, to be reassured.” 

But aven in zome areas of Kiev, 


80 miles from the sita of the ..:.“ 


accident, residents drop in for 
blood testa, too, according to a Kiev 
medical official. “The psychological 
trauma is not yet past.” 


ZDVYZHEVKA, U.S.S.R. — 
Dislodged from her lifelong home 
by April's nuclear accident at 
Chernobyl, Anastasia Remizenko, 
73, stood in the yard of her new 
house here, pining for an elusive 
warmth. Evacuated to this newly 
built settlement 45 miles from the 
damaged Chernobyl reactor, she 
haa been pampered by the Soviet 
government with special relief 
measures: a well-heated brick 
house, food shipmenta safeguarded 
against radiation and regular 
medical checkups. 

“But 1 2 r Remizenko said, 

u r scarf to guard against 

a Dial wid “1 mise the old wood 

stove where 1 used to curl up at 

night. These houses don’t have 
them," she added, waving to the 
brick dwelling where she lives 
with her gon’s family. “They are 
warn, but it's not the same thing." 

Remizenko and other evacuees 
from the Chernobyl! area are ad- 
justing to life in thia small town of 
several hundred freahly completed 
brick houses just over an hour'a 
drive from the damaged nuclear 
facility. Their struggle illustrates 
the lingering consequences af the 

nuclear accident, . ... . 

With access into the 18-mile 
evacuated area around the 
danaged plant still tightly re- 
stricted, and radiation levelg in the 
bearby city of Kiev registering 
twice the normal background lev- 
el, efforts to decontaminate the 
area, including reatrictiona on food 
and raffle into the city, are 
evident everywhere. . 

But for the 135,000 residents 

evacuated after the April 26 acei- 
dent, coping with the consequences 
of the accident is as much a mattor 
of emotional adjustment as dealing 
withthe threat of radiation. 

Like Remizenko, many of the 
evacuees, faced with the possibility 
that radiation damage has de- 
prived them of their rd far- 

on 
some small thing they left behind. 


. over, have fixated longing! 
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clean. We were feeling pretty 
leased with ourselves, Then we 
eard the church clock start to 
strike midnight, and an idea sud- 
denly occurred to me. 

“Here, young Morris," j aaid. 
“Here's your chance to sec whether 
there'a owt in the old tale.” 

“What's that?” he aska. 

“Well, they do say that at 
midnight on Christmas Eve the 
cattle, horses and sheep all kneel 
down to pay their reapecta to the 
newborn Christ-child. Now we 
ahall see.” 

“So while the clock chimed we 
looked araund the barn. Old Blos- 
som waan"t in the mood to do much 
kneeling, but the other animals 
didn't show any signs of it, cither. 
The ather cows tied up in their 
stalls were mostly lying down, 
chewing their eud. The horses 
atood pstient, sound aglecep with 
their eyes open. One or two of the 
pigs grunted contentedly. Only one 
animal showed any sign of inter- 
cat, and that was the cat. She 
poked hor head over tho aide of the 
manger, where ahe had her nest, 
got up, strelched herself, lookerl 
curiously around nnd then went 
back to sleep again. 

“T! don't reckon she 
kneeling,” grinned Morris. 

“But Î didn't answer him direct, 
because a thought struck me. In all 
these Christmas playa we've acen 
and all the Christmas stories we've 
heard. we've never henrd mentiun 
of a cnt. And there musl hnve been 
one. Whoever heard of n stahlr 
without u ent in the manger" 

So TÛ puss on the thought tn idl 
pruducera of Nativily Plnya. An 
authentic though neglected char- 
ucter for them lo bring iı. Thu cut 
in the stable at Bethleheır. 


wann 


King George, Elizabeth and Winston Churchill inspect bomb datmage at Buckingham Palace in 1940, “Now I oan 
0 i look tha East End in the face ,. ." 


uncomplicated faith of many 
women of her generation, got her 


through. 
With her husband and King 
George V, she is one of the great 
era of the 20th century 
monarchy, successfully establish- 
ing Bagehot's notion “that it ja 
natural to have a virtuous sover- 
ivate keepsake, from 
deeper reading than tho hagiogra- 
hara suggest, is a phrase of 
Illiam Blake's: “Labour well the 
Minute Particulars, attend to the 
little ones/land those who are in 


band's grandmother and wonder, 
How can any girl face the prospact 
of 5O years of that? 2 
Tho answer ia, with difficulty. 
But if you survive it with your 
heart and your marbles intact, and 
with Hittle except a yen for gin- 
and-tanic, you become a legend. 
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it 


of the loose atalls in the stable, to 
make her comfortable and give her 
plenty of apace. We hanged the 
lantern on a hook, fetched a bucket 
of water for when ahe needed it, 
and sottled down to watch till we 
wero neoded. Twas long enough it 
aeemed, but bimeby wo got to work 

. . And hard work it was, too. I 
mind we were stripped off, with 
our shirt sleeves rolled up, and 
awcating away, we wero, although 
twas auch a frosty night. There 
wna a good deal of heaving and 
pulling, and a lot of monning [rom 
old Blossom, but presently il was 
all over. Wo had a nice bull cnlf 
. . . A big un, loo. 

“We littered up the stall with 
fresh atrnw, gave the old cow a 
drink nnd wniched her lick the calf 


maul 


eign". Her 


misery cannot remain so, long.” 


Her early impact was colossal as ' 
the first princess this century tû 
smile in public. Her real auccésgor 
is the Princess of Wales. Watching 
Diana last month flinching at the 


relentless hours of exposure 
cameras during her Gulf tour, 


was natural to think of her hua 


seriously suggested she ever did. 


“1 wont back over home, had a 
drink of Mother's hot punch and 
fetched young Morris out to give 
me a hand. He waa living with us 
then, not being yot married. 

“T'was after eleven o'clock when 
we went across the yard to the 
barn. The anow wasn't nıuch 
thicker then than a covering of 
jime on a ploughed field. The 
blizzard snow had melted a day or 
two earlier and this was a new lot, 
but 1 could tell there waan't any 
more to come for a time. It waa too 
clear and frosty for that. The snow 
and the frozen muck crunched 
underfoot, and there was a bright, 
intenae moon to make it all 
aparklo. So bright we hardly need- 
ed the lantern. 

“I'd turned ald Blossom into one 


و 


In 1922 the Duke of York sent 
his parenta the most pathetic 
telegram ever wired by û ro, el 
prince: “It'a all rightl Bertie.” 
meant that Elizabeth had accepted 
him, stammer, depressions, and 
apparently hopeless diffdence and 
a after several rejections. She 
was, like everyone who has mar- 
ried into the mily aince, “afraid 
never, never again to be free to 
think, speak and act as I really 
ought to". 

en the abdication brought 
what she called the “intolerable 
honour of being queen,” she told the 
children, “We must make the best 
of it". And, although she muat 
have a negative slde which will 
emerge , in posthumous biogra- 
phies, no ûna In 69 years haa 
` less than that, Strength of charac- 
ter, and the, resalutely 
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Cat in the manger 


By Ralph Whitlock 


Christn‘as sale, Turkeys to pluck 
and draw and truss. We used to 
have about fifty of 'em, and Moth- 
er, ahe and the womenfolk would 
draw aud truss 'em all. 

“And geese. I used to hate 
pluckin' them. The fatter they 
were the easier it was to tear their 
flesh, and them there little feath- 
ers were fixed on wi' wire. And 
holly. I used to send a couple of 
cart-loada, tied down tight, to 
town. There were some good holly 
bushes then, all along that big 
hedge what was grubbed up a few 
years back. Waste, that's what it 
was. Waste and lack of fore- 
thought. You could sell that holly 
r 2 good price now, I ‘low, if you 

.” . 


I had to agree. 

“Twas an anxious time, too, with 
all that stuff on hand in the weeks 
afore Christmas. All that was 
needed was a blizzard to block the 
roads, and we were up to our neck 
in the midden. I mind one year we 
had to take all that poultry to 
market in hampers slung pannier- 
like over the hosses' backs. All 
across the fielda, where the wind 
had swept the snow into the lanes 
and hedges. What a jaunt! 

“Aye, that was the year when, 
last thing at night on Christmas 
Eve, I went across to the buildings, 
same as usual, to see that every- 
thing was bedded down comfort- 
able for the night, and there was 
old Blosaom, started to calve. [ 
waited for a bit, to make sure she 
was doing all right, and it wasn't 
long afore I could see she wasn't. 


WHEN, armed with secateurs, I 
strode down the orchard to collect 
the Christmaa mistletoe, [1 was 
well aware that my long-deceased 
great-grandfather had planted it 
on the old apple tree on which it 
atill fiourishes, and a0 I1 was not 


. really surprised to find him sitting 


on a sawing-horse where his cider 
press used to stand. 

“Keeping up the tradition, I 
gee," he remarked, then added, 
“You ought to get some mistletoe 
started for your great-grandson to 
harvest.” 

“It’s a thought,” I agreed. 

“Yea, and one you'll have forgot- 
ten about when the proper time 
comes, March.” 

“I1 know.” 

“No good trying to get mistletoe 
berries to get at Christmas-time,” 
he went on, determined to impart 
this bit of remembered lore, 
whether it was superfluous or not. 
“March is the time. The berries are 
ripe then. I just rubbed some into 
the rough bark in that fork there, 
one March, and there the plant 
atill is." 

I gathered my quota of mistletoe 
shafts and then sat for a while, in 
silent communion with the old boy. 

“Vicar would never have mistle- 
toe in church,” he stated, alter a 
bit. “Thought it was heathenish. 
Still, I never grew it for him. I 
grew it to sell.” 

“What a turmoil it used to be, 
getting ready for Christmaa," he 
remembered, looking right 

through me at some scene long 
past. “Fatatock to groom up for the 


Always the right script — 
Jor fifty years 


precisely remember words she 
gpoke 40 years ago; and everyone 
to whom she said them is long 
dead. 

With her, still ploughing exul- 
tantly through 120 اا‎ engage- 
ments a year at the age of Š6, 
affectionate hagiography reigns 
supreme. Some of the unusually 
bountiful quotes attributed to her 
read as if acripted by her actorish 
friends, Ivor Novello and Noel 
Coward, or by Laurence Olivier in 
his younger Agincourt mode. For 
historians and a few of the rest of 
us, obstinately anxious to distin- 
guish between real person, valid 
legend and candy-floss, that is 


"fh Hi lrness, ahe always has been 


DID she truly — one night nt 
Clarence House when the footrnen 
were late bringing her nightcap — 
phone to say, “I don’t know what 
you two old queens are doing down 
there, but this old Queen is dying of 
thirst”? 1 

Did she genuinely say, in 1940 
when the firat of seven bombing 
raida damaged Buckingham Pal- 
ace, “I'm glad. Now at last I can 
look the East End in the face”? 
And did the policeman she was 
talking to really remark, of the 
German pilot’a low-level approach 
up the Mall, “A magnificent piece 
oF bombing, maa: if you'll par- 
don my 8 a0" 

Did i Bipabeth the Queen 
Mather, who last week celebrated 


John Ezard on how the Queen Mother 
has survived with style 


not only wittier than her bland 
manner would auggest but the 
cause of wit in others. And, what- 
ever she said, the point — which is 
alao part of the basis for the depth 
of feeling behind the hagiography 
— wag that she and King Geor, 
VI did stay. in London with the 
girla, exhausting themselves in 
travels totalling tena of thousands 
of miles to bombed towns. A 
Canadian woman sent her a poem, 
“Be it gaid to your renown/That 
you wore your gayest gown and 
stayed in town/When London 
Bridge was falling down". 

She was Queen for leas than 16 
years until her husband's death in 
19652 — a role which, like the 
acclaim she has enjoyed ever since, 
was unthinkable when she was 
born as Elizabeth Bowea-Lyon into 
a minor Scots aristocratic family 
with its seat at Macbeth'’s castle, 
Glamia.. 

Her father; disgusted by the 

hilandering and drinking of the 
Prince of Wales, declared, “1 there 
is one thing I have determined for 
my children, it is that they shall 
never have any sqrt of post about 
the Court.". . e 


the 50th anniversary of her acces- 
sion to the throne, actually reply 
when it was urged that her daugh- 
ter should join the flight of other 
rich children to Canada, “They 
will nat leave me. I will not leave 
the King — and the King will 


never leave”? 


That, at least, is the tabloid 
press version of this vow. A more 
which the 
Guardian will use in her eventual 
obituary, goes, “The children will 
not leave unless I do. 1 shall not 
leave unleas thelr father does; and 
the King will not leave the country 


scholarly version, 


in any circumstances.” 


The answer to all these queries 
is that “There is just no way of 
telling any more,” according to the 
Queen Mother's press spokesman, 
Major John Griffin. She couldn't 
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officials whose full-time occupation ji 

observe and harass them. They ae olin 
ly attacked in the preas, ostracized in the 
streets; only in the company of their closest 
e most 1 ى‎ whom they gee 
infrequently, can y relax and 
selves — and too often ا‎ e 
anecdote after anecdote reveals, that a 
friend is not, after all, a friend, ‘Their life ig 
a چ‎ 2 e two people have 
mana, 0 hold onto their self-respect 

humor ia something of a miracle, n 

Bonner devotes relatively liétle of her 
chronicle to her satay in the United States, 
but these few pages are heartbreaking. This 
was “My American vacation,” a six-month 
respite from repression during which 
Bonner experienced, for the only time in her 
life, the joys of freedom. Though American 
readers will do well to resist Smugnesa as 
they read about Bonner’s visit here, there 
can be no question that in the United Stataa 
she found true happiness. “1 maintain that 
AÃmericans do not want war,” she writea. 
“What Americans want is a house," 
in what Perhaps e books most poigmani 
Paragraph, she writes during a brief : 
Florida: ر‎ E 

“T also want a house. As I write, I am 
leaving an island. My time here haa been a 
ighlight of my entire life. 1 had never been 
in a climate like this, near palm trees — 
coconuts really do fall — my bare feet had 
E felt ml و‎ this; the warm and 
quiet sea splasi just twenty si a 
from me. I would call it = bU 
paradise is not simply a question of climate, 
or sand, or gea, or ever apples . . . Paradise 
is being with people you love and treaaure 
and not worrying about them. I wish Andrei 
were here. I wiah my mother could sit in 
rocker in the shade near those sweet, sleep- 
inducing oleanders, and I wish I could pick 
up the phone once a week and hear the calm 
voices of my children, Paradige, it turna out, 
is 8o simple and, it turns out, unattainable 
for me,” 

That is becnugo she went back, to 
Sakharov and to Gorky: “It takes incredible 
will-power to force yourself to learn once 
again how to breathe without air, swim 
without water, walk without ground,” but 
ghe has done it. She has returned out of 
dove, firat, but, although she does not say û, 
surely out of moral ty as well; her life's 
work is there, not here, and her commit 
ment to it ia every ounce ag strong a8 her 
husband's, so in truth she had no choice 
except to go back into the sanitized gu 
that is Gorky. She is there now, wil 
Sakharov, alone together, strong in the 
knowledge that “beyond the border which 
separates us from the world and from all of 
you, dear family and friends, we are still 
free to be ourselves,” 


By Paul West 


evoke “that aLlmosphere of Lhe bear hunt". 
In his frequent vein of manual voluptuous 
neas, he insists that “the carpenter 
plane his board aa if it were essential to the 
earth's rotation”. He deplores a „generation 
with no spiritual values beyond “the bistro, 
mathematica, and the Bugatti" and yearn 
for the monastery of Solesmes. He consi 
weeping against a tree and writes in & 
petulant rage. 

He seems almost to be cracking up in sê 
least a tenth of his letters, but he always 
bucka up again, assigning himself a com 
plex puzzle in math or changing his 
about high altitude — he likes it because 
it's uncluttered, he dislikes it because iS 
empty. Thinking of Vichy France, be 
decides that “an organism creates ita on 
anal passage.” ا‎ 

. Sometimes in these writings he can bê 
bit of a bore, windily going on about De 
Gaulle (who always thwarted him) or the 
American view of the French view 
America, or the French view of the Amer 
can view of Franca, all of it dusty stuff not 
worth culling from wherever it rnoldered. 
don’t have the French to hand (some of it 
would be hard to find, even), but Norah 
Purcell's generally readable version aome- 
times gets out of tune: “How much hes 
train must bel,’ which is not English 
or, especially in such a polemic as “ 
Letter to. Frenchmen Everywhere,” 
“This blackmail . ought to be 
Under political and social . 
Ex. could get banal, but, when you are 
with a truck in front 
0 whom would you rather have 

hand seat? , 


س 


el 


` over the runw 


. Paul Wests most recent novel is “Rat 
.Paris”. : His memoir, “Words for a 
`. Daughter,” has just been reissued, 


ment by KGB operativea, police and other 
emisgeariea of the Kremlin; forged postcards 
and telegrams ta Bonner’s family in Maasa- 
chusetts; and the production of falsified 
fllma, for the edification of the West, in 
which Sakharov and Bonner are depicted as 
ling idyllic lives. Of these films Bonner 
writes: 

“It is horrible to live under the all-aeeing 
eye of the teleacreen (as in Nineteen Eighty- 
Fouri. These films come out of Orwell's 
Ministry of Truth. Each of them is designed 
to show and prove to the viewer something 
concrete, whatever it ia that the govern- 
ment needs at a given moment, First 
Sakharov is well, then he's sick, then he's 
not on a hunger strike, then he's resting, 
then he’s freely receiving treatment, then he 
is driving around somewhere, then his wife 
is free to go abroad, and go orı. The truth of 
individual scenes is made to support the lie 
required at that moment. The films do not 
differ from the announcements of TASS and 


At BG ب‎ 

The account that Bonner gives of life in 
these conditions is almost incomprehensible 
to the reader accustomed to the ordinary 
freedoma of Weatern life, The only liberties 
that she and Sakharov enjoy are those of 
thought and intimate apeech; otherwise 
their every activity is monitored and 
controlled by the bureaucrats and petty 


noting that “where you breathe ice" breath 
turna into thin needles ingide the oxygen 
maak; inventing and patenting an altimeter 
device; stealing a four-engine Farman at 
Bordeaux and flying 40 young pilots to 
continue the war in North Africa. 

Tilneas doga him. An old injury to a bone 
near the optical nerve makes his eye flare 
up. Wood splinters from a 1923 crash have 
fen him septicemia, Inexplicable fevera 

set him. He goes off to America, where he 
fumes, and then he returns to Europe 
aboard a troop ship, talking incessantly to a 
Jungian paychiatrist. He takes a drink with 
a couple of bargemen. He eats fried fish and 
creamed chicken. Within the apace of one 
year, he changes base 12 times (Morocco, 
Tunis, Algiers, Casablanca, Naples, 
Alghero, and so on). On August 1, 1943, he 
has engine trouble, overahoota the fleld, and 
slightly scrapes a wing. He slips on some 
stairs and breaks his back, Recovered, and 
flying over Annécy, he has mechanicel 
i ok he precise moment he turns 44, 
pursued by German fighters. Only the dı 
after telling this toa fiend in a letter, 4 
goes up again, for “MAPPING EAST OF 
ON and a ıot come back, “Saint- 

x. dies on July 31, 1944, 11 daya after 
Stauffenberg'a tile bomb goes off in 
Hitler's East Prussian HQ. 

are other Saint-Exupérys, however, 
One a awift shaper of indelible images, lega 
ponderous than the philogophizer of 
Citadelle, lesa hokey than the author of The 
Little Prince, He notes “the pathetic nature 
of the plane,” how vulnerable it is: some- 
thing between contraption and greyhound. 
A man can explode at 35,000 feet but never 
enter into another person”. He loves wood 
fires and icy beda. Disliking . too many 
creature comforts, he prefers his lodgings to 


Life I n Gor ky By Jonathan Yardley 


THE DEFENDANT 
STANDS ACCUSED 
OF STANDING BY HER 
HUSGAND FoR Berfe 
OR WORSE, IN SICKNESS 
AND IN HEALTH 1. 


the West and will be published by Knopf at 
an unspecifled future date. It is not, as she 
warns at the outset, a sunny tale. 

“TI have very little time, and I do not have 
much strength. Î do not want to remember, I 
want to forget, because the life we live (in 
Gorky) is so different from the normal life in 
general and life here (in the United States). 
The story is not a happy one, and it is hard 
to make it entertaining. These are not 
memoirs ~—~ everything is too near and too 
painful for that to be the cage. A diary 
would be good here, but in our life it ia 
ا‎ to write a diary; it is bound to 
end up in the wrong hands, More than 
anything else, this is a chonicle, Since 1 do 
not have the time to turn it into what could 
be called a book, let those who want to read 
it treat it accordingly.” 

The story is about how two people have 
attempted, with remarkable auccess, to 
maintain their dignity, santty and strength 
against a state-orchestrated campaign of 
pivie el. and._naycholngical jntimidation. 
This has included the involuntary hospital- 
ization of Sakharov, following his hunger 
strikes, during which he hag been subjected 
to the degradation of force-feeding; the trial 
and conviction of Bonner on manufactured 
charges of anti-Soviet activity; a slanderous 
attempt to impugn Bonner's reputation and, 
by association, Sakharov'’s; dally harags- 


An Airman Foresees His Death 


that neat. I didn't know what I should find 
in the rounded mold of my chest. And since 
those idîoka took their time before switching 
on the floodlights again, I thought: There it 
is . . , T've killed them all.” Although he 
claima that what's done is done, he keeps on 
going back to the same incident, for a day ar 
kwo at least, even while driving hia car. He 
curses “the inertia of the material world,” 
but only four days later moves with his 
group to a new airfield. 

He etill has not flown a single military 
mission. His fellow-officers think he is too 
old at 39. The author of Night Flight and 
Wind, Sand and Stars, he haa already won a 
couple of France's most prestigious iterary 
prizes and, despite his inexperience at 
aerial warfare, ranks as one of the world’s 
master-pilots: a genius at survival in desert 
and over ocean; a brooding, metaphysically- 
minded monk mangtie, as apolitical aa he is 
hypersensitive, a8 patriotic as he is compas- 
sionate, He hates the 20th century, not so 
much for ita ingenuitiea as for ita material- 
ism, its conveyor-belts, ita lack of pride in 
its agrarian, Testor! heritage. In fact he is 
something of a Luddite, this would-be 
combatant who complains that his fellow- 
fliers ی‎ him because they think 
hia white beard will tangled among the 
controls of his Lockheed Lightning t0- 
reconnaissance ship. He is, all through his 
letters, touchy, acerbic, lyrical, lonely, a 
poct of the stratosphere who, long before the 
notion becomea fashionable, realizes that we 
all live on the same small planet with 
nowhere else to go. 

Ifyou want him in action, as on January 
12, 1940, here he is, looking back on a pre- 
war crash landing in Libya; refusing to fly 
bombers; forgetting to awitch on his electri. 

cally heated flying boots at 35,000 feet; 


and... 
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ALONE TOGETHER by Elena Bonner. 
Translated by Alexander Cook. Knopf. 
270pp. $17.98, 0 
٣ ٩ د‎ 
IT IS well known that Elena Bonner came 
to the United States from the Soviet Union 
in December of 1985 to have open heart 
surgery and to visit her mother, children 
and grandchildren, who live in Maasachu- 
FS setts; she had been granted a three-month 
3 visa — it later wag extended an additional 
three months — after yeara of pleading with 
the mysterious mandarina of the Kremlin, 
اا‎ that included two hunger strikes by 
er husband, Andrei Sakharov, the diatin- 
8 ıt ished aicist and winner of the Nobel 
2 eace Prize, What has not been known until 
now is that while she was in thia country, 
Bonner somehow found time, amid surgery 
e and family obligationge and various public 
2 appearances, to write a memoir of her gix 
ysara with Sakharov in “internal exile” at 
Qlorky; now, only five months after her 
departura from the United States, that 
memoir İs at hand. 
: It is necessary to say that Alone Together 
i& not a work of art. Bonner wrote it in 
haste, not to mention distracting circum- 
: stances, and had no time to review or edit 
her manuzeript; this was done by her son- 
in-law, Efrem Yankelevich, Not aurprising- 
ly, the organization of the memoir leaves a 
pd deal to be desired: much space ia 
: voted to setting the record straight about 
Fi; various controversies with the Moscow 
government, relatively little to the pergonal 
| ٤ details about which readers are understand. 
ably curious. Bonner is not a profesaional 
writer and her prose, though it often aches 
e with emotion, rarely rises above the pedes- 
4 trian. Viewed in purely Hiterary or even 
| journalistic terms, Alone Together is the 
i work of an amateur, 
1 But that is’ acarcely the point. What 
1 


matters is that Alone Together apeaks to us 

1 directly from the source, from that tiny 

2 apartment in Gorky where Bonner and 

2 Sakharov have become international SyM- 

bols of the atruggle for human righta. It is a 

powerful, moving book precisely because of 

ta artleaaness, because it comes to us 

unadorned with anything except its author's 

urgent need to tell the truth as she seas it — 

to strip away not merely the lies and 

slanders of the Soviet government, but alo 

. the sentimentalty with which. ahe. 

Sakharov have been smothered by their‏ . ا 

admirers in the West. 

Although Bonner rangea over a broad 

! poriod of time in these recollections, she 

٤ concentrates on the three years, beginning 

in 1983, not covered in Sakharov's own 

۳ 4 mermaoira, which — it was recently an- 

| nounced — have somehow been smuggled to 
1 


ا ت 
WARTIME WRITINGS 1939-1944. By‏ ی 
Antoine De Saint-Exupéry. Translated‏ 4 
from the French by Norah Purcell. Har-‏ 2 
court Brace Jovanovich. 201pp. $12.96.‏ 0 


ONLY a few feet above the runway, ha Reea 
the ground lights vanish and knows there ia 
something big right in front of him. Captain 
Saint-Exupéry pushea forward on the atick. 
The plane nosedives, its wheelg hitting 
a tien bounds ace ا‎ air over a 
uck that in carrying, o ings, a spare 
floodlight, Tonight, though, the foods are 
out while the pilots of Group 2/833 practice 
night landings. The only lights are faint, 
there to reveal the landing axis. Saint. 
Exupéry has saved his life, hia co-pilot's and 
the truckdriver'a by doi something he 
learned when flying air mall before the war. 
Jt is January 12, 1940. There are no stars. 
A letter to an unidentified eyewitness 
follows, in which Saint-Exupéry chides 
himself for acting foolishly but explaing, “T 
waa very tense,” and muses on tho pastness 
of things past before to hia 
near-miss on landing, “Injustice,” he writen, 
“ia the irretrievable.” It is the "gouging out 
of the eyes". It is alsa “the sight of the black 
truck thirty feet from mo as Î sped toward it 
at 110 miles an hour, And I ‘should have’ 
pulled the stick back in order to clear it. , . 
Î had not a hundredth of a second to think it 
over, The surest reflex had come into play 
. . . For you, the plane was visible, since it 
was vaguely fit up. But for me, dazzled by 
the lights, all the rest was darkneaa, When TI 
chose to hit the ground in order to bounce 
over it, I had the impression of burrowing 
کے‎ into the earth up to my midriff before 
1 leaping over. I left a dip in the ground 
behind mea, like a nest molded in my shape, 
1 But [I didn’t know what I had hatched in 
*1088 The Washington Pont Co. All rfghis raserved. 


jetting bac! 
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Tho fembrandt 
of a young girl 


Rembrandt fetches £7.2m 


By Donald Wintersgill 


{¥821,000, more exponsive in real 
terms thun the porlrail sold last 
week, though of much better qunl- 
MY. 

Last week's buyer was desrribud 
only as û privute culleclur, The 
underbidder wus Mr Richard 
Feigen, a New York dculer. Sue 
cuAmual hil tue Co E Must oat 
Malibu, California, was Lhe win- 
ner; othera that the winner was Mr 
Ronald Lauder, heir to the Estee 
Lauder cosmetics fortune. 


The American-owned Rem- 
brandt waa consigned io sel] before 
new US tax laws go into effect on 
January 1. 


A REMBRAND!' was sold ut 
Sutheby's lust werk for £7,200,000. 
A study of a young woman, head 
and shouldera, wearing a uuld- 
1rimmed cloak, il is the finesl 
painting by Rembrandt to come up 
at auction for more than Lê years. 
Sotheby's had been forecasting A 
prive of arnundl £2 millian. 

The auclneurs Cahiuud u ruturd 
price. But Rembrandt's work var- 
ied a great deal and the previous 
prices are out of date, A portrait of 
his son, Titus, not in good condi« 
tion, made £798,000 at Christie's 
in 1965. His Aristotle Contemplat- 
ing the Bust of Homer sold in New 
York in 1961 for $2.3 million 


Education Development Scheme 
Study Awards 


A number of Study Awards are to be offered by the 
Overseas Development Administration 1o enable candidates 
to enhance their qualifications by shıdy or research and to 
widen their expertise to fit ttem for further employment within 
the Overseas Aid Programme or vrithin related activities. 

Applicants should be British Citizens below the aga 
of 4 wilh a minimum of 5 years overseas experience in 
an aspect of education and should hold a degree and a 
professional teaching qualilcalon. In certain circumstances 
these conditions may be waived for applicants who have been 
serving under the British Volunteer Programê, provided 
they have at Jeast ã year teaching experi 


xperienca 
and hold the minimum academic 
ations. 


in a developing coun! 
anid profesalonal 


Awards customarily range from single term short courses to 


legree courses and cover fees and provide an 


academic year dı 


allowance towards llving costs, books and stationery. The 
amount is determined by the circumstances of the candidate. 


For further details and an application form, please write, 
ref, AH356/BR/GW, to: Overmeas Development 
Administration, Room 358, Abarcrombie House, 
Eaglesham Road, EAST KILBRIDE, Glasgow GTB BEA. 


Closing date for applications is 1 March 1987. 


8 OVERSEAS 
EA DEVE OPMENT 


Britain helping nations to, help themselves 


Catchers in the wry 


Michael Billington welcomes When | Was A Girl 


a social conscience”, Also invited 
along is Fiona's one-time beat 
friend, Vari, now a broody, bound- 
lesaly fertile mother-of-three 
whose presence sparks off memo- 
Ties of the rude sexual experiments 
ا‎ two chums conducted aa chil- 
ren. 


The novelist Joyce Cary once 
aaid that every woman's life is a 
aged. Without going quite that 
far, Ms Macdonald suggests that 
women tend to end up trapped 
whatever they do particularly in 
the God-fearing Scottish climate. 
Morag clearly denied her husband 
much conjugal pleasure (“If he got 
it once in ten years he was lucky") 
and is paying the price in nolitude. 


Fiona, brought up to believe sex 
was a sin, avenged herself on her 
moather, when she threatened to 
abscond Lo the Gulf States with a 
boyfriend, by getting pregnant at 
156; after an enrly abortion, ahe is 
now detorminedly childless. 


Desplle a brief referonce to 
nuclear reactors the play sonie- 
times acems hermetically peraonal. 
What keeps it abundantly alive ia 
Ma Macdonald's wit, frankness, 
and forgiveness. She depicts 
Morag's lower-middle-class 
joylessness ("We never had a sym- 
phony in the homa — there wag no 
need” without brutal condescen- 
sion. She also cnptures what I Luke 
to be the authentic sound of pre- 
pubescent hedroom girl-talk: the 
pnir here are more interested in 
guys than dolla and in wee willies 
rather than ‘Tired ‘Tins. But lur 
real poini ia that ignornnce about 
acx feeds a ruvening curiosily. 


Since the Bush, Simon Stoke's 
production has acquired two star- 
names without damage to its 
essential fabric. Julie Walters as 
Fiona excellently suggeats both 
{the impishnnss«s olf childhond anl 
the ınsecurıty ot the ındependent 
woman ithough that dilemma de- 
serves greater exploration by the 
dramatist. Geraldine James as 
Vari ia not quite the “lumpy” 
figure indicated by the text but is 
very good at conveying the weari- 
mess of being treated as a milk- 
machine. 

And, in their original roles, both 
Sheila Reid as the tight-lipped, 
god-bothering Morag, and John 
Gordon Sinclair as an improbable 
schoolboy stud are accurate and 
true. 


ies and you will eventually kill the 
West End. 

What i like about Ms Macdon- 
ald's play is that it deals with 
female disappointment without in- 
dulging in rancorous, man-hating 
hysteria, I even ahows compassion 
for a benighted older generation. 

Set on the rocky Scottish east 
coast, it shows a mother and 
daughter on fretful holiday, 
Morag, the mum, is a lonely Scola 
Rian pining for a grandchild; 

aughter Fiona is 32, unmarried, 
independent “With no bottom and 


IT is slightly ironic that the 
Whitehall, once the home of Paul 
Raymond nudie romps, is now 
alive to the ound of sexual can- 
dour, Two years after bowing in at 


‘the Bush, Sharman Macdonald's 


When I Was A Girl I Used To 
Scream And Shout is now installed 
in this Art Deco redoubt; and the 
occasion both confirms this 
Glaswegian writer's zippy promise 
and reminds ua that the commer- 
cial theatre depends on the 
subsidised sector for much of its 
energy. Starve subsidised compan- 


Liberal in the lion’s den 


John Vidal at the Lyric 


for minor dissent. 

I is a bitter confrontation be- 
tween two men both committed to 
overthrowing a corrupt system in 
different ways. Each fears and 
loathea the other. Isolation has fed 
rumour, mistrust and treachory; 
two erator of the struggle are 
hopelessly at odds. 

As in Pravda, for example, it is 
the intellectual do-gooder who is 
witheringly chopped down. The 
onslaught of the older revolution- 
ary, Adam Bijers, on the blandness 
of the well-meaning who watch the 
struggle from afar ia devastating. 
"The unmistakeable smell of a 
white liberal just before his cun- 
acience goes off” is one lino taken 
mimost at random.. 

In Adam Bijjers, Robert Kirby 
has crented a memorahle charac- 
ter. Sean Taylor possesses an 
equally memorable voice, and 
plays the tragic, mistrusted veter- 
an of the struggle with greal 
power. Jan Maytham u» the teach- 
er ia on shakier ground, having to 
convince more than just Bijera that 
reason ia the best weapon. 

There is a fine ironv in a Anıuth 
Afrıcan company comıng to BHrıt- 
ain with a play that mocks #0 
many of our stereotyped attitudes 
as well as condemning its own 
divisions. Theatrically it would be 
sad to gee this play taken off in a 
swell of dogma. The tragedy of 
Bijers Sunbird is that both pro- 
tagonists are seeking the same 
ends. In their brief, yet stormy. 
encounter some sort of underatand- 
ing is built up as the two men 
reveal themselves. Theatre, it 
would seem, could teach ua all a 
few lessons. 


SOUTH AFRICAN plays which 
pass through Britain tend to be 
deeply felt, anı young vehicles 
for holding up the Pretoria govern- 
ment to justiûed ridicule and 
hostility. They have an instant 
appeal to the outraged liberal 
conscience but by focussing on the 
struggle of the blacks and the 
coloureds, too often they let their 
white audiences off the hook. 

Of course it is important to 
appreciate the struggle for justice 
but theatrical agit prop ultimately 
gservea few causes because no con- 
frontation of ideas is allowed. It is 
theatre in the missionary position, 
for the converted only, satisfying 
but pretty e Happily 
the Bijora Sunbird is an altogether 
different proposition. 

A two-hander, written and per- 
formed by white South Africans, it 
has incurred the wrath of Anti- 
Apartheid who are picketing all 
performances, and Hammersmith 
Council, who are under preasure to 
withdraw their grant to the 
theatre for breaking the two-way 
cultural boycott. None of the ideo- 
logically chaste protestors outside 
the Lyric would have seen the 
play. 1 suggest they do before they 
disrupt it further because it is a 
amall gem. 

In Johannesburg's police deten- 
tion cell an Afrikaaner terrorist of 
the Sixties and a liberal trade 
unionist teacher come face to face. 
The former, cynical and 
disillusioned, is being hold out of 
gapite for previously committed — 
and paid for — crimes against the 
atate. The latter, young, intellectu- 
al and insufferably smug in his 
“correct" reasoning, ia in custody 


In the steps of a giant 


Vickers, finds Handel's scale work 
tricky to manage for such a heavy 
and operatic voice, especialy at 
orrington's now much faster, 
lighter tempi. But the role is 
excellently drawn. 
Gwynne Howéll as Samson's 
father, Manoah, sounds in very 
emotional form, and Sarah Walk- 
ers Micah — not here a male 
friend, but a Queen Ane a 
a strongly sung, though lesa ai 
وا‎ than she WS: Carol Vaess 
doen all the female roles, which 
would offer a dramatic point with 
Vickers as Samgon. She sounds 
good, and coos ely f ,un- 
rhythmically as Delila, but is just 
too disengaged to light up the ahow 
at the end with Let The Bright 
Seraphim. 1 
The chorus, on the whole re- 
apectable, lacks the required kick 
in the guts that Handel certainly 
counted on. Roger Norrington 
throughout worked kard to injeet 
vitality. The musical boautieê of 
this glorious score, a true Britiah 
masterpioce, well ahowed. Nor- 
rington certainly deserved a 
..chance with gome of those 19th 
century standard works that have 
, beah poorly conducted at the Royal 
Opera of late. ’,, 


OPERA by Tom Sutollffe 


slightly romanticised authenticity 
to the musical interpretation. The 
orchestra played with style and 
beauty, and some of the singing is 
decorous. But, with Robert Tear 
substituting for Vickers and often 
unwisely attempting to mimir 
Vickers'a vocal and physical man- 
nerisma, there is yawning vacuum 
at the centre of the frame. 

Tear niütcésafully followed 
Vickers into ke „rol of, Peter 
Grimes at the Royal Opera, mûn- 
aging to build an individual per- 
formance by spooning pints of 
Peter Pears into the Vickers's 
gallon. 

But he is utterly incapable of 
evoking the heady metaphysical 
vision, which drew Handel, liko 
Milton, to the Samaon story. This 
is merely a provincial oratorio 

rformance that just happend to 
te in odd costumes: and Tear is 
clad like a bald Florestan in place 
of the curly-locked, lon “Tobe bib- 
lical prophet presented by Vickers. 

"The best performance now, echo- 
ing .Vickers's .stature and exþres- 
siveness, is . Donald McIntyre's 
` notable Harajiha — the Philistine 
captaiû who. challenges Samison 
and iniroducas a note of sneerlig 
comiç.. relef.. Melntyre, like 


ELIJAH MOSHINSKY'S Royal 
Opera staging of Handel's Samson 
had to confront two intractable 
problems: firat how to make the 
static cerebral tragedy of this 
oratorio into a palpably dynamic 
experience; and secondly how to 
marry the interpretative solecism 
of Jon Vickers's genius with the 
contemporary fad for so-called au- 
thenticity: 

‘The clever, aobër solution waa to. 
frame Vickers's extraordinary 
metaphysical perfûrmance with 
post modern furnishings, shifting 
neo-classical architectural col- 
umns and arches, black costumea 
of Handel's era, and a subtle 
contrasting of devout [raelitish 
puritanism with the luxurious, 
periwigged Philistines. 

The unrelenting focus was flxed 
on Vickera's epic self-diagust, the 
star being in fact trundlcd about 
the stage on a carmival-style cart 
that nicely suggested both the 
charactereras’ predicament and the 
moral intent of the oratorio form. 


. The music followed Vickers's ma- 


jeatic lead. 
Now, .Covent, Garden have re- 
` vived the work without Vickers, 
and with Roger Norrington bring 
` ing his 'owh brand of inspired, 


THE GUARDIAN, December 21, 1988 


the RIBA means. What I believe in 
is the political architecture of a 
post-industrial age.” 
a و‎ is ae. It is bigger than 
l€ policy of any parliamentary 
party and Hackney knows it — he 
apoke at all four conferences 
this year. He saya bluntly that all 
the political parties are bankrupt 
of ideas and will eventually have 
to come and do a deal with him. 
“Yes, they will. The local authori- 
ties, the Department of the En- 
vironment, the Tories, the 
Sacialists, the Liberals and the 
SDP — thoy will all have to make 
a deal with community architec- 
ture. They already do it. They arê 
doing it now.” 


Hackney frequently uses the 
word revolution. His 1,000 commu 
nity architecl followers are “the 
new hêrocs of a new revolution”. 
His policies ıtre “a revolution of 
stability". His goal is a massive 
service economy fod on equity and 
tourism; anı oasis of investment 
stability like Switzerland. Is he 
never afraid Lhat this dream nıight 
fail? “1 have never failed. If 
anything if it looks as if it is 
turning out badly I change it into 
somothing different. The English 
dialike success, which is all right 
until it gets oul of hand, then you 
have to do soınelhing about it." 

When the old hands at the RIBA 
say that the estabiishment there 
will soon calm him down, they 
e know what they're talking 
about. 


اکا .ا 
Paul Hogan as the Oakèr abroad,‏ . 


epic ` with which mil- . 


THE GUARDIAN, December 21, 1986 
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1 Hackney believes with mesaian- 
ic fervour that self-help groups, 
backed by professional helpers and 
money from building societies, 
pension funda and inaurance com- 
Panies, can re-vitalise all the inner 
cities. “Self-build is real wealth 
creation," he saya, “The people 
themgelvea put their backs into 1 
they get a house that is worth 
money and that in turn attracts 
more money to the area. Derelict 
inner cities are like war zones, and 
land in war has very little value." 
But how does building houses help 
the national economy? “It makes 
equity and equity is what pays 
wages and creates jobs.” But equi- 
ty is just rising house prices, it is 
not real, like industrial produe- 
tion. Surely some day it will all 
collapse? “Only one thing makea 

uity. collaı and that ia the 


„deleg: ۴ a diffeult ta‏ ا 
Hackney. “I designed that building define. In May 1984 his fame led to Collapse of the civil peace into riot‏ 


and disorder.” How do you avoid 
riot and disorder? “More communi- 
ty architecture.” 

Architecture for Hackney is not 
aesthetic design but a form of 
Planning in its grandeat senge — 
the salvation of the national econo- 
my by the defeat of poverty and 
despair. If ia a massive enterprise 
divided up into myriad tiny self- 
help operations in which trained 
architects work alongside ordinary 
people. “When I use the word 
architect I do not mean just the 
design of buildings. 1 mean ‘The 
architect of East/West detente,’ 
‘computer architecture,’ ‘the 
architecture of policy’, It’s not what 


Rod Hackney and Range-Rover outside his Black Road headquarters in Macclesfeld. 


and replacement. Hackney swiftly 
became the spokesman for the 
community in ita dealings with 
Macclesfleld district council and it 
WAS largely due to his efforta that a 
nucleus of 32 houses was designat- 
ed a General Improvement Area 
with the residenta themselves 
taking responsibility for the design 
and the building work — the firat 
time such a thing had ever been 
done. The reaulta, financially at 
least, were spectacular. Two years 
later, for the expenditure of only 
£127,000 all the houses had been 
modernised and mortgaged to ten- 
anta. 

The cost of bulldozing and re- 
building would have been nearer 
£500,000. This was the shot that 
was heard round the world, 

i succeas means for Rod 


a summons to meet Prince Charles 
İn an anteroom at Hampton Court, 
the beginning of a close relation. 
sahip. n October 1985, after a 
dirıner on the royal train, Hackney 
told a newspaper that hia royal 
patron had commissioned him to 
praduce a private report on the 
connection between inner city de- 
cay and rioting in Brixton, 
Handsworth and Broadwater 
Farm. No one except Hackney’s 
aides and the Prince's entourage 
has ever seen the report but there 
is oo doubt a it neds more 
community architecture along the 
lines of Black Road ss an antidote 
to elvil unrest. 
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A stirrer among the 
Establishment 


Martin Pawley meets the new President of the 
Royal institute of British Architects 


in his ecammunity projects. Roan 
Court, off Black Road, is parti 
Raved with masaive, six-inch thicl 
agstones bought and delivered 
from a demalished mill 50 miles 
away. One of Hackney's Hymacs 
makes short work of shifting their 
two ton weight, With 20 regional 
offlces, 50 current jobs and a staff 
of 200, decision making from the 
bottom up — the keynote of 
community architectures — may 
alarm traditionalists but it ig 
certainly not bad for business. 

Hackney was born in Liverpool, 
the oldest of a family of e 
children, all of whom were evacu- 
ated to Wales during the war. His 
father was a chef who became a 
hotelier and now lives in retire- 
ment in Torquay. His two sistera 
both started out in the hotel 
business too, but now one is in PR 
and the other runa a restaurant. 
Rod lived in Wales for 19 years, 
failing his 11-plus but getting into 
mar school at 13. From there 

lG wes advised to study architec- 
ture because he was good at 
drawing and he went to Manches- 
ter University, 

On graduation he landed 4 job 
designing monorail stations for 
Expo '67 in Montreal and apent a 
Foor in Canada. Then he worked in 

ndon for a commercial architect 
named Bernard Engle before he- 
coming a job architect in Tripoli, 
supervising ° the construction of 
concrete houses for Colonel 
Gadafy, His next job was for the 
Danish architect Arne Jacobsen, 
who had been commissioned to 
design the headquarters of the 
National Bank of Kuwait, 
—.slacohgen delegated totally,” 

myself." If so, İt ia the only ları 
building he haa ever laid i 0 
Hackney’s ex-patriate career 
ended in 1972 when he returned to 
England and bought a house for 
£1,000 in the rundown Black Road 
area of Maccleafield becauge it was 
cheap and convenient for Manchen- 
ter. Although he says he learnt a 
lot about negotiation in the Middle 
East, he could hardly have imag- 
ined in what good stead the 
experience was to stand him. 
Black Road was where hia life 
really began. 
aren at that tirne consisted 
largely of privately rented slum 
houses scheduled for demolition 


SOMETHING happened to the 
Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects last week that is the profeg- 
sional equivalent of rape. The 
selection of the president, normal- 
ly a gentlemaı affair that has 
only been contested three times in 
the .last 150 years, suddenly 
turned into a nı mud-alin gi 
conteat with the official candldate 
denouncing his çpponent as a 
charlatan and second-hand car 
dealer and calling for the Prinçe of 
Wales to stop taking his advice. 
All to no avail, for Maccleasfleld 
architect and community entrepre- 
neur Rod Hackney, director of 
more than 50 companies and mas- 
ter of a turnover of £4 million a 
ear, took the title at a run with a 
andy majority of 1,500 votes and 
now looks set to amash the cosy 
equilibrium of Portland Place once 
and for all. “The RIBA is nothing 
sacred,” he says. "Just a £3.4 
million a year business run by a 
secretary, a full-time puppet presi- 
dent and a mass of committees.” 
He not only plans to “turn it into 
something more realistic,” but to 
pend ony two days a week doing 
1 


Haekney can afford to be offhand 
because he has bigger fish to fry, 
like the presidency of the Interna- 
tional Union of Architecta where 
he will again compete with an 
official RIBA candidate {poor him), 
and beyond that the massive de- 
velopment of community-bage in- 
ner city renewal — not juat in 
Britain but all over the world. It is 
the prospect of global reach that 
makes Hackney want the IUA job: 
“That's another Weak 
organisation, just $200,000 a year, 
but it has access to the Third 
Wp k Hack 

erick Hackney — he became 
plain Rod many years ago — ia 45 
years old and the most famous 
architect ever to establish a base 
in Macclesfleld, an old mill town 
south of Manchester. A aober 
dresger with a quick, boyish grin, 
he no longer lives in the town but 
commutes from his cattle farm on 
the moors using a custom- 
converted aix-wheel drive Ra 
Rover that he designed himself, 
This vehicle, almost as big as the 
tiny Black Road house he uses ag 
hia office, ia part of the vast array 
of construction plant and equlp- 
ment that Hackney owna, and usea 


From the Outback to Broadway 


ance of this three-foot tall relation 
of Donald in our surprised uni- 
verëe is a maverick scientist, bent 
on destroying duck, girl and the 
whole damned thing. 
„ this sounds like an unpromis- 
ing mixture of Disney and Return 
0 ‘The Jedi, that's exactly what it 
is. Willard Huyck is the director 
and, aided and abetted by execu- 
tive producer George Lucas, he 
spends the first half of the film 
trying for charm and the second 
on laser-beam pyrotechnica 
and speclal effects. 

‘The result is the sort of thing 
you could take يدم‎ children to at 
Christmas, preferably drugged up 
with ceugh mixture and gin, but 
hardly t 
liona are made. 

It is, truth to tell; tedious in the 
extreme for an adult with normal’ 
intelligence, though there ' are a 
few moments when a good line 
surfaces. “What's a pizza?" Rays: 
Howard to his friend. “Its a 


;ircular ‘Italian food objeèt,”. comes; 
the’ reply.’ TH tell you - thin: Id’ 
` Father eat ten atone aitting than’ 


seo this travesty through again: ! 


better romantic comedies of yore. 
All one need add ia that Peter 
Faiman’s firat acreen feature is 
directed with shrewd economy and 
shot by Russell Boyd ao that both 
the outback and metropolitan NY 
look equally startling. Ken 


works, and that is chiefly because 
of Hogan's dry and ironic 
underplaying. 

The man clearly knows exactly 
what he’s doing, building up a 
ludicrous image and then 
upending it with wry charm. This 


CINEMA by Derek Malcolm 
ا م ا ج ب‎ 


Shadey's screenplay also knows its 
genre ا‎ If you don't go 
along with abaurd expectations, 
you ought to be well satisfied. 
Crocodile Dundee isn't a very 
„ambitious film, but it is one of 
those popular entertainments that 
daean't pour treacle all over you. In 


` fact, it almost makes you like the 


human race. 

Howard... A New Breed Of 
Hero is the latest multi-million 
dollar Hollywood fiasco to hit town 
— the ory of a duck mysteriously 
transported from in front of hia 
telly in duck world to Cleveland, 
Ohio, where the lead F of an 
all-girl rock band befrjends him. 

tariously tied to the appear- 


makes you laugh at the most 
obvious jokes, as if you've never 
heard or seen them before; and 
both the New Yorker's introduc- 
tion to the bush and the Austra- 
lian's effortless con: uering of the 
urban nightmare of Now York are 
equally effective, Its being so 
simple as keeps tha movie going. 


It enda on a marvellously eftec- 
tive. grace note, when the two 
bickering lovers (one must praise 
the performance of Linda 
Kozlowski’s Naw Yorker too) make 
it up on the crowded platform ofa 
subway station, sending messages 
to each other via a chain of waiting 
commuters — just like one of the 


THERE'S. nothing better than be- 
ing agreeably reed by 0 
ing you suapect is going to 
fairly awful. roco dile Dundee, 
the Aussie comedy starring Paul 
Hogan, which has swept two 
continenta and now bida to take in 
a third, is a very nice film indeed, 
From a glance at the plotline, one 
never would have thought it pos- 

aible. 

The story has a hard-nosed but 

soft-hearted New York magazine 
writer following up a story about a 
legendary Australian in a remote 
outback township who wrestles 
crocodiles and wins. When she 
meeta him (Hogan, with a stuffed 
croc under his arm}, he takes her 
inte the bush and educates her into 
nature's realities, Then she takes 
him off to New York to educate 
him into civilisation's. Ho takes 
lke a duck to her world, and they 
fall in love. 

This should have been a signal 
for every silly cliche in the book. It 
isn't but the trutha displayed are 
only relative, In essentials, it 
really ia parody Australia meeting 
parody America. Somehow it 
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new talent such as Michael Adams 
reaches Olympic level. 

Coniroversy conlinues over Eng- 
land's dramatlc %3 loss to Spain 
which effectively saved the Russlans. 
Itis sald that tha Russlans loaned thelr 
files on the England players to the 
اا ا‎ camp, while right at the start 
of the round England protested un- 
avalllngly about round the 
boards. Miles fell Into an opening trap 
and Nunn's positlor was worse, The 
Spanish coach Georgadze, a USSR 
grandmaster, gave advice to one of hls 

ayers and also spoke In Russlan io 

asparov and others. England again 
protested, but Georgadze got ofl wilh a 
warning and the chlef arblter would not 
consider a stiffer penalty. Of course If 
the Spanlard had been forfeited and 
England had won the 0 by half a 
point, uments would havg been 
flarcer stlll. 

England women faded after a good 
start and finished elghth, about our 


No..1937 


Chess 


By Leonard Barden 


Miles 34ê/8, Nunn 7/11, Shon 912, 
Chandler 8/10, Speelman 7/8, Flear 
12. 

` Short won the Individual gold medal 
for third board while Chandler and 

Speelman were awarded slivers, 

Chandler also took the bronze tor 

overall rating performance. His rallng 

was 2711, beaten only by Kasparov 

2753 and Yusupov 2743, Short (2702), 

. Spesilman (2670) and Nunn (2835) 
a0 played at what was effectively 
world çhamplanship standard through- 
out the event. 

The top four leams finished exactly 
In the same places and in the same 
order as at Salonlka 1984. There the 
USSR scored 1 . Englond ا‎ 2 
Hun 3414. Comparison shows that 
bol England and he US have made a normal position in the women's olym- 
‘algniflcant advance, particularly since pics where Eastbloo nations still domi- 
in 1984 the Russians were without nate. The USSR won from Hungary 
Kasparov. ٤ and Rumanla, andi West Germany 

That sald, it Is.debalable whether (sixth) were the only Western leam 


Rixi Markus invites readers to 
try their hand 
at her — 


Christmas 
bridge 
competition 


E 

2 ك‎ ES 
White mates in three moves, re 

e 0 {by N. Mironenko, USSR, 
73). 


Solutlon No. 1936 
White K at QR8, Q at QR2, B at 
QNG, N at کات‎ 5 and KR2. 
Black K at KBS. Mate in thrge. 
1 Q-A7. If K-B6 2 Q-QR1 K-N7 3 Q- 
KAI1. If K-B4 2 Q-KN7 K-B5 3 Q-B6. If 
K-N4 2 Q-KB7 K-R5 3 B-Qê. 


YOU are West. Which card would you select for your opening lead In Ihe following 
slluatlons? ر‎ ê 


PROBLEM 1 


e: East; lave all; taams. 


WEST WEST NORTH EAST 
England England's superb result marks a step ahead of England. 8 
Ra iS ST E aT od) ° wm wm 
lymplcs. which will be difficul match. Un- Ns 8 
Fa totale ware USS 40/58 gland doubtediy the Ruaslans suffered Irom the England team for a decade and 3 6:43 a) 8 5 8 
394#, United States 38%4, ` Hun ary poor team selectlon, main 0 ا‎ e 0 o nome. ١ 0 NTE 5 5 5 
nica 
ل نا ا و ا ما ت ی‎ a ie is arly tor acciimatieatlon, Alot 7D NB NB NB 


were best on match points, conceding 
only their draw with the USSR and thelr 
collapse against Spaln but winning 
thelr other twelve matches. 

Top board Tony Milles was out of 
form and botlom board Glenn Flear 
but our other 


beating the Russlans at their natlonal 
game is an achlevement ofl which 
every chessplayer can be proud. 
Jaime Fllguth (Brazil) — 
GM Murray Chandler (England) 
Engllsh Opening 
(Dubal Olymplcs 1986) 


Ideal for team compelitlon. The Ameri- 
cans will be better next time with tnelr 
rising young star Joel Benjamin, who 
refused to play in Dubal, while ihe 
English team is almost at its optimum. 
Presumably by 1988 Short will be top 
board, but addition of a further world 


(1) North-South's bidding i8 in the "‘canape" style, whereby the shorter of two 
suits is opened firsl. 
(2) Blackwood. 


PROBLEM 2 
played only twice, 


grandmasters all played exceptlonally 


Dealer North; North-South 
!totals, excluding the 4-0 class player — needed to overcome 1 p-QB4 P-K4 2 N-QB3 N-KB3 inorable. tas 
n HT efat In the firat round, were the Russians — may be delayed until a د‎ 3 83 0 ka B-Ns WEY oH 0 onT EAST 
7 P-QR3 B-Bi 8 B-Q3 P-KN3 4 02 3 5 8 3 1 ٤ J 2 
A COUNTRY DIARY nies peng pan umm out | FO: 
1 harmlı and he soon ragre 
NEVERN ESTUARY: The low sun for comparison. The cormorant a bishap. The Cica ns is 7 RAQ75 


looked like a Brylereem boy whilst 
the shag was a spring-diving punk. 
On the sands we saw small sand 
volcanoes bubbling up depositing 
sediment in the same manncr that 
probably once produced the rock 


threw tones of dying bracken into 
rich contrast with the pale blue 
sky. Around the river glistening 
mud supported a flock of about 140 
curlews. Disturbed, they rose up as 
a group of individuals. Starlings 


Q-B5, though theory considers thal, 
too, as well playable for Black. Instead 
of White's bishop move, 8 NxN ch QOxN 
8 P-Q3 followed laler by B-K2, N-Q2 
and B-B3 would give some lighi square 
play to offset White's passive poshion. 


(1) A gambling bid, showing a completely solid minor sun and notî more than a 
queen outside. 


PROBLEM 3 


Dealer North; love all; pairs. 


would have moved like a formations in Freshwater East. g NxN ch OxN 10 B-K4 P-03 WEST SOUTH WESF NORTH EAST 
choreographed corps de ballet but Round the cliffs we met 14 P-ON4 O-K2 12 BM O 4 30 tHE 
the curlewa swung around in the bullfinches, long tauled tits and a 2 5 18 OK PKB4 %12 3NT NB NB NB 
sunshine like apprentice country eprlainE number of flowers, Most 17 B-B3 BxB 18 Nx P-K5 ¢K76542 
dancers. The sun lit up their pale of them are tired, beaten by wind 1g xB PxNI 20 B-N2 O-N4 #K98 2 
underparts and etehed the strong and rain. Only the whin glowed 21 P-N3 O-N6 1 
beaks. A amaller group of ringed with the confidence of someone Effectively, end af game. lt is now | PROBLEM 4 
plovera tick-tocked along the river who has picked the right clothes just a questlon whether Black will mate Daaler West; EastWest vui!nerable: laams. 
shore, starting up from time to for the right occasion. The treea at KN7 or KR7. ا تی ا‎ EKG 
time for a nervous fly-about before are laden with lichens whose 22 K-81 N-B2 23 P-K4 Q-R6 RG 0 i 8 
re-settling to their picking and fruiting bodies present a miniature 24 RK 3 ت‎ i $10 1S NB 4S NB 
cE A hg Wes hing With myeteota od: ê RX GR-KI 22 PBS P04 #KJ7654 4T 2 NB 
ig look of tui surprise. Close by -8 31 Realgns 92 8 
a cormorant gave ا‎ good chance Audrey Insch 30 PXP P-N6I ۶ #K 
PROBLEM ö 
DOWN Dealer North; love all; leama. 
. Laetler Iles ripped In breaktasl dish? WEST SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
6 


2. her seat to the audience (6) 

3. Masseur's games at cardtable (6) 
4. How one, wiih a clean consclence, 
6 

7 

8. 


deals in nylon, etc (10) 
واا‎ to be confused with 
Green (8) 
. 5-lron used io get round edges of 


PROBLEM ê 


Dealer North; game all; teams, 


ren by Eastem grape-farmer (8) WEST SOUTH ' WEST NORTH EAST 
Rosa lslorted with ear not being 41074 1C 10 
tacilltated (2, 6) 987 18 NB 2H NB 
13. They row, and fire and bellows #0878 88 NB 4 NI 
mingle (6-4) A74 NB NB 
15. Clolho, Lachesls and Atropos 


about to equlp vessels (8) 


18. A cricket club's fantasllc dress (8) 


PROBLEM 7 


lghiing round pari of ier South: love all; teams: 1‏ 7 : ا 
n ana Een E egy ERA ena‏ 
South African plant for tea (6) #41098 18 NB i20 |, Na 1‏ .19 ا أ E‏ 
Drink a drop (6) PA963 20 NB 4S Na‏ .20 
Most of 19 gele’ marrted for lhe 4975 5S NB “86S N‏ .21 
time being (3, 3)' Q54 NB NB‏ ` 


PROBLEM ê , 


0 Dealer South; e all: teams. 0 
ا‎ 1 . WEST . SOUTH EY NORTH ; , EAST 
By ENIGMATIST. hAJO64 1H 18 2D 23 
e42 ا‎ N 1 :. NB 
1 ACROSS ` “48 Swimmer and King marred a b93. 8 RE 
. 1 Medleal an aking 1o, transport | ` peguty parlour (+8) “niles should bi seni lo Rii Markus, ha Guardian Welly, PO Box 18, 
ی‎ 22. .Blockhead's year (6) Enirles should bi sei ky, 


'' 5. Coward's copyright (6) 

)8( ا ا .9 

| 10. Black dog {6} 
11. “Shoestring” writer (8) : 
12. Ellot lookihg after a European 
` capltal (6) 
ا‎ A small letteı 


le, Cheshire, SK8 10D, to arrive by January .161h. Prizes of £25,-£15 and 
0 ll be awardad for the three besl şolulons, and my answers and Comments 
will be publiehed during Februery. For. the ihome’ ol thls years Chiristmas 
.Î Compeiitlon | have. chosen. ا‎ which makes he probtems 
„ |, lnlefesting gnd alşo somehow easler. | 1. 


23.۰ What the ark cerriss, | approve (4, . . 


Fs 
24. dank teeth into delicacy (6) . 
25. Dea in (8) . 
:26. S vessel 
r? Same again 2 2. re man.on ihe Nile (5, 3} 


1 Ak 2 
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Knocking the Arabs 


gusting tract, The Arab Mind? 
What about the tradition of anti. 
gentile polemic in historical Juda. 
ism? Doea not this warrant so 
much as a disapproving sneer; and 
is it not part of the anti-Semitiam 
that Lewis so deplores? 

One could go on about Lewis's 
tactful omissions, from the whole. 
acale dispossession of the “non: 
Jewa," to the minute detaila of 
apartheid on the West Bank, to the 
rampant [anaticism of supporters 
of Yuval Nemean, Sharon, Eitan, 
etc, all of it coming from the 
essentially racialist diatinction be. 
tween Jew and non-Jew. . 
Lewis exempts all of this from 
consideration. 

There are interesting igsuea 
here, which Lewis's book is too 
intellectually feeble, too drenched 
in pioua cant, to debate. For 
example, is anti-Semitism best 
understood apart from, say, the 
oppression and slavery of blacks, 
the genocidal massacres of Arme- 
nians by the Turks, the extermina- 
ion hE native American 
peoples by numerous European 

pulationg? Is anti-Semitism, as 

ewis implies, a metaphysical 
thing, or is it one among many 
historical trends? 

How has the Palestinian case 
altered the status of the Jew, from 
that of victim to that of oppreasor? 


By Edward W. Sald 


ernments made common cause 
during the 1970s and 1980s with 
the Lebanese Phalanges, an openly 
fascist Christian party. 

That there is anti-Semitism in 
the Arab world and elsewhere is a 
fact: a sorry, appalkingly ugly and 
inexcusable fact, but a fact juat the 
same, although Lewis rarely does 
more than allude and insinuate, 
letting his audience deduce the 
worst about [alam and the Arabs. 

All facts, however, are located in 
contexts, and it is the two contexts 
of Lewis's facts that are signifl- 
cantly left out. One context is 
America after the 1982 Israeli 
invaaion of Lebanon, when it was 
felt by the Zionist lobby that the 
spectacle of ruthless Israeli power 
on the TV screen would have to be 
effaced from memory by the strate- 
gy of ineriminating the media as 
anti-Semitic for showing those 
acenes at all, 

Since then the reconatitution of 
a itive ideology eliminating 
both the siege of Beirut and the 
Palestinians from history (as in 
Joan Peter's book, From Time 
Immemorial) has gone forward. 
This ideology has put up a figura- 
tive fence around Israel, decreeing 
that any eriticiam of the state ia 
tantamount to old style Nazi anti- 
Semitiam. 

Lewis has, to put it mildly, done 


ی 
SEMITES AND ANTI-SEMITES‏ 
j ae Lewis (Weidenfeld,‏ 


~~ 
BERNARD LEWIS is a British 
Orientalist now living in the 
United States where he has be- 
come a neo-conservative Cold War 
polemicist whoa hostile attention 
ia focused on the Arabs and Islam. 
He has now patched together a dis- 
organised and tendentlous book 
out of articles that have appeared 
elsewhere (in Commentary among 
other places). 

The first half of Semites and 
Anti-Semites is a potted history of 
anti-Semitism that advances very 
little beyond what can be found in 
the iO of Leon Potiakov. That is 
frequently Lewis's way, since it 
enables him to set the stage with a 
great show of scholarship before he 
gets to his main ideological busi- 
ness. In this instance it is to 
advance the view that the Arabs 
and Muslims have now become 
anti-Semites in the European 
sense of that term, a charge from 
which he somewhat exempts them 
before the nineteenth century. 

The remarkable thing about this 
effort is how little evidence Lewis's 
allegations actually dredge up. 
Readers of his contributior to a 
recent symposium on “terroriam" 
will recall his habit of saying both 


و ل ا 


¢ pronouncements to the Israeli army, 
umane to help a wounded Jew on the 
to let a wounded gentile die?’ 


‘What are we to make of rabbini 
legislating that whereas it is h 
Sabbath, it is correct 


ا 


What albuut the Western phil- 
Semitism that supports lerael so 
munificently? And is there gome 
imporlant way in which the terri 
ble sufferings of the Jews can mw 
longer serve to exempt them frou 
opprubrium when in the name of 
the Jewish people Israeli armies. 
or jet nnbers ravage refugee 
camps, ruze Paleatinian villages, 
impose wholesirle collective pun 
iahments on Arab towns, bı 
Arab cities, massacre civilians, 
ovan A3 leruel's propagandists in 
the Wesl proclaim tho states 
“purily of arma,” the sanctily of its 
moral policies, its right to pre’ 
emptive strikes thut produce 100 
Arah denths fur avery Jewish 
death? 

You woukl nevor know from 
Lowin's pro Lhul tho Jewish 
Stale and nut “internatiunal anti 
Semitism" militarily dominates 
the Middlc Eust, and that it is 
Palestinians, and not Jews, who 
today are murked with 0 
identity cards, licence plates, 8 
“pales of seltlement." ِ 

Those are matters of attention. 
difficult though that may be in % 
inflamed a situation as that ob 
taining between Jlarael and the 
Arab world. But no: none of it i8 
tackled by Bernard Lewis, wha 
posture of historical gravity 
restricted to the canonical 
antiJewish extremiam 
proclivity of Islam to infectlon by 
the worst Western import 
Semites and Anti-Semites wil 
gerve more a8 proj of the 
age of Reagan and Begin than 3 
history. 


. Edward Said. who born in 
Palestine, is 8sor of Compara" 
tive Literature at Columbia Univer 
sity, and author of Orientals 
Covering Islam, and The W 
the Text and the Critic. 


DEVIZES BOOK 


Bouks, Monday Marke! Sl. 
n, Wiitahite, UK. : 


world hand out Johr Laffin'a dis- 


nothing to disgrace its views of 
things, with resulta in this book for 
the uninformed or the unaware 
{George Kennan for one!) that are 
intended to be alarming. That for 
example [arael speaks of itself as 
the State of the entire Jewish 
Palestinian citizens 
merely as “Non-Jews," is nol con. 
sidered to enter into either the 
semantics or the epistemology of 
Lewis's dinernee fully inconipleta 
argument. 

That these facta might also be 
more pertinent to an Arab Palea- 
tinian population either exiled or 
colonised by Israel than “anything 
which might arouse aympathy for 
the Jewa" — a sorely wanting 
quality among Palestinians and 
their supporters, according to Low- 
is —- does not occur to him, as he 
ambles on with objectionable littlo 
newspaper references, ahurn of any 
substance, any social reference, 
any sense of history or institu- 
tions. 

This is natural enough in the 
work of a journalist who had made 
a recent name for himgelf aa a 

olitical enemy of the Arabs and 

lam. It is worse in the work of an 
historian who simply omits the 
second context of his work, that is, 
the full contemporary history of 
the Middle East. 

Who could deny that there is 
atavism in the lslamie revival, or 
that the Arab regimes are a 
corrupt, incompetent lot, able nei- 
ther to wage war courageously and 
unhypocritically nor to conclude a 
peace pact with Israel decently? 
But do these facts allow us simply 
never to mention the fantaatie 
outpouring of official religious and 
political literature in Israel whose 
proclaimed attitude toward the 
goyim is startlingly racist, is 
horrifyically exelusivist? 

What are we to make of rabbinic 
pronouncements to the Israeli 
army, legislating that whereas it 
is humane to help a wounded Jew 
an the Sabbath, it is correct to let a 
wounded gentile die? 

What about the library of Israeli 
works on the Arab mentality, or 


the laziness of the Arab character, ` 


the degradation of Islam, etc? Why 
Israeli consulates around the 


——- —people; its 


that Islam cannot be said to 
produce terroriam, and yet that it 
does, all the while lettiag popular 
media cliches about the association 
between “Islam” and terrorism do 
the work for him of actually 
inerininating an entire culture 
1 E 


A similar pracedure is followed 
in Semitea and Anti-Semites, with 
equally problematic (to say the 
least) results. Thus in one place he 
will speak of a “sudden outburst of 
anti-Semitic literature,” a phraae 
suggesting mountains of books and 
tracta, but which on closer inapeec- 
tion yields only two titles, one 
published in Beirut in 1869 and 
another in Cairo in 1893. The 
cause of thia “outburat" we are told 
was the Dreyfus Case, which since 
it didn't occur until 1894 one 
supposes to have infected the Arab 
world retroactively. 

A random quotation from an 
Egyptian newspaper, a reference 
to the presence of the Protocols of 
the Elders of Zion in Arabic, an 
account of the contents of a maga- 
zine in 1964 — these supposedly 
eatablish the existence of anti- 
Semitism in the Arab world, al- 
though no distinctions are made 
between instances, trends, beliefs 
and policies; usually, however, 
Lewis isa omniscient in ascribing 
anti-Semitism to the people and 
culture themselves. This is the 
Orientaliat practise of knowing 
only by reading in snippets, of 
generalising irmmperially without 
sympathetic or living knowledge of 
the condemned society a its 
culture, 

In other places Lewis referg to 
Arab tirades that link Menachem 
Begin to Genghis Khan and Hitler 
tthe latter purportedly "a much 
admired hero”), but he will not 
give more than an item of evidence 
“proving” that Hitler was admired 
by some people, and he obscures 
the fact that it was a few anti- 
British Arab leaders who negotiat- 
ed with the Nazis in their war 
againat British colonialism. 

He alao forgets to mention that 
the party of the present Prime 
Minister of larael negotlated with 


„ the Nazis too. Moreover, Lewis 
Fy overlooks the fact that do 


abour and Revigsioniat Israel! gov- 
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the Bismarek action survivors’ 
reports indicate that Vian’s torpe- 
does made no hita, while the single 
Enigma deerypt was of no help, 
having been overtaken by events. 

I wish, too, that Mr Hough, 
having relied as heavily as he has 
on my account of that battle, had 
done the courtesy of ineludin my 
book Pursuit in his list of “Some 
books consulted" as well as credit- 
ing my publishera {Collins for 
having pinched from the same 
book the double-page map of the 
operation which they had Specially 
prepared for it. Mr Hough says 
that thia was drawn by a Mr 
Patrick Leeson. “Copied” would 
have been more accurate. 

But the most disereditable of Mr 
Hough's inaccuracies occurs on 
page 66. Having related how a U- 
boat commander was court- 
martlalled and shot for massacring 
survivors in the water, he goes on 
2 tell of the crew of another U- 

at 


THE LONGEST BATTLE: THE 
WAR AT SEA, 1939-45, by Rich. 
ard Hough (Weidenfeld, £14.95). 
RULING THE WAVES: AN UN- 
OFFICIAL PORTRAIT OF THE 
ROYAL NAVY, by Dennis Barker 
(Viking, £12.95), 


IT is hard to know what particular 
readers the authors of these two 
books had in mind. The Longest 
Battle (a mianomer, for it was a 
series of battles) is a competent re- 
hash from printed sources of the 
Principal naval actions of the last 
war, both in the Curopean and Far 
Eastern theatres. Rather more 
space is given to the activitias of 
the American navy than the Bıit- 
ish, the object presumably being to 
sell the book there as well ag here. 
But, apart from naval buffs, will 
the American reader be any more 
interested in the doings of the 
Royal Navy in, say, the Mediterra- 
nean, than the British reader in 
the confused, repetitious and ulti- 
mately tedious accounts of carrier 
battles in the Pacific? I have 
always found that other people's 
battles, like other people's crimes, 
de not on the whole travel well, 
This is not to say that parta of 
The Longest Battle are not a very 
d read. Mr Hough mingles 
elicitous phrases — [likening the 
sounds of the first bomba dropping 
at Pearl Harbour to "the rumbling 
overture of the Limpani in a 
Wagner ovarture" with sloppy ones 
— “In apite of the vocal bedlam, 
the Wildcats were having the 
greatest party of their lives” Wild. 
cata were aeroplanes). 
ere are some İinaccuraciea, 
The first British combined oper- 
ation of the war was not- at 
Bruneva!l at the end of February 
1942, but just a year earlier at the 
Lofoten Islands where the Navy 
sank many ships and the Army 
rounded up 200 German prizgoners 
and 300 Norwegian volunteers. In 


“who were rescued, brought on 
board, and then hunted down 
and shot one by one over a period 
of twelve hours, the last two 
sailors being found huddled in 
the ship's screw alley, Churchill 
was outraged when he heard and 

issued instructions to avoid a 

repetition.” 

‘This deplorable incident, known 
as the Barralong affair, occurred 
nat in the last war but in the first 
one, and why Mr Hough should 
want gratuitously to insert it here 
must be a matter for him and his 
conscience. 

For any young man thinking of 
making the Navy his career Î can 
think of no better present than 
Ruling the Waves, There is al- 


today that it does nat cover, 
whether it be the Fleet Air Arm or 
submarines, the Wrens, or the 
Marinea, leave and meesing,. It is 
carefully written and refreshingly 
critical. 


Make less room for 
poverty — and more 
room for justice 


Sıart at the sharp end and try to 
do something to help; this is the 
way thal Quakers have always 
sought to tackle problems. If you 
can’t do something grand, you can 
still do something worth- 
while. 

QUAKER PEACE & 
SERVICE sets out to help 
with small projects in eco- 
nomically deprived coun- 
tries, working with people 
to improve the quality of food, 
health, skills and knowledge u 
life itself. Without the stress of 
povenHy, there's more room kor 
justice. In Britain, 1oo, QPS 


opens up paths towards peace: 

supporling positive local actions; 

enabling diplomats and politicians 

to voice their mutual doubts and 

fears away from the public eye; 

seeking lo bring a reli- 

gious viewpoint to discus- 

sions on the reduction of 

today's violence. 

But we can't work all by 

ourselves; there are sixty 

practical projects to be 

maintained. The world becomes 

more costly everyday and the 

work hecomes more vital, 

Please add your help lo make : 
more room for justice. . 
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I want to help duaker Peace & 
f] more information. Service. Hare is my contribution Û 
BÛ 4s of ..... ا‎ 
j Area Nama . 
[O Middle East 
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